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We have received the following contributions for 
the Bliss children : 


Previously acknowledged..........sccccsseseseeesee sereesees $456.98 
First Baptist Sunday-school, Philadelphia.............++ 10.00 
First Baptist Sunday-school, Dunkirk, N. Y...........- 3.00 
Wissahickon Baptist Bible School, Philadelphia........ 3.00 
Peace Mission, Philadelphia.........-.-cesseseeeeee eeceeeee 2.25 
Central Congregational Sunday-school, Newtonville, 

MaWe wiabiniine Gee ide 5s css cishel sie secsesiased eves epssoeseees 2.00 
Miss Clara, Millet, Linden, N. J............scecsccecseeseeee 1.00 


The Rev. J. W. Jones, Tuckerton, N. J.......cessesessesee 50 


The Rev. Rowland Hill described a class of public 
speakers of his day as ‘men who had a river of 
words with only a spoonful of thoughts.” Mr. Hill 
died in 1833. A good many of these speakers have 
outlived him. 


More than one parent will, we are sure, appreciate 
the advantages of Mr. Beman’s plan of having the 
boys cared for, as he describes it in “ Personal Police 
No. 1.,” in our department of “Children at Home.” 
Its attractiveness to the boy nature is no insignifi- 
cant factor in such a method. That police force may 
well be enlarged. 


A Universalist pastor lately asked Mr. Moody 
whether he was invited to join in the revival move- 
ment. The answer, though not intended for publica- 
tion, is so conclusive and simple that it ought to put 
an end to open letters and secret complaints. Mr. 
Moody said in substance, “I invite every minister in 
sympathy with this movement. I love every man on 
the face of this earth. You know the doctrines I 
preach. If you canstand me,I can stand you. Only 
let us have no controversy. We have no time to 
fight. Ifyou are not in sympathy with the move- 
ment, you work in your way, and let us alone in 
our way.” 


The Rey. O. B. Frothingham, of New York, is 
trying his hand again with the children. He calls it 
a “service for young people” this time. Of course 








he wants something else than the Bible as a text 
book, so he uses a book of his own writing. Accord- 
ing to a correspondent of The Tribune, “ Mr. Froth- 
ingham’s doctrine is that it is better to have a wrong 
creed and a right life than a right creed and a wrong 
life ;"’ and it seems pretty clear that he can supply 
his scholars with ‘a wrong creed,”’ however little he 
can do in helping them toa right life. But what 
can be his objection toa child’s having both a right 
life and a right creed ? 


“IT do not attend the Sunday-school concerts. 
They are of no interest to me,” said a lady whose 
little girl is in the Sunday-school. If you are not 
interested in the religious life and efforts of the 
young, you may be sure they will not be interested 
in yours. Grown people are pathetically asking, 
“Why don’t the children come to church?” Now 
listen to the children asking the same question of you. 
The church is well filled, perhaps, with strangers and 
sight-seekers. But where are the deacons, and the 
heads of the church? Gone away somewhere to 
hear “solid preaching.” The gospel is in the Sunday- 
school concert, preached by the children in songs and 
scripture verses. You may as well stop your labors 
and prayers for them, if you do not care to show that 
you are interested in their labors and prayers for 
themselves and you. 


It is more and more evident that the best Sunday- 
schools are managed with the least noise; that teach- 
ers and scholars are fully as ready to be quiet as is 
the superintendent. The call-bell is a far less im- 
portant factor in Sunday-school management than 
formerly. In many schools it has hardly a place left 
to it. In one Philadelphia school, for example, the 
superintendent has it understood, that when he is 
ready to open the school exercises he will step into 
his desk, and that his appearance there shall be 
counted the signal for the school to come to order, 
and so again at the close of the lesson-hour. So 
thoroughly is this school under the quiet influence of 
that leader, that when, a few Sundays since, that 
superintendent stepped into his desk merely for a 
moment, during the hour for class recitations, almost 
instantly the buzz of voices hushed, and the contagion 
of silence swept over the room until all was pro- 
foundly still. This result was unlooked for by the 
superintendent; but it well illustrates the truth, that 
the best way of bringing a large Sunday-school to 
order is not by making more noise than scholars and 
teachers combined. 


On the streets of Philadelphia it is a very common 
thing to see bright-faced intelligent boys of from ten 
to fifteen years of age—not newsboys and boot-blacks, 
but well dressed, respectable boys, as if out of respecta- 
ble hormes—on their way to school, with books under 
their arms and lighted cigars in their mouths. These 
boys are stupifying their young brains. and dulling 
their intellects. If they live to be men they will 
have neither the freshness of health, northe vigor, 
elasticity, and brightness of mind which might other- 
wise be theirs. Poor little fellows! Many of them 
have no idea of the folly and the evil of their course. 
They have seen ministers and Sunday-school teachers 
puffing cigars or pipes, and they know no reason why 
they should not do the same thing. They even look up 
with surprise when a gentleman stops them and says, 
that if they knew more they would let tohacco alone, 





Wherever there isa Sunday-school teacher who does not 
use tobacco, he ought to warn each boy of his class to 
keep his breath from the stench and foulness, and his 
brain from the benumbing influence of that weed. Most 
of these boys could throw off the habit of tobacco 
using if they came to see its folly, even though the 
men whose example they have followed are powerless 
—except through God's grace—to abandon tobacco, 
however they may wish to do so. 

A large audience is inspiring to a speaker, and 
there is an enthusiasm in numbers which affects all 
who compose the gathering. Yet the amount of good 
done in religious meetings is not commonly in propor- 
tion to the numbers present. Take our whole coun- 
try through, and a large majority of those under 
Sunday-school instruction are doubtless to be found in 
schools of less than one hundred scholarseach. Some 
of the best Sunday-schools—the best in their man- 
agement and influence—have less than fifty scholars 
on their roll. And of the larger schools, the rainy- 
day gatherings and the small gatherings of a hot 
midsummer Sunday are often the ones where most 
good is done. Those who attend at such a time seem 
in earnest to get something, and they draw closer to 
each other and to their leaders. Then if ever they 
are likely to be impressed for permanent good. It 
sometimes seems as if there were a certain amount of 
good to be divided up in a school or class, and when 
fewer scholars were present the share of each were 
largest. At all events, a scanty attendance, because 
of cold or storm or heat, ought not to discourage a 
pastor, a superintendent, or a.teacher. It may be 
the best of all days for his work. Even if there are 
fewer before him to be interested, he may per- 
manently benefit more than if the attendance wera 
larger. There is a bright-side view of a rainy-day 
gathering. 





PROVING GOD'S EXISTENCE. 


“How would you prove the existence of God?” 
is a question sometimes asked at the very beginning 
of a normal-class series of questions. It is a good 
question to puzzle young teachers with;~but we 
doubt very much the wisdom of pressing them with 
it. We do not believe that any answer they would 
give to it would convince an atheist, or resolve the 
doubts of a skeptic. And as to the teachers them- 
selves, never one of them needs proof that God exists. 

The Bible does not attempt to prove God's exis- 
tence. Its first verse sets out with a story of what 
God did; not with an argument to show that God is. 
Who thinks that the Bible would be improved by a 
preliminary essay on natural theology? Who sup- 
poses that he is competent to make conclusive a 
series of proofs which God has never attempted ? 
None of the old patriarchs, or prophets, or preachers 
of righteousness, of whom the Bible tells, attempted 
to prove God's existence. When Elijah called on 
Israel to choose between the worship of Jehovah and 
Baal, it was taken for granted that there was a God. 
The only point in question was, Is Jehovah or is Baal 
the God ? 

The only reference in all the Bible to the idea 
of proving God’s existence, is where Paul speaks 
incidentally of the needlessness of such an attempt. 
He says that even the heathen know there is a God: 
know it from the works of nature; “so that they are 
without exeuse " if they refnee to acknowledge and 
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world from the days of Noah to Paul; but the Bible, must be either from tradition which hath flowed 
preachers could use their time to better advantage in | from the first parents of mankind to all their posterity 
proclaiming God's messages than in trying to prove from age to age, who would not lye to their children 
that there was a God to send those messages. Solomon | in a matter of so great importance; or from an in- 
tells what sort of men in his day said in their hearts, ward light implanted in the minds of all men by God 
“There is no God;" but his classification would | himself. 


worship God. There was unbelief enough in the light which is common to all men; and that light | 


And that such a light is in every man 
hardly encourage a preacher in a labored argument | naturally appears by the fears that are in all men 


to convince such atheists. | when they have done yt which they know to be evill, 


How would it look for Mr. Moody to spend his | 
first few weeks in every new place in the attempt to | 
Yet Mr. Moody has un- | 
believers to deal with, and he wants to convince | 
them of God's truth. Moreover, Mr. Moody is quite 


as shrewd and keen in argument as the average 


prove God's existence ? 


Sunday-school teacher. If it is right for teachers to 
bother themselves or their scholars over a point of 
this kind, why should not Mr. Moody try his hand 
at it? 

The fact is, too many Sunday-school teachers and 
too many clergymen have fooled away time over the 
effort to prove to their own satisfaction, or to the 
satisfaction of somebody else, that there is a God. 
The time thus taken has been of little or no benefit 
to anybody; yet it might have been used to a good 
purpose in declaring God's truth, or in evidencing 
the love of God. It is hard work for many a 
teacher, and for many a clergyman, to accept the 
truth in its fullness, that “after that in the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom knew not God "—could | 
not find him out so as to prove his existence by a 
logical argument—“ it pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching '—by the simplicity of heralding or 
declaring God's truth—‘ to save them that believe.” 
There are so many who want to be “ the wise,” “ the 
scribe,” “ the disputer of this world ;” and therefore 
undertake to argue in favor of God's existence, in 
preference to declaring God's truth. They feel above 
‘the foolishness of preaching.” They think they 
have a better way than that of winning souls, 

The immediate effect of attempting to prove that 
God exists is to show that the question argued is an 
open one. At once the chief power of the preacher 
of righteousness is gone. Untila man is sure that 
it is unnecessary to prove there is a God, until it is 
clear that Ae knows beyond a peradventure that God 
is, and that God has sent a message by him, all that 
he says about God has but little weight with any- 
body. It may, to be sure, be curious to watch the 
workings of a mind like John Stuart Mill’s, in its 
blind groping to find out God by the process of 
human wisdom; but the result will be only continued 
doubt to him who is the seeker, and new evidence 
to him who watches the search, that man must walk 
toward God by faith, and not by sight. 

Normal-class work will be a poor oceupation for 
Sunday-school teachers if it brings them to think | 
that God's existence needs proving ; or that they can | 
prove it, if he has failed to do so. It would be as| 
unwise for them to exert themselves in that direction, 
as for them to ask any little child in their classes 
how he could prove that that woman at his home, 
who watches him lovingly day and night, is really 
his mother; or how he could prove that he is a liv- 
ing being, and not a mere myth. 








If, indeed, the ability to prove God's existence is 
deemed an essential part of a Sunday-school teacher's 
training, we commend for consideration the famous 
old Catechism prepared by the Rev. Abraham Peir- 
son, of Connecticut, two hundred yearsago. He sup- 
plied “Some Helps for the Indians; Shewing them 
how to Improve their Natural Reason, to know the | 
true God, and the Christian Religion.’’ The first 
question and answer in his book are a fair sample of | 
the work: “ Question: How prove you that there is | 
a God? Answer: From the universal and constant | 
agreement of all nations, and persons in the world | 
who are not void of right reason and humanity. For 
the things which are grounded upon particular men’s | 





. e . . . » | 
fancies and opinions are not acknowledged of all men, | conducted on the idea of a union and concentration of | 


and are often changed ; but this notion that there isa | 
God is common to all men. Nor is it changed by the 
changes of times ; therefore it must arise from some 





though no man knoweth, and upon extraordinary 
accidents, as Thunder, Earthquakes, sights in the 
Aire, blazing Starrs, &: which shewes that they 
know there is a power above the creatures, though 
they see him not, who will punish sinn, and can do it 
when he will. And this is God Jehovah.’ Is there 
any wonder that the New England Indians were 
exterminated under that style of training ? 

Said the venerable Professor Tholuck, of Halle— 
and his words on this point are worthy of attention 


| by every Sunday-school teacher, and normal-class 


leader :—‘“ I have been young, but now am old. I 
have spent a whole lifetime in battling against infi- 
delity with the weapons of apologetical science ; but 
I have become ever more and more convinced that 
the way to the heart does not lie through the head ; 
and that the only way to the conversion of the head 
lies through a converted heart, which already tastes 
the living fruits of the gospel.” 





A SPIRITUAL CAMPAIGN. 


A campaign in military affairs is a comprehensive 
and significant fact. It is much more than a skirmish 
between opposing forces which chance to meet, and 
which feel one another's strength. It is more, also, 
that a pitched battle purposely brought on between 
two great armies; though this is usually a marked 
feature of a campaign. The word denotes a fixed 
purpose, a comprehensive plan, varied intrumentali- 
ties, and continuous action. It stands properly 
related to the conception of war as of a state of active 
hostility between two civil powers, which necessarily 
leads to persistent efforts to secure a victory with 
permanent :esults. Time and numerous agencies are 
accepted as elements of the problem. Careful prepa- 
rations are made; troops are massed and drilled ; 
supplies of all kinds are gathered; maps are studied ; 
routes of advance are designated; combined move- 
ments are arranged ; and when everything is ready, 
the advance ordered is but the first act in a long pro- 
gramme, which is carried out through successive 
weeks and months. 

During our late civil war it was expected that 
every spring would be marked by anew campaign in 
each part of the great field of conflict. Here it was 
another attempt to capture Richmond ; there, to open 
the Mississippi; in a third region, to reach Chatta- 
nooga, Atlanta, and the interior of the cotton-states, 
and outer seaboard; to gain possession of Charleston, 
Savannah, and other coveted ports. These objects 
were sought by combined land and naval forces in a 
way_of great persistency, and through weary months 
of continuous assault, involving the fighting of a 
series of bloody battles and the outlay of many mil- 
lions of dollars. All this was meant when our armies 
entered on a campaign. 

This may give us an idea of what may be denoted a 
spiritual campaign, in the war between the opposing 
forces of Christ and Satan, on the contested territory 
of this world. Unless we misread the signs of the 
times, there is to be, hereafter, more campaign work, 
and less bushwhacking and guerilla fighting. There 
has been hitherto a great waste of resources, an injuri- 
ous dispersing of forces which should have been con- 
centrated, and a brevity of effort in revival move- 
ments, which has impaired their efficiency. But God 
is teaching the leaders of his spiritual army wiser tac- 


| tics, and the success of the Moody meetings, wher- 


ever held, illustrates the fact. These meetings are 


numerous forces, under the direction of a single mind. 


No military campaign could prosper on any other 
plan than that of an army all of whose divisions, wher- 
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ever located, and of whatever kind of troops com 
posed,—cavalry, infantry, or artillery,—shall act 
under the orders of a commander-in-chief. But in our 
unwise.and sometimes insane methods of spiritual war- 
fare, the armies of Christ have been so jealous of one 
another as to fight usually in separate detachments, 
at such times and in such ways as seemed best to a 
multitude of leaders. The 
enemy was thus enabled to meet each regiment singly, 
and to cut through in detail. But how different it 
has been when the common cause was represented by 


local denominational 


united efforts under a single general. 

Equally in Great Britain and in our own land—in 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, London, and Liverpool, and in 
New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Boston—has 
there been victory in the revival campaigns in which 
Mr. Moody has succeeded in bringing evangelical 
Christians of the various rival sects to join their 
forces. This massing of the spiritual troops in front 
of the foe naturally creates enthusiasm in the Chris- 
tian ranks, and an expectation of victory, and corres- 
pondingly discourages the enemy. Even a brave 
man would prefer not to be forced to single-handed 
conflicts, and we all partake of the sense of power 
which goes with numbers and organization. To see 
Mr. Moody stand on the platform surrounded by 
fifty or a hundred clergymen of several different de- 
nominations, representing as many local churches, 
whose members compose the crowded audience, is to 
feel the thrill of victory in advance of the battle. 

A spiritual campaign also implies the wise prepa- 
ration of all helpful instrumentalities, as for per- 
sistent action and expected success. There is no hap- 
hazard work when a general arranges for the marches 
and conflicts of a coming season. He does not trust 
to luck, or to the mere goodness of his cause. He 
insists upon numbers, drill, arms, ammunition, means 
of transportation, tents, supplies of food and medicine, 
etc. He calculates upon using the means best adapted, 
to secure his end. He may have faith ina divine 
providence, but he also knows that God's way is to 
bless the use of appropriate instrumentalities, and not 
to work miracles. Not even David was sent to fight 
Goliath with his fists. He carried his goodly sling, 
and picked stones in his hand, and a prayer on his 
lips when he went to meet the armed Philistine. And 
so Christians have learned that a revival is neither 
an accident nor a miracle, but a legitimate result of 
spiritual causes; and that we may skillfully plan and 
prepare for one, as we would for a military campaign. 

God may be expected to prosper wise rather than 
foolish method or no methods: Hence the care taken 
to consult, to agree upon united measures, to secure a 
large attendance, to advertise the meetings in the 
papers and by placards, and to have exercises of 
varied kinds—solo singing, choir singing, and congre- 
gational singing, Bible reading, preaching, prayer, and 
conversation with inquirers. Hence the provision, 
when necessary, of a special building of unusual size, 
and centrally located, with an arrangement of platform 
and inquiry-rooms. All this simply implies that 
religion is a rational as well as an important matter, 
and that sinful men are to be convinced and per- 
suaded, as rational beings, to repent of-sin and believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ; and therefore that Chris- 
tians are to labor as well as pray, and to use means 
adapted to move upon the minds and hearts of the 
unconverted. 

And Christians are also to take all the time that may 
be needed powerfully to affect the community. If, 
amid the excitements of the world, one week will not 
suffice, then two, three, ten, twelve, must be taken. 
A protracted siege must be laid to men’s hearts. 
Regular approaches must be made, by all manner of 
argument and entreaty, till the stronghold is surren- 
dered. Mr. Moody could do little in a great city by 
a fortnight’s meetings. Mr. Finney was accustomed 
to make a winter’s campaign when he labored in 
Rochester, New York, Boston, Hartford, and London. 
By such a broad, comprehensive, and persistent 
method a whole city is shaken, thousands of converts 
are secured, and the work goes into every congrega- 
tion and neighborhood. 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


— 


It is pleasant to help those who want to be helped. Here 
is a superintendent’ from Nashville, Tenn., whose letter 
shows that he is in earnest in his purpose of having a bet- 
ter state of things in his Sunday-school. His inquiries are 
based on a paragraph in our Superintendent’s Paper for 
March. He says: 

You say, “ If a superintendent lacks anything in his school which 
he really wants, he ought to understand that he can have it when 
he knows how to get it; and that he can learn how to get it if he 
willset himself with a will to find out the way ;” that if scholars will 
not answer his questions from the desk, it is the fault of the super- 
intendent. Now I am anxious to remedy my fault and short-com- 
I am superintendent of a Sunday-school in the country. The 
scholars consist of the children of poor people, mostly tenants or 
Scarcely any of them can read, and the parents, a 
number of whom comprise the Bible class of the school, are ‘no bet- 
ter off. Adults and children are alike unlearned. Blackboard 
exercises, then, are of no possible use. (1.) Singing they will not 
take hold of in the school, although I know of their singing while 
at work the songs they hear in the Sunday-school. (2.) The adults 
seem to think that questions are asked for the sole purpose of expos- 
ing their ignorance, consequently will keep their mouths shut, and 
shake their heads in reply to the simplest queries. Please refer this 
matter to some of your wide-awake workers, and tell me some way by 
which I can develop an interest. I take it that an interest in any- 
thing is shown by the attention we give it. (3.) Regularity of at- 
tendance and a willingness to help—how can I secure these two ? 
I have the very best of teachers—two talented young ladies, teach- 
ers in the schools of Nashville; both well trained to the work by 
practice, and well fitted by devoted piety. I am a member of the 
firm that employs most of the heads of the families belonging to our 
school, and I try toexemplify my teachings by my life among them. 
Habits of regularity are foreign to their nature, and they are im- 
patient of control. They are emotional, and will get hysterically 
happy during revival meetings, but the effects are not lasting. I 
have tried to get the most intelligent and pious ones to visit and 
work with their neighbors; still the attendance at the prayer-meet- 
ings and Sunday-school is irregular. (4.) Novelty has an over- 
whelming charm for them—can I work that string? If so, how? 


ings. 


small farmers. 


This superintendent is on the right track in recognizing 
and defining his wants, and in making an intelligent effort 
to have them supplied. (1.) It seems to us that his first 
obstacle to be removed is the shyness and timidity of the 
scholars, which prevent their singing, and answering simple 
questions, while they are fully competent to do both. 
Steps for the removal of this obstacle are commonly taken 
to better advantage out of school than in it. The superin- 
tendent needs to see the children personally, and get a few of 
them to sing with him in their homes, or ina little wayside 
group, and then to win a promise from them to sing with 
him in the Sunday-school. We have seen a superintendent 
thus coax to sing with him scholars who actually ran out 
of the little country church in sheer timidity when first he 
asked their help in singing. (2.) Soin the line of question- 
ing; it is often necessary to go to scholars during the week, 
and talk over next Sunday’s lesson with them, and ask a 
few simple questions about it in a free and easy manner, 
and so prepare the way for the free answering of the same 
or similar questions in the school-room. A feeling of entire 
freedom and a sense of mutual acquaintance are essential 
to good co-work in the Sunday-school, between teacher and 
scholars. This is not secured in an hour. It must be 
sought after patiently and lovingly until it is finally 
attained. (3.) Punctuality and attention are the results of 
training. They are not to be had for the mere asking. 
Continuous endeavors to this end must be put forth 
during the week as well as on the Sabbath, to reach a 
desirable standard. The scholars can possibly be stimu- 
lated by competition to be punctual. Rewards for prompt 
and regular attendance may be awarded. Public notice 
may be taken of the well-doing in this line by particular 
scholars or classes. The use of the library may be con- 
ditioned on regularity of attendance. For all this work the 
superintendent must have the co-operation of his teachers. 
They must work during the week and in the homes of the 
scholars as well as on Sundays and in the school. (4.) 
Novelty has its advantage. There is gain in freshness and 
variety in Sunday-school exercises. But there must be a 
wise caution in the use of novelty as a means of attracting 
children to the Sunday-school. The best schools make their 
best work attractive. A method of teaching or an order of 
school exercises may be both novel and good; but a thing 
is not necessarily good in a school because it is novel. The 
singing and teaching may be attractive and varied. Yet, 
after all, the fact that the scholars are loved by their teach- 
ers—for their Saviour’s sake—and that those who love them 
are in the Sunday-school, ready to greet them and teach 
them lovingly, must be the great power of attraction for 
such scholars as our superintendent describes. He is évi- 
dently on the right track. But he must persevere, in 
patience and in faith. He knows what he wants. He is 
after it. He will by God’s blessing have it sooner or later. 


‘THE VOICE OF GOD. 


BY’ MARY B. DODGE. 


Oh, call it not so cold a name 
’ As conscience, that which thrills 
‘Our’beings, with a breath of flame, 
To do the thing it wills: 


To leave the rhododendron path 
Of many-hued delight, 

And follow closely one which hath 
No flowers fair and bright 


Perhaps; yet holds a tender voice 
That fills with peace the breast, 
When trusting, child-like, we rejoice 

To answer its behest! 


Not conscience name it! for it is 
Too subtle to define 

By any form of thought like this; 
‘Tis something so divine. 


No human art may it insphere , 

And we with feet unshod 

Touch holy ground whose spirits hear 
The strong, still voice of God. 





THE EPHPHATHA SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


BY E. M. GALLAUDET, LL.D. 


In a pleasant suburb of the city of Washington, on vne 
second Sabbath afternoon of each month, a Sunday-school 
concert is held, of a character altogether unique. No sig- 
nal bell is struck at the opening; for there is never a hum 
of busy tongues to be hushed. No voice is raised in prayer. 
No organ note calls to the joyous praise of God in singing; 
for those who have “come before his presence with thanks- 
giving” have no power to show themselves “glad in him 
with psalms.” Silence reigns throughout all the exercises, 
not from choice, but from necessity; for the scholars in this 
school dwell at all times in stillness scarcely less profound 
than that of death itself. 

The Institution for the Deaf and Dumb in Washington 
consists of two departments: one a college with forty-eight 
students, varying in age from sixteen to thirty years, and 
a Faculty of seven instructors; the other a primary school 
with forty pupils, from seven to eighteen years of age, and 
four teachers, 

The officers and members of these quite separate depart- 
ments are united in an organization, which has taken the 
name of Ephphatha Sunday-school, meeting every Sabbath 
morning for Bible study, in classes arranged as those of an 
ordinary Sunday-school, and pursuing the International 
Series of lessons. 

For the February concert of the Sunday-school the sub- 
ject for consideration was “ Youth.” The exercises began 
with the recitation of the following verses in the language 
of signs, by one of the younger pupils: 

Dear Saviour, ever at my side, 
How loving thou must be, 

To leave thy home in heaven to guard 
A little child like me. 


Thy beautiful and shining face 
I see not, though so near; 

The sweetness of thy soft, low voice 
I am too deaf to hear. 


In the rendering of this hymn the absence of music was 
at least partially compensated for by the poetry of motion, 
which is often an element of great beauty in sign recitations. 

Texts of Scripture followed, given letter by letter on’ the 
flexible fingers of the girls and boys of the primary depart- 
ment. Of these passages a few may be given as examples: 

“It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.” 

“For thou art my hope, O Lord God: thou art my trust from 
my youth.” 

“ T will remember my covenant with thee in the days of my youth.” 

“T write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the 
wicked one.” 


“Let no man despise thy youth.” 

* Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By takmg 
heed thereto according to thy word.” 

“ Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 

“My father, thou art the guide of my youth.” 

Rising in their places, with hands lifted high above them 
that their speaking fingers might be seen by all in the 
room, the voiceless children gave forth their sacred mes- 
sages as silently and yet as plainly as “day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge.” 

The graceful movement of hands and fingers in this exer- 
cise suggests the waving of leaves and flowers in the breeze, 
a form of expression full of meaning, no doubt, to Him who 
“clothes the grass of the field ;’ and not without some sig- 
nificance to mortals who do not yet catch the full import of 





to read from finger-tips the utterance of thought by the 
manual alphabet is far from being expressionless. 
In place of the recitation of a Scripture text, one of the 
elder girls rendered in signs the hymn beginning : 


Jesus, take me for thine own; 
To thy will my spirit frame 
Short addresses, pertinent to the subject for the day were 
made by students of the college. 
The hymn, 
Hark! the voice of Jesus calling, 
Who will go and work to-day ? 


and the old Sunday-school song, 


Around the throne of God in heaven 
Thousands of children stand, 


were recited by students at appropriate points in the exer- 
cises; a few words of earnest exhortation were added by 
two of the teachers, and the concert was closed with prayer 
by the President of the college, who is also the duly elected 
superintendent of the school; all these exercises being, of 
course, in the language of signs. 

The Ephphatha Sunday-school is not backward in works 
of charity, a collection being taken in it each month. 
For two years the funds so gathered were devoted to the 
mission work of the American Sunday School Union in the 
West. Contributions have also been made to the Home 
for aged and infirm deaf mutes established in New York 
City. At present, however, the school is providing for the 
support and education of an orphan girl in Smyrna, in one 
of the mission houses carried on by the Women’s Board of 
Missions. This child has received the name of Sophia 
Fallaudet, the early pupil and now venerable widow of the 
Rev. Thomas H. Gallaudet, the father of deaf-mute instruc- 
tion in America, and it is the purpose of little Sophie’s 
teachers in Smyrna to prepare her for the work of instruct- 
ing deaf-mutes in her native country. 

The “ Ephphatha Sunday-school” has its annual picnic 
or excursion, like other schools. On one occasion Mount 
Vernon was visited. Two years ago the entire school jour- 
neyed by canal to the Little Falls of the Potomac ; and last 
summer the scholars, through the liberality*of the Board of 
Directors of the Institution, enjoyed the great pleasure of a 
visit to the Centennial Exhibition. Many former members 
of the school are now teachers in state or city institutions 
for the education of the deaf and dumb; others have re- 
turned to distant homes to engage in various employments, 
and there is reason to believe that the good seed sown in 
their hearts while they were members of the Ephphatha 
Sunday School will yield an abundant harvest. 





THE CLASS AS A PARISH. 
BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 


“Tn fact, a man never makes a good Bible class teacher, 
who is not good at something else too.” 

I read that sentence, and so did you, friends, at the foot 
of a little editorial comment in The Sunday School Times a 
few days ago. Weeks perhaps it will be by the time the 
types send you this; but facts never grow old, and that 
remark is the statement of a simple fact. Let man or 
woman set out solely with the idea of being a teacher, and 
being no more, confining soul, heart, and mind within the 
bounds of a certain, clearly defined International lesson, 
and he or she will fail. The best teachers are they who 
over and above their teaching quality possess a personal 
magnetism. They are themselves people of quality. Some- 
thing in them, about them, through them, pleads with their 
scholars, and for the good cause; and the something is be- 
side and beyond the mere preceptor’s talent, though that is 
by no means to be slighted. The class is really to the 
earnest teacher a parish, and it opens up a field for work 
and culture, equal in opportunity and far-reaching in 
results with the field of the minister. 

I sit at home, perhaps, on a bright afternoon in early 
winter. Everything about me is attractive. I have had a 
busy morning, and am tired. The fire in my grate burns 
brightly, and looks beautiful as a picture. The gray moss 
and the autumn leaves on my wall recall to my memory, the 
one somber Southern woods, where tall trees stand like sen- 
tinels, and from whose dim arches droops the long looped 
fringe of the phantom moss; the other, glorious Northern 
forests where the gay leaves have ripened; have taken on 
the colors of the sun, and have fallen at last, that the 
branches might look even more beautiful against the clearness 
of the winter’s sky. Snatches of poetry, sweeter than songs, 
come softly to my inward ear; and I think how Longfellow, 
Lowell, Whittier, Bryant, Tennyson, and Browning have 
set nature to music. Thinking of them draws me to my 


books, those dear companions who suit every mood, who 
treat me with such courteous kindness, and who are in turn 
food, tonic, medicine, and comfort to my spirit in its needs. 





the voices of nature. So to strangers who have not learned 


Everything invites to a luxurious, restful, ease-enfolded 





reais 


| 


- of happiness. 





164 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





[Vol. XIX., No. 11. 











hour, and I am tempted to challenge conscience because it 
disputes my right to take it. 

But last Sunday, one seat in my class was vacant, and 
one young lady, at least, must be visited this week. So, as 
I cannot compromise with duty, I go in search of her. I 
find her behind the counter of a little shop, pale-faced, 
weary-eyed, busy, and waiting upon customers; and the 
instant she sees it is not somebody for a spool of cotton, 
but her teacher, she brightens up, and looks animated and 
interested to a degree which I had not expected. As soon 
as she has leisure, she sits down there in the shop with me, 
and we talk. She tells me of the sickness which 
has visited her little household, of the cares her business 
brings upon her, of the studying she is trying to do in the 
fragments of her time, and of her ambition for the little 
sister who is to be kept at school that she may have the 
chance to get a good education. Then, half unconsciously, 
for she is a brave girl, she speaks of her weariness, of 
nights when she is too tired to sleep, and of anxieties which 
oppress her concerning the future. All this goes on at 
intervals, for the bell on the low glass-windowed door 
keeps ringing, and one and another come in to buy buttons 


__and thread, to match worsteds, and to look for the many 


little things which are wanted in the household and for the 
sewing. Still, I see my opportunity and take it. On the 
table lies a Bible, and opening it to the twenty-third chap- 
ter of Job, I show her the comfort that he, that old Ara- 
bian emir, fifteen hundred years before Christ, found in the 
Lord, Nothing less than the Lord himself can comfort us 
and sustain us, when the crowding cares of life seem over- 
whelming in their urgency. Job said: “ On the left hand, 
where he doth work, but I cannot behold him, he hideth 
himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him. But he 
knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I 
shall come forth as gold.” Then I turned over to the 
Sermon on the Mount, and I read, “Take no thought, 
saying, What shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or 
wherewithal shall we be clothed? For your Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things.” 

I leave this friend,—for I am not fit in any remote sense 
of the word to be a teacher if my scholars ere not indi- 
vidually, each of them, my friends,—and I go to quite 
another house, on quite a different street. Ascending the 
steps of an elegant mansion, I ring the bell, and am shown 
into a drawing-room, sumptuous as wealth and taste can 
make it. The treasures of many lands are here. Art has 
done its utmost to embellish and adorn these walls. The 
atmosphere is one of beauty. An exquisitely lovely young 
girl is playing one of Mendelsohn’s deep-hearted Songs 
without Words, and the music ceases as I enter to see on 
her face too that sunrise of eager delight and welcome. 
Ah, what compensations for life’s disappointments there 
are found springing, flower-sweet and flower-fair, along 
the borders of loving work! I talk with her a little while, 
facing here again the difficulty which seems first always 
with the children of Christian homes; they love Jesus, but 
not enough; they cannot reach their own high standard of 
purity and truth; they are not holy enough yeé to sit with 
the meek and the lowly at the Lord’s table. So they 
shiver outside the fold till a wind of sorrow or an arrow 
sharpened of love is keen enough to drive them in. * 

“How is Annie?” I say. And then I am led up wide 
softly carpeted stairs, through a cheerful hall, to a chamber 
luxuriously appointed, and arranged with tender zeal for 
the comfort of a life-long invalid. There was no sadness 
in the pale face, marked with suffering, which lay upon the 
pillow. The fragile hand held mine in a close clasp. There 
was the peace that passeth understanding, the peace that 
exceedeth telling, on the brow of this dear child of God. 
Somebody asked me the other day what were the essentials 
It is a question which admits of many 
answers, according to the varying constitution and needs 
of different people; but the one supreme dominating 
answer is, a will in unison with God’s, and a heart con- 
aciously entertaining Christ as a guest. 

Thinking of the class as a parish, one gets the idea of 
ministering to the wants of its members specifically. This 
young woman or that lad has an intellectual hunger; a 
yearning for books, for knowledge—a longing to hear lectures 
and the conversation of the well informed. So, mindful of 
this, when the scientific lecture is given and you cannot go, 
you send him or her a ticket; or you give an invitation to 
tea when the Professor is expected; or you lend, unasked, 
the book or the magazine which contains a concise, 
clearly written article. Another has no social opportunities. 
With tastes for the elegant and attractive, and fitness for 
the gracing of a choice circle, she or he, as it may be, is 


shut in by circumstances to a narrow range, and has no | 


chance for the development of the best life. A little tact, a 
little thought, a little planning, may introduce this young 
person into a sphere or set him forward in a way for which 





hunger for music, for pictures, for enjoyment of the beau- 
tiful, and does not often have it satisfied. It should be a 
part of the teacher’s outdoor work to meet and help each 
such case, giving to every one, in right time and place, such 
measure of encouragement, advice, and practical aid as will 
be a daily uplifting. The piety which is worth anything 
must fruit in constant blessings to all. 

The teacher wil] not work single-handed in his class- 
parish. Every class ought in some degree to be a normal 
class. The pupils will work with the teacher. Indeed, one 
of a teacher’s aims should always be to set scholars to work, 
organizing their work. If one has a father whose library 
abounds in books of reference and standard commentaries, 
commit to that one the duty of finding illustrations and 
explanations of the most difficult parts of the lesson. If 
another have a brother in the navy, who has just come 
home from a long cruise in the Eastern seas, let it be his 
care to get from the lips of this traveler some vivid infor- 
mation of Oriental life as it is now. To another still, there 
may each week be given a list of two or three to visit in a 
friendly way. The teacher will see how the social gifts of 
that, and the studious bent of the other, and the inquisitive 
speculative turn of the third, can all be turned to account. 
He will try to awaken a spirit of class pride and an ardor 
of class love, so that, while they feel strongly attached to the 
school, they will still feel that our own class is the nearest, 
the dearest, and the best. How very much more might the 
most successful of us make of our work if we were willing 
to bring to bear upon it time, thought, and executive force. 
If we felt that it was the Lord’s work for us to do, not the 
Lord’s work for us to half do, we should be twice as pains- 
taking, twice as thorough, and tenfold as well repaid. 





THE GOSPEL MEETINGS IN BOSTON. 
BY THE REV. A. E. DUNNING. 


A man lately converted at the Tabernacle said he had 
often watched an electric battery with interest; but one 
day he took a notion to touch it, and from that moment he 
took an entirely different view of it. Many thousands, of 
people have gathered daily during the last five weeks to 
look with curiosity at the gospel which Mr. Moody has so 
earnestly proclaimed. The number of those who have 
touched it is now large, and even those who have only 
timidly reached out their hands to the hem of the Saviour’s 
garment have been startled at the difference between the 
curious gaze and the touch of faith. 

The ministers were earliest and most deeply moved. Lit- 
tle jealousies, personal ambitions, selfish ease, viewed from 
heights of consecration unreached before, seem unworthy 
and mean. They seek, not the admiration, but the salva- 
tion, of men. The mind of him who “ made himself of no 
reputation,” is more earnestly desired than ever before. 
Every Tuesday, at one o'clock, about two hundred minis- 
ters meet with Mr. Moody for prayer. Those meetings 
will never be forgotten. The humble confessions, the brief 
but agonizing pleadings for the gift of the Holy Ghost for 
service, like strong bolts shot into heaven, have made those 
hours holy in memory forever. There is not an evangelical 
minister of Boston or vicinity, so far as is known, who is not 
in hearty sympathy with the movement. Mr. Moody judges 
noman. He hardly even assumes a want of consecration 
on the part of any except himself. But by his own empty- 
ing of self, and eager longing to be filled by the Spirit of 
God, he has led to many heart-searchings, and to a depth 
of consecration, which will be felt in the sermons preached 
in Boston pulpits for years to come. 

Enter upon the platform of the Tabernacle any afternoon 
or evening, and six thousand faces greet you, quiet, atten- 
tive. Though they represent all conditions of society, and 
all shades of religious belief and unbelief, no disturbance 
has once occurred in the meetings, requiring police force. 
The praise meetings grow heartier every day. The last 
notes of song are hardly uttered when at the appointed 
hour Mr. Moody rises to announce the opening hymn. 
The quick, business-like movement of the meetings greatly 
increases the interest. After singing, prayer is offered, some- 
times by Mr. Moody, oftener by some minister on the plat- 
form. Sometimes a passage of Scripture is read; sometimes 
not. The sermons are full of Scripture, read, quoted, 
alluded to by chapter and verse. Many remark how much 
the language of the preaching—in its simple Saxon—and 
the spirit are like the New Testament. 

The whole audience is hushed to silence by the first notes 
of Mr. Sankey’s singing. If a tired baby has ventured on 
a prelude, it stops, and forgets the antiphony. Boston pro- 
nounces it unartistic, out of tune; but daily some, often the 
most abandoned, confess that the tones of that voice, utter- 
ing those simple words, have awakened them to a new life. 
“These songs,” said one, “will not live. They and the 
tunes will all be forgotten in a few years. But they are 


he will always be glad and grateful. Some one else has a | doing a work that will notend They are like old John 





Eliot and his ministry. He is gone. The race he preached 
to is gone. The language is gone. His translation of the 
Bible is gone. Only one man living knows how to read it. 
Yet what a work for eternity is finished!” Here is 
encouragement for Christian workers. We do not seek 
permanence of means, but of results. 

At first the best seats on the platform were numbered, 
reserved, and distributed among the members of the com- 
mittee, and to those who had contributed one hundred dol- 
lars and over, for themselves and their friends. They issued 
to themselves coupon tickets, and those who were the friends 
of the committee have enjoyed it very much. Boston gives 
generously, but she likes to have her generosity receipted 
in full, and the givers refused to be reseated in any other 
way. After two or three weeks, however, at Mr. Moody’s 
earnest solicitation, the plan was so far modified as to allow 
ministers to be comfortably seated directly back of the 
speaker’s stand. 

Sometimes the earnest appeal of the sermon thrills the 
audience. Sometimes a ripple of laughter sweeps over it. 
Sometimes a hushed awe falls upon it. Sometimes a single 
sentence startles it as by a sword-thrust. For instance, 
the speaker was considering the excuse of those who say 
“There are so many hypocrites in the church, we will have 
nothing to do with religion.” “None of those hypocrites,” 
said Mr. Moody, “will be in heaven. If you don’t want 
their company through eternal ages, come to Christ now.” 
Such sudden turns of thought are in every sermon. 

The Clarendon Street Church is filled after each service 
with inquirers and workers. Those who seek Christ gener- 
ally manifest a much deeper conviction of sin than the 
inquirers in the earlier stages of the work. They, and the 
newly converted, are to be found in all parts of the city. 
Many who are skeptically inclined are disposed to be 
friendly, and even to be champions of Mr. Moody. Yet 
there is no doubt that the peculiarities of Boston, which at 
first were questioned, are seen and felt. The teachings 
of Theodore Parker. and of those who under the guise ot 
religion have taught disbelief in the Bible as the word 
of God, have brought forth abundant fruit. It is freely 
admitted that more men and women are found in the in- 
quiry-rooms in one day who do not believe the Bible, than 
have been found in any other city in weeks. This chronic 
curse of doubt hangs like a cloud over the churches, and 
wraps the inquirer in dismal fogs. 

The meeting on Monday noon is given to parents who 
wish to pray for their children. On Tuesday noon, reports 
of revivals are given ; and the hour is far too short for the 
business. Throughout all New England there is a work of 
grace. Towns and churches, for which special prayer has 
been offered, are sending in thanksgivings and good news. 

Friday noon is devoted to the cause of temperance. The 
testimonies here are wonderful. Numbers have been saved 
already. Mr. Moody’s heart goes out with peculiar longing 
towards the drunkards. There is hardly asermon in which 
he does not invite them to Christ, or a prayer in which he 
does not remember them. One lady last Friday gathered 
in eighty-seven of this class, gave them a breakfast, and 
then brought them into the meeting. Next Friday the city 
missionaries will engage in the same work. 

Berkeley Street Church is crowded each afternoon this 
week with Christians seeking in prayer the power of the 
Holy Spirit. The hour is a solemn and impressive one. 

Crowded meetings are reported in different places where 
the work is advancing, not by preaching, but simply by 
the testimonies of those lately saved. These, the word, and 
prayer, are the means relied on. 

Long articles have been written to show that Mr. Moody’s 
power lies in his earnest convictions, his vigorous body, and 
his business way of preaching; but the most earnest 
workers are talking less and less of the power of Mr. 
Moody, and more and more of the power of God. 

Boston, March 7, 1877. 





A TRAVELING TEACHERS’-MEETING. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


It may not be remembered by all who are using the In- 
ternational Lessons, that we are just now giving attention 
to portions of Old Testament history which were studied 
as a part of the Uniform Lesson System of 1872. All who 
used those lessons will be likely to have this fact in mind; 
but many who are studying the International Lessons had 
little or no interest in those of the first year of the Uniform 
Series. 

In consequence of the popular demand for uniformity in 
their lesson plans, the various Sunday-school publishers 
agreed on a lesson schedule for 1872, which was made up 
by a selection from four of the principal series then cur- 
rent,—three months for each. The second quarter of tais 
series was upon “ Elisha and Israel,” covering much the 
same ground as that we are now going over, from the les- 
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son of “ The Spirit on Elisha” to that of “The Famine in 
Samaria.” Indeed, several of the: new lessons are almost 
identical with those then studied. 

It was early in the second quarter of this experimental 
series of Uniform Lessons—in April, 1872—that the 
National Sunday-school Convention was held at Indian- 
apolis, and decided on the International Series of Lessons 
on which, now, we are all engaged. A reminiscence of the 
return trip from that Convention may prove of interest 
from its connection with the lesson for the first Sunday in 
April, which is under consideration in this number of The 
Sunday School Times. 

The National Convention adjourned on Friday afternoon, 
April 19. An eastward-bound train on the Panhandle rail- 
way route, starting soon after, had on board a large number 
of delegates from the Atlantic coast and the states inter- 
vening. Our journey home was a delightful one. There 
was rejoicing in the hearts of all over the unity of spirit 
which had pervaded the Convention, and in the bright 
possibilities opened up through the adoption of the Inter- 
national Lesson plan.’ The Hon. Henry P. Haven, of Con- 
necticut, a member of the new Lesson Committee, was of 
our number, and he was invited to lead in our evening 
devotions. It was just between daylight and dark, too dark 
to read with ease, and the lamps of the car were not yet 
lighted. Mr. Haven, who was never at a loss for an appro- 
priate portion of Scripture, out of the treasures of his well- 
stored memory, repeated reverently the first chapter of 
Hebrews, and then we were led most fittingly in our praises 
and our prayers. Among the pleasant memories of that 
good man, now that he has passed into the presence of 
“the general assembly and church of the first-born,” there 
comes back a recollection of him as in that twilight hour 
he pointed our thoughts to Him who is the brightness of 
God’s glory and the express image of his person. 

On Saturday morning, it was found that nearly all of the 
Convention delegates on our train were in Sunday-schools 
which used the Uniform Lessons; and a proposition that a 
teachers’-meeting should be extemporized for the study of 
the next Sunday’s lesson, met with general favor. Attend- 
ance at the Convention had kept these workers from their 
home teachers’-meetings, and they were all anxious to 
secure some lesson preparation for the Sabbath. 

An announcement of the proposed meeting was passed 
from car to car, and promptly there was a goodly gathering 
of earnest workers, of various denominational names, and 
from different portions of the country, in the designated 
palace-car. 

The lesson to be examined was “The Widow’s Oil In- 
creased,”—2 Kings 4: 1-7,—the identical lesson of the Inter- 
national Series for the first Sunday of next month. The 
Rev. J. S. Ostrander, of New York, was invited to lead in 
the study, and he did his part admirably well. He did not 
tell us what he thought of the lesson; neither did he allow 
us to run on after our own fashion in telling what were 
our opinions. Taking it up verse ky verse, he led in its 
examination by well-directed quesfions, calculated te call 
our attention to the points worthy of special notice, and to 
draw out our thoughts thereon. He skillfully held us in 
check when we were prone to wander from the main drift 
of the lesson, or to discuss unduly some unimportant items. 
When the facts and truths of the lesson had been fairly 
brought out in their order, he turned our attention to their 
practical applications and uses, so as to fit us the better for 
their teaching. He did not, from beginning to end of the 
exercise, express his own opinion on any point considered; 
yet it was evident that he led us up to just the opinion 
he would have us to accept, and so directed our study with- 
out hindering our freedom of action or expression. In this 
his leading was quite a model for any superintendent in a 
teachers’-meeting for lesson preparation. 

The hours whirled by and the train whirled on as we con- 
tinued our lesson study. Occasionally a worker would 
leave us at some station to take a connecting line of road 
for his home ; but as most of us were to pass the day on the 
train the exercises of study were prolonged. When at last 
the service was closed with prayer, it was found that our 
teachers’-meeting had been nearly a hundred miles long, 
that it had been carried into at least three states, that 
those who had a part in it represented seven religious 
denominations and nirfe of the states of our Union; yet the 
meeting had not seemed unduly prolonged, and all who 
had shared in it were as one in Christ Jesus. 

So greatly was the little pot of&jil which each of us 
brought into that gathering for Bible study increased by 
God’s blessing, then and there, that the richness of the sup- 
ply is felt in more than one heart to-day. Vessels which 
were brought there empty were filled to ‘overflowing. At 
least one of those workers was so full of new interest in the 
lesson, that, being compelled to stop in New York over the 
following Sabbath, he went out to look up a Sunday-school 


where he might teach the truths which had taker fresh pos- 





session of him. And now that the same lesson is again 
before the schools of the whole country, the teachings and 
impressions of that morning of railway study will be recalled 
by those who shared in its exercises, and the lesson of ‘The 
Oil Increased” will be the better taught because it was then 
so wisely and prayerfully examined. 





CHILDREN TESTIFYING IN COURT. 
BY THE REV. ASA BULLARD. 


Some time since a case was brought before a court in one 


of our cities in which the only witness was a little girl nine | 


years old. She was so extremely diffident that when she 
appeared she could scarcely be pacified. The question at 
once presented itself whether the child was competent to 
testify,—did she sufficiently understand the nature of an 
oath to render the admission of her testimony proper? 
She was asked if she knew what an oath meant. And, not- 
withstanding her great diffidence, she distinctly said, “It 
means not to bear false witness against thy neighbor.” 
Supposing some one had previously instructed her what to 
answer, the opposing counsel inquired, “My little girl, 
where did you learn that?” She promptly answered, “In 
the Sabbath school.” ‘“ Well,” said the lawyer, smiling, 
“T will not oppose any further.” 

The scene was so full of interest that it excited a burst of 
applause. It was decided that the child was a competent 
witness, and her testimony was received. She was a mem- 
ber of the Sabbath school under the superintendence of the 
lawyer who advocated the side on whichg@he was intro- 
duced as a witness. 

At the same court there was another case, in which one 
of the witnesses was a boy of about the same age of the girl 
mentioned above. He was questioned respecting his 
knowledge of the nature of an oath, and was found utterly 
ignorant. He was asked who made him, and he could not 
tell. He was asked what would become of him when he 
died, and he knew nothing about it. The Sabbath school 
lawyer put one question more: “My boy, did you ever go 
to the Sabbath school?” “No,” washis reply. His testi- 
mony was not admitted. 

Now, do not these incidents strikingly illustrate the 
benefits of Sabbath school instruction, as connected with 
the security of property, rights, reputation, and life? 
Supposing the case here mentioned had been a trial for 
murder. The /ife of the prisoner at the bar depended on 
the testimony of a single witness, and that witness a child 
of only nine years of age. But forthe Sabbath school, that 
child’s testimony would not have been admitted, and the 
guilty would have escaped deserved punishment, or the 
innocent, on mere circumstantial evidence, might have suf- 
fered an awful death on the gallows! And the same might 
have been true of the last ‘case, had it been a trial for 
murder. The circumstantial evidence of the prisoner's guilt 
might have been overwhelming, and yet, by the evidence 
of that boy, could it have been admitted, as it probably 
would have been had he enjoyed the same instruction 
with which the other had been favored, his innocence might 
have been proved beyond a doubt! Or, that boy might 
have been an eye-witness of the horrid deed of murder, of 
which there might have been no other witness, and not 
the slightest circumstantial evidence. But that boy had 
never enjoyed Sabbath school instruction,—he knew noth- 
ing of the nature of an oath, and was not competent to 
bear witness; and the wretch, with his hands wreaking 
with the blood of the innocent, and the guilt of murder on 
his soul, escaped with impunity. 

Are the benefits of the Sabbath school, as connected with 
our interests, even for the present life, duly appreciated ? 
Is the community at large aware of what it owes to this 
institution, in reference to the single point here illustrated ? 
We think not. And facts like the preceding, of which there 
is no lack, ought to be known, and they ought to secure 
for this institution the most earnest encouragement of every 
good citizen. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


“PERSONAL POLICE, NO. 1.” 


BY THE REV. IRVING L. BEMAN. 





Roy isa fine lad six years old, tall and strong, with a 
fair face, blue eyes, and brown hair, broad brow, and ques- 
tioning affectionate expression; a picture to enchant the 
lovers of children. 
himself; a box of tools and a work-bench, whistles and bells, 
sled and wagon, and other things too numerous to mention. 
Like most boys he is gifted with a nice faculty of “ s’ posing ” 
and “making b’lieve ;” the acorn that grows to the oak of 
stern reality in manhood. One of his fancies is the police- 
man. He admires the blue coat and brass buttons, the 


He has many ways in which to enjoy | 


club and tasseled cord, and there is a resistless charm in the 
| possible revolver hid in some pocket. But the greatest 
| wonder abort the policeman is the authority he possesses, 
_and the power he represents. Roy can see right through 
an officer, and lo! beyond him are the station, the cell, the 
| court, the prison, and even the gallows. Truly, a “ terror 
| to evil-doers” must the blue-coated gentleman be, when 
viewed with such awe. And so the lad is fond of playing 
policeman. With a belt around his waist, a badge on his 








breast, a club in his hand, and an imaginary pistol con- - 
cealed, he struts about like some great captain. He fully 
understands that bad people keep out of mischief as long as 
the officer is in sight, and that the best feature of the police 
system is a presence to prevent wrong-doing, rather than 
the power to arrest and punish after the wrong. One day 
when out on the street he was too near for safety or 


pleasure to a gang of boys engaged in throwing stones at 


each other. In telling his papa about it, he said, “If an 
officer had been there, the boys would have behaved them- 
selves.” 

Now Roy is a very good lad ; there are few, if any, better 
in the vast host of noble-American boys. But he has one 
fault, common to many others: he is more sure to do just 


right when papa, or mamma, or somebody to whom he owes 
obedience, is at hand, than when free from such presence. 
There is great power for good to him in the eye, the ear, the 
voice, of some authority. It is easier to be good with the 
teacher in the school-room than when she is out. In the 
dining-room, he is more of a gentleman when his parents 
are present than after they leave the table. He is more 
considerate of the servant, and shows his sister greater 
respect, while his mamma is near. In short, on a higher 
level, he is very much like the boys who are kept from 
mischief by the presence of the policeman. Of course he 
never stoops to any of the wrong doings that come under 
the authority of the officer; he is far above that. But the 
same principle applies in his case ; his parents and teachers 
are a sort of police to him. His own knowledge of good 
and evil does not restrain him as it should. 

Knowing this fact, his father recently had a talk with 
him, a report of which follows: 

Said his papa, “So then, Roy, the bad boys behave bet- 
ter when the policeman is near than when he is out of sight, 
do they?” 

“Why, yes, sir; and when they saw one coming,’ way up 
the street, they stopped fighting so quick you couldn’t tell 
the good from the bad.” 

“Well, then, don’t you think it would be a fine plan to 
have an officer always near, say one for each boy, to go with 
him and keep him from mischief?” 

“Yes, sir, indeed it would; but there aren’t enough 
policemen for that ; there are a great many bad boys.” 

“How would it do,” said his father, “for each boy to be 
his own policeman, and keep himself from bad conduct ?” 

The idea was a grand one to Roy, and with gleaming 
eyes he approved of it, especially if badges, belts, and other 
signs of office, could be added. It was an easy matter to 
show him that if each boy should take charge over himself 
to keep out of evil, he would not require any club or 
revolver with which to beat or shoot himself. His own 
conscience should be a club and a pistol against sin, mak- 
ing him his own policeman. Evil thoughts woukd then be 
chased out of his mind like bad boys out of an orchard, and 
wicked words and wrong actions would be handcuffed like 
convicts. Thus every lad, in the gangs that infest the 
streets, would be like two persons, the good part an officer 
to keep the bad part under control. The matter thus 
explained became very interesting to Roy, and he entered 
into the talk with much animation. At the right turning- 
point, his father suggested the question, “Would you not 
like to try the plan with yourself? You be a policeman 
to keep Roy right everywhere. In all places, at all times, 
understand that your officer is present ; that he is looking 
at you down street, up street, around the corner, in 
dining-room and school-room, at study and at play; that 
any wrong will be seen at once, and the conscience-club 
and the restraining voice will be ready to stop it. In this 
way you will not need papa or mamma to keep you good; 
you will keep yourself so by the blessing of Jesus on your 
earnest effort. And I will be your court. If you catch 
Roy at fault, arrest him at once, and bring him to me to be 
tried, and, if necessary, punished. How do you like it, my 
boy?” 

After a very interesting but much more extended talk, 
Roy heartily adopted the plan. He has now a badge, 
marked, “ Personat Poxtce, No. 1,” and I expect that he 
| will keep himself in perfect order. 
| Now would it not be a fine thing for every boy who 
| reads this to join the Personal Police Corps, come under 
| the power of conscience, and keep himself everywhere out 
lof mischief? “God helps those who help themselves,” 
Whose badge will be marked No, 2? 
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LESSON HELPS. 


a 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL, 
First Quarter, 1877.) 

Mar. 18.—The Spirit on Elisha. -..--.----.-----.- 2 Kings 2: 13-25 
Mar. 25.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the School. 

{Second Quarter, 1877.) 
April 1.—The Ol Increased 
April 8.—The Shunammite’s Son- 
April 15.—Naaman the Leper__- 


12. 


2 Kings 4: 1-7 
oupeiodyenenen 2 Kings 4: 25-37 
Sen Fs Fe 
April 22.—Gehazi the Leper__...........-........- 2 Kings 5: 20-27 
April 20.—Elisha at Dothan__...........-._.-......2 Kings 6: 8-18 
May 6.—The Famine in Samaria ~--...-------.---- 2 Kings 7: 12-20 


May 13.—Jehe the Bine...........csencscnccncenns 2 Kings 10: 20-31 


Seexrsg-een= 


May 20.—Jonah at Nineveh_ nlnihiiemptentinanatngens ae 

May 27.—The Death of Elisha.........-.-.-.....- 2 Kings 13: 14-21 

June 3.—The Lamentation of Amos andbietnin Amos 5: 1-15 
1}. June 10.—The Promise of Revival ..-.---------Hosea 14; 1-9 
12. June 17.—The Captivity of Israel _.......---...--- 2 Kings 17: 6-18 
13. June 24.—Review Lesson. 





LESSON 1, SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 1877. 
Title: THE OLL INCREASED. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Anpb Gop Is ABLE TO MAKE ALL GRACE ABOUND TOWARD 
you.—2 Cor. 9: 8. 


Lesson Topic: Abounding Help. 


1. The Widow's Distress, v. 1. 
2 The Prophet's Direction, v. 2-4. 
3. The Lord's Deliverance, v. 5-7. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, March 26: 2 Kings 4: 1-7. Abounding help. 
Tuesday, March 27: Lev. 25: 39-55. Poverty and bondage. 
Wednesday, March 28: 1 Kings 17: 8-16. Peril and plenty. 
Thursday, March 29: Matt. 14; 13-21. Five thousand fed. 
Friday, March30: Jas. 1: 27; 2: 1-9. Pure religion. 
Saturday, March 31: Job 29: 1-13. Singing for joy. 

Sunday, April 1; 2 Cor, 9: 6-15, Abounding grace. 

LESSON TEXT. 
{2 Kings 4: 1-7.] 

1. Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of 
the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; 
and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lord: and the cred- 
itor is come to take unto him my two sons to.be bondmen. 

2. And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, 
what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath 
not anything in the house, save a potof oil 

8. Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neigh- 
bors, even empty vessels; borrow not a few, 

4. And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon 
thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, 
and thou shalt set aside that which is full 

5. So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon 
her sons, who brought the vessels to her, and she poured out. 

6. And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said 
unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There 
is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. 

7. Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, 
sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the 


rest 


Outline ' 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Kings 4:1. Sons of the prophets. 
pany of prophets met him 


Behold, a com- 
and the Spirit of God came upon him, 
and he prophesied among them. And it came to pass, when all 
that knew him beforetime saw that, behold, he prophesied among 





the prophets, then the people said one to another, What is this that | 


is come unto the son of Kish? 
1 Sam. 10: 10, 11.——For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the 
prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah todk a hundred prophets, and 
hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water. 
1 Kings 18: 4———And a certain man of the sons of the prophets 
said unto his neighbor in the word of the Lord, Smite me, I pray 
thee. 1 Kings 20: 35. And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and 
there was a dearth in the land, and the sons of the prophets were 
sitting before him. 2 Kings 4:38 

Thy servant did fear the Lord.——Lay not thine hand 
upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know 
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son, from me. Gen 12 Now Obadiah feared the 
1 Kings 18:3 He was a faithful man, and 
Neh. 7: 2 But the mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him 
Psa 103: 17 Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this 
is the whole duty of man. Eccl. 12: 13 

My two sons to be bondmen, 
‘dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; thou 
shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant: but as an hired 
servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, and shall serve 
thee unto the year of jubilee. Lev. 25: 39, 40. Lo, we bring 
into bondage our sons and our daughters to be servants, and some 
of our daughters are brought unto bondage already: neither is it 
in our power to redeem them; for other men have our lands and 
our vineyards. Neh. 5: 5.——But forasmuch as he had not to 
pay, his lord commanded him to be sold. and his wife, and chil- 
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Lord greatly. 


feared God above many 














Is Saul also among the prophets? | 


And if thy brother that | 


—He shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no 
mercy. Jas. 2: 13. 

v.2. What shall I do for thee? Ask what I shall do 
for thee, before I be taken away from thee. 2 Kings 2: 9—— 
And Jesus saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? Matt. 
15: 34.——Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? John 
6:5 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such 
as I have give I thee. Acts 3: 6 
rich. 2 Cor. 6: 10. 

v.3. Empty vessels. Thus saith the Lord, Make this 
valley full of ditches. 2 Kings 3 
Fill the waterpots with water. 
brim. John 2: 7. 

Borrow not a few. 











As poor, yet making many 





16.——Jesus saith unto them, 
And they filled them up to the 





Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill 





it. Psa. 81: 10 Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full. John 16; 24. 
V.4. Thou shalt shut the door, Come, my people, 





enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: 
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation 
be overpast. Isa.26: 20 But thou, when thou prayest, enter 
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret. Matt. 6: 6 When he had put them 
all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and 
them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was 
lying. Mark 5: 40. But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled 
down and prayed: and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, 
arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat 
up. Acts 9: 40 ; 

V.5. Soshe went... and she poured out. And 
she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and 
he, and her house, did eat many days. 1 Kings 17: 15. Then 
went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, accord- 
ing to the saying of the man of God. 2 Kings 5: 14 Blessed is 
she that believeth: for there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord. Luke 1: 45. 

v.6. When the vessels were full. And his servitor 
said, What, should I set this before an bundred men? He said 
again, Give the people, that they may eat; for thus saith the Lord, 
they shall eat and shall leave thereof. So he set it before them, and 
they did eat and left thereof, according to the word of the Lord. 
2 Kings 4: 43, 44. Then touched he their eyes, saying, According 
to your faith be it unto you. Matt. 9-29 And he did not many 
mighty works there because of their unbelief. Matt. 13: 58—— 
They did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the frag- 
ments that remained twelve baskets full. Matt. 14: 20. Ye are 
not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels. 
2 Cor. 6: 12. 






































V.7. Pay the debt. The wicked borroweth, and payeth 
not again. Psa. 37: 20. Provide things honest in the sight of 
all men. Rom. 12: 17. And that ye study to be quiet, and to 





do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we 
commanded you; that ye may walk honestly toward them that are 
without, and that ye may have lack of nothing. 1 Thess.4: 11, 12. 
——Neither did we eat any man’s bread for nought; but wrought 
with labor and travail night and day, that we might not be charge- 
able to any of you. 2 Thess, 3: 8. 





INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


After Elisha had received the “ double portion” of Elijah’s 
spirit, and succeeded to the prophet’s mission, he at once gave 
proof of it by his works, as the lesson last studied (2 Kings 2: 
13-25) showed clearly. 





Jehoram (abbreviated Joram) now came to the throne. He 
and successor to his brother Ahaziah. In Judah, Jehosha- 
phat reigned. Jehoram removed the image of Baal from its 
place in Israel, but clung to the sin of Jeroboam, in permit- 
ting the worship of Jehovah by the symbolic calves. 

Previous to the miracle recorded ‘in this week’s lesson, 
Elisha brought deliverance to the combined armies of Israel, 
Judah, and Edom. They had gone forth against the king of 
Moab. After a seven days’ march in the wilderness of Edom, 
south-east of the Dead Sea, they were destitute of water, and 
Jehoshaphat inquired whether any prophet of Jehovah were 
present. Elisha was there, and to him the three kings went 
| for direction. After rebuking the king of Israel, Elisha, for 
Jehoshaphat’s sake, directed what should be done, and fore- 
told complete victory over Moab. His orders were obeyed. 
The allied kings had abundance of water, Moab mistook the 
water for blood, and was misled into defeat. The Israelites, 
| however pressed this victory so far that “great indigna- 
| tion” was aroused against them. See 2 Kings 3: 1-27. 

Tradition has it that the widow of whose relief we learn in 
| Lesson I., was the widow of Obadiah, the governor of Ahab’s 
| house. The only ground for this assumption, however, is the 
| similarity of description in 1 Kings 18: 3, 12, and 2 Kings 4: 1. 














“CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., L.H.D. 

And there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the 
prophets (v. 1). It appears from this that these religions men 
did not practice celibacy, although living something of a con- 
ventual life. To this latter condition, also, there appear to 
have been exceptions, as we may judge from other passages. 
Some lived in common, others separately, in families. 

Cried to Elisha. The word is a strong one—cried aloud— 





dren, and all that he had, and payment to be made. Matt. 18; 25. 


made a touching or lamentable appeal. Elsha appears to 


was the ninth king of Israel, the son of Ahab and Jezebel, | 


have been on far more familiar terms with the people generally 
than was Elijah. He was not only revered, but greatly 
beloved by his fellow-countrymen, and especially by his relig- 
ious brethren. This woman, too, had great faith in him, and in 
his power to help. She relied implicitly on his prevalent inter 
cession with God. She knew not how he could aid her, but 
the vehemence of her cry shows her trust as well as her want. 
Her husband was one who greatly ‘‘feared Jehovah,” and 
because this also is said of Obadiah a few chapters back, some 
have thought that he and her husband were the same person. 
It is, however, a conclusion founded on very slight premises 

The creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bond 
men. The law by which the insolvent debtor might be sold, 
and his children also, was universal throughout the ancient 
world, Jewish as well as Roman. The law in Israel, as ap- 
plied to an Israelite, was remarkably mild as compared with 
that of other nations. It is referred to Lev. 25: 39: “If thy 
brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto 
thee, thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bond-servant ; 
as a hired servant and as a sojourner he shall be with thee, 
and shall serve thee unto the year of jubilee, and then shall he 
depart from thee, both he and his children with him, and shall 
return unto his own family, even unto the possession of his 
fathers shall he return.” The reason given adds pathos to the 
comparative mildness of the law, “ For they are my servants 
which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt; they shall not 
be sold as bondmen [with the sale of an irredeemable slave]; 
thou shalt not rule over him with riger; thou shalt fear thy 
God.” Notwithstanding this clear divine injunction, Jewish 
masters of Jewish servants thus acquired often treated them 
with injustice and severity, as may be inferred from the vehe 
ment condemnation of such conduct by the later prophets. 

We cannot judge rightly of these legal provisions trom our 
modern stand-point. If a man owes another, it is equivalent 
to keeping from his creditor a portion of his own property. It 
is pure abstract justice, therefore, that the former should be 
made to pay for this with his personal labor, until the claim 
is exhausted. This abstract justice was the thing kept in view 
in the Jewish law, although it may be with a disregard of 
purely sentimental ideas. “ Pay what thou owest,” was its 
stern command ; pay to the uttermost farthing. It appears 
also in the criminal law, and especially in that form of it, 
which, to some, is so offensive. It has an odious name, the 
lex talionis ; but its fundamental idea is this, that a man should 
be deterred from doing wrong through fear that the very wrong 
which he had done to another should be done unto him 
Hence the language, “life for life, eye for eye, or tovth 
for tooth,” which our Saviour seems to reprobate, although 
without intending to deny its abstract principle of justice. 
This is a very different thing from the harshness and severity 
of disposition which would demand it for anything short of 
the ultimate safety of society. 

The new law of love was designed for a very different social 
condition, where a more heavenly principle, or that of self 
denial and forgiveness, should ufliversally prevail. Living as 
we do, in a state of society so far removed from this law of 
love, we have no right to brand as severe or unjust the Jewish 
statutes. Our Saviour recognizes this right of the creditor in 
the parable; see Matt. 18: 24-28. What would seem still 
more severe was its extension to the children; but here, too, 
was involved a principle of another kind, and yet of vital 
importance to political society. The heusehold is one. Hus- 
band, wife, and children, form a little community with every 
obligation binding on each member, and in which, although it 
may be attended with cruelty at times, resides the conservative 
salt of the state at large, as composed of these lesser constitu- 
ting units. Are we not going too far, on the other hand, in 
relaxing these ties, in making the family simply a gathering 
of separate individuals without any binding connection of 
authority, obedience, and mutual liability. This appears in 
the modern tendency to render children very early indepen 
dent of their parents ; and to give the wife separate property 
to such an extent as to make her a mere partner in business, 
thereby producing continual bickering instead of increasing 
love. No doubt the hardship and cruelty frequently mani- 
fested in such relations, as heretofore existing, have furnished 
a good motive for this; but it is a great and a very serious 








question, whether, by carrying it too far, we may not be 
undermining those foundations of the state which rest upon 
the family or the preservation of the pure marital or paternal 
ideas. In our rash surgical efforts at reform, we may be put- 
ting the knife into the very quick of the most sacred social 
relations. 

A pot of oil (v. 2). The word rendered “ pot” is, in truth, 
a participle of the verb to anoint, and the whole phrase means 
simply, ow for anointing. She distinguishes this from the 
oil used with food, and perhaps from the common oil of mer- 
chandise—the oil for anointing being of a more sacred kind, 
or less used, and therefore carefully preserved for family use. 
She means that her resources of living were gone ; she had no 
oil to sell, this being with her, as it had been with her husband, 
their staple property (like our crop of grain), annually sold, 
and the proceeds applied to the maintenance of the household. 

Verse 3. Elisha is unwavering in his faith. He bids the 
woman procure the vessels of reception, and show her own 


faith by “borrowing not a few.” The rest of the proceedings 
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are to pass between her and her children alone: Thou shait 
shut the door upon thee, and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out 
unto all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full. 
She follows his directions in all their particulars ; her faith in 
Elisha and in Elisha’s God has no particle of doubt. The 
vessel which contained the anointing oil must have been the 
one from which she poured into the others, although it is not 
expressly said that that was the source of supply. In her 
eagerness to comply with the prophet’s command she does not 
heed the diminution in the number of the vessels, until her 
sons inform her that they are exhausted ; then the oil ceases 
from flowing. There is a resemblance certainly between this | 





miracle and the one performed by Elijah. This has led some | 
to regard it as only a double version of the same account, as | 
though the story had become famous in regard to the elder 
prophet, and after ages had ascribed it to his successor. 

The two narratives, however, have striking points of differ- 
ence; agreeing in the miraculous multiplication or freedom 
from waste of a material substance, they vary from each other 
in almost every other particular. For the repetition of the 
essential fact, a reason may be found in its relation to the 
greater truth which they represent. The miraculous supplies, 
as related of Elijah and Elisha, together with the similar one 
of the “twenty ears of corn” given at the end of this chapter, 
strongly call to mind our@aviour’s acts of a like kind, namely, 
the feeding of the multitude from a small quantity of bread, 
and the marvelous multiplication of the wine at the wedding 
of Cana of Galilee. It is from Christ, however, that we get 
the spiritual significance of them all: “ Man lives not by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth from the 
mouth of God.” They are the ancient words of Moses, adopted 
by the more divine authority. There is a spiritual food as real 
and as substantial as the food of the body ; more vital, it may 
be said, and life sustaining, than our daily bread. There is 
such a spiritual food, as one of the highest realities in the 
universe ; but the power of it depends not upon any quantity 
in space that may be measured, nor upon any numerical repe- 
tition or division. It is the bread that never wastes, never | 
cloys. It is compared to a spring of water, “ bubbling up to | 
everlasting life.” 

The character of material food is, in all these respects, the 
opposite. It requires a constant supply to make up for the 
continual consumption. Its sensual enjoyment is a continual 
dying, for the pleasure expires with the gratification, until | 
it is revived by the stinging of a new want. The Scriptures 
compare its vessels of supply to “ broken cisterns that can hold | 
no water ;” and so also according to the classical image, the | 
daughters of Danaus were condemned to pour into perforated | 
casks, with a constant inflowing to supply the waste of a con- 
stant outflowimg that never could be stayed. On the other | 
hand the same word of Gad, the same divine truth, the same 
holy ideas, in short, the same spiritual influence, irrespective 
of anything like quantity, may sustain, without waste, ten 





thousand souls as well as one. The thought might be enlarged | 


upon, but what has been said is sufficient to show the par- 
allelism which exists and the lesson that the Saviour expressly 
teaches, when he says of himself, “ I am the bread of life.” 
The man of God (v.7). This was his professional title 
among the people, especially the more spiritual and devout. 
He is so named as one called of God, as one inspired and 
sent by him. He is also a “ man of God” as being no longer 
his own, but belonging, body, soul, and spirit, to him who 


ordained him as his prophet. The whole lives of Elijah and 
Elisha exemplify these definitions, hence their unwavering | 


faith, and their calm confidence in the success of every work 


natural kind, or one that seems to fall out in the ordinary 
course of human history. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


LESSONS ON DAILY LIFE. 
l. The duty of benevolence, especially to widows. A miracle 


of simple benevolence is here recorded. The prophet by the | energy or by resolute economy the evil may he mastered. | 


power of God increases the widow’s oil to enable her to pay a 


debt which threatened to deprive her of her two sons. The | Present extra labor or economy. By working an additional | 


Old Testament is said to be law, the New, love; but law and 
love, judgment and mercy, are in both. As judgment is the 
background of the New, while mercy is prominent; so while 
judgment is prominent in the Old, mercy is always behind it. 
God is love, so is kis religion, and so should be his servants. 
The power he gives them they should exert in promoting hap- 
piness and relieving sorrow. The work of preaching and 
prophesying will not be hindered by kindly help to the widow 
and the fatherless. If preachers and teachers may not them- 
selves have much to give, they can use their influence with 
those who are entrusted with the stewardship of wealth. God 
specially commends widows and orphans to the care of his 
servants. “A father of the fatherless and a~judge of the 
widow, 1s God in his holy habitation.” See Deut. 14: 29; 
17:19; Isa. 10:2; Job 29:12; Psa. 146:9:; 1 Pet. 4: 10: 
Jas. 1» 27. “Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father 1s this, to visit the widow and the fatherless in 


| about his piety. “Thou knowest.” He was very poor, and 


should feel them to be a special charge. Above all should 
children help their widowed mothers. By industry, sobriety, 
economy, and self-denial, many a little boy, many a little | 
girl, has grown up to be like an Elisha, paying the father's 
debts, redeeming the family honor, cheering the mother’s heart, 
and providing for her comfort all her days. 

2. Let us so live, that after death men may testify that we | 
feared the Lord. The widow appealed to Elisha as one well | 
acquainted with her husband. “Thou knowest that thy ser- 
vant did fear the Lord.” She could confidently appeal to one 
so well able to judge as the prophet. There was no doubt 





died in debt, but he had unspeakable treasure in God. So 
let there be no doubt about our fearing God. Let us be con- 
sistent, decided, persevering in the service of Christ, so that 
whatever doubt there may be respecting our learning, or 
talent, or worldly success, those who know us best can be 
appealed to thus: “Thou knowest that he feared the Lord.” 


3. Actions may be legal and yet wrong. By the general law 
of the ancient world, a man’s property was supposed to include 
his wife and children. The labor of the children was for his 
benefit, and as he might sell them, so his creditors might sell 
them to satisfy a debt. These prevalent’ laws were modified 
and made less harsh by Moses. Among the Israelites the 
captive regained his freedom at the jubilee year. But though 
the creditor had a legal right to enforce his claim, circum- 
stances would often occur to make this cruel, as here, when 
the two sons were to be sold as slaves away from their 
widowed mother. And thus, in our day, actions may be legal 
and yet cruel. As when a creditor brings ruin on a family 
for a debt incurred honestly, and when a little forbearance 
would preserve their reputation and position. Also, as if a 
young girl in service were to steal a ribbon or a ring of her 
mistress, and were to express great sorrow for this her first 
offense, and yet were to be sent to prison to mix with other 
criminals, and perhaps be ruined forever. So also when a 
debtor makes a composition with his creditors, who agree, 
because of his poverty, to accept a percentage, if afterwards 
he becomes rich, and able to pay his old debts, but, instead of 
this, keeps his money for himself, he may be doing nothing 
illegal, but he is acting the part of a thief. He shelters under 
the law of man while robbing his neighbor who was indulgent 
towards him in his poverty, but the law of God arrests and 
arraigns him. 





4. Godly men may sometimes contract debts they cannot | 
afterwards discharge. This woman’s husband feared the Lord, | 
and yet could not satisfy the creditor. Sickness, sudden | 
calamity, the failure of others, may justify the most godly in | 
being iu debt. But the godly will not deliberately get into 
unjust debt. The widow appealed to Elijah in this manner 
| as if to remind him that the difficulty she was in was not the 
| consequence of sinful imprudence or deception. 


5. Incurring debts should be specially avoided by the young, 
for these reasons. (1.) Borrowing offers a strong temptation to 
| deceit and dishonesty. If a person lends money knowing he 


} 
| 


| and the borrower accepts it as such. But the lender generally 


expects to receive again what he lends; it is a loan for the | 


| convenience of the borrower, and not a gift. If there is un- 


"certainty of receiving it again, if the security is bad, the lender | 


| hesitates or refuses, So the borrower is tempted to represent 


to him but not what he owes, what land he has but not the 


| mortgage upon it, what he is now earning but not the disease | 
to which they are commissioned, whether it be of a super- | 


or other circumstances that he knows may deprive him of his 
| present income. If by concealment of his difficulties and false 


assurances of security he induces the borrower to lend the | 


money, when, if he knew all, he would not lend it, and if at 
last the borrower is unable to pay, he is not simply a debtor, 
he is a thief. 


(2.) Borrowing encourages indolence and pride. A diffi- 
| culty arises, income falls off. What can be done? By great 


ut if money can be borrowed, there will be no need of 
A 

| hour a day I may meet my clams. Is it not better to do so 
| than save myself at another’s risk? My income fails. I have 
been accustomed to a new suit of clothes at this time. I have 
no money to buy them, so I borrow. But why not wear my 
shabby suit till I can afford another? I live in a house at a 
certain rent. I cannot pay so much, therefore I borrow. 
| But why not go intoasmaller house? “Oh,” says one, “I 
| shall not be thought so well of. I shall lose caste!" Is not 
this miserable pride? Is it not better to know we are doing 
right than for others to think we are better off than we are? 
This sort of borrowing injures the borrower's own moral 
nature. 





(3.) It also very often is a source of increasing difficulty 
and anxiety during life. Interest has to be paid away which 


ment often leads to final ruin. 


(4.) It is very cruel to a person's family and friends. The 


| otherwise might be laid up, and the habit of putting off pay- 


will very likely never get it back, this is an act of generosity, | 


his property as being greater than it is, to state what belongs | 


up in comfort and confidence suddenly find themselves in 
want through the selfishness of one whose memory they wish 
vo respect and love. 


(5.) These reasons apply to taking long credit for goods pur 
chased. When goods are supplied with the understanding 
that they are to be paid for within a certain time, if that time 
1s exceeded the purchaser in fact becomes a borrower of the 
money, and he does so without the consent of the lender, who 
loses the interest on his money, and is in fact defrauded of it. 
This is frequently overlooked, to the great injury of the trader 
and of the public. The Apostle says, “ Owe no man anything 
but to love one another.” . 


6. As soon as we have the means to do so, we should repay 
what we owe. When the woman told the prophet how the oil 
had increased he did not say, “Go, sell it, and feast yourselves, 
and furnish your house with comforts, and with what is left 
pay the debt.” No, the very contrary: “ Go, sell the oil, and 
pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest.” 
We have no right to spend anything on ourselves except for 
the bare necessities of living and of working, while we are in 
debt to others. What we hold in our hand belongs to them, 
and not to ourselves, and we have no right without their per- 
mission to retain it. People who cannot pay their debts often 
excuse themselves from doing good to others by saying, “I 
must be just before I am generous,” Quite right. But 
this rule should not be applied first and only to benevolence, 
but also and chiefly to self-indulgence. A young man who is 
in debt and cannot pay, and yet indulges in his cigars and 
wine, and other needless luxuries, is stealing what he is thus 
spending, for the money is not his own. “ First pay thy debt, 
and then live of the rest.” 

7. Help is best rendered when persons are encouraged to 
help themselves. The power of God by Elisha could have 
supplied the woman's need without her assistance. But she 
must work, and her sons must work. So they went hither 
and thither borrowing vessels, and bringing them into the 
house, and though God increased the oil “ she poured out.” 
So let us ourselves be diligent in the use of means. God's 
help should stir us up to help ourselves. And thus it is always 
better, when we render help to others, to encourage them in 
self-exertion, because more benefit will result, and they them 
selves will be happier. 3 

8. Let us imitate the widow's faith. It required no little con- 
fidence in the word of the man of God to ask her neighbors to 
lend their vases and pitchers when they knew she had nothing 
to put into them. It seemed impossible that Elisha could fill 
them, but she acted on the divine word. So we may often 
feel it our duty to act in a way which we cannot see will lead 
us out of our difficulty ; but we must trust and obey, and we 
shall ever find that God is faithful to his promise. 

LESSONS ON SALVATION. 

1. We are all in debt to God, and have nothing to pay. We 
owe him the best love of our hearts,the daily obedience of 
our lives. If we were never to break one of his laws, but to 
_ do all his perfect will requires, we should only do our duty. 
But who has done this one single hour? “There is none 
| righteous, no, not one.”” The debt gets larger every day we 
live. We cannot discharge it. We cannot even lessen it, 
because all we can do, when we do our best, is only our duty, 
what is due at that time, and cannot be put to another account. 
If I owe money at a store, and go there to-day and pay for 
| what I get, this is no payment of my old account. “ Ye have 
robbed God!” And our great debt is all in his book, and he 
will bring it into judgment. ‘“ What must I do to be saved?” 

2. The oil by which the widow's debt was paid illustrates 
the grace by which we are saved. (1.) Oil was used for food— 
| as by the widow at Zarephath. See Ezek. 16: 13. And so the 
| grace of God is as food to the soul—nourishing, strengthening, 


| keeping it alive. ‘‘I. am the bread that came down from 
| heaven.” “ My flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed.” 


(2.) Oil was used for light (Ex. 27: 20). Pure olive-oil was 
for the lamp to burn always in the tabernacle. Christ is 
the light of the world. _ He shines within and around us. By 
his spirit he enlightens, instructs, and enables us to shine as 
lights in the world. As the two olive-trees which the prophet 
saw supplying the candlestick (Zech. 4: 11-14), so Christ him- 


| self supplies his church. 


(3) Oil was for healing (Isa. 1: 6; Luke 10: 34). So Christ 
is the good Samaritan who pours the oil of his grace into the 
wounds of our soul, soothing, comforting, curing. 

(4.) Oil was for comfort and adornments (Psa. 23:5; 92: 
10; Luke 7: 46). Christ not only heals us, but beautities and 
gladdens us. He not only provides a table for me in spite of 
my foes, but “he anointeth my head with oil.” “ He will 
beautify the meek with salvation.” “ The fruit of the Spirit 
is joy.” 

(5.) Oil was to anoint for office. Thus were kings anointe: 
—as Saul (1 Sam. 10: 1), and David (1 Sam. 16: 13). and 
priests (Ex. 29: 7). So by the grace of Christ we are made 
“kings and priests unto God,” a “royal priesthood,” the 
* Lord's anointed,” 


they” affliction." The chureh of Christ as a whole should | property they have a mght to expect for their support is __(6.) Oil was offered in worship (Numb, 6; 15), And we are 
ware joy all who are “ widows indeed,” Each’ pongregation | found burdened with debt, and those who have been brought to “present oup bodies a living sacrifice, The grace of Gog 
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in a believer heals, purifies, sanctifies, and so fits him to be an 
offering, and acceptable to God; and thus when by grace we 
yield up ourselves we say, “ Of thine own have we given thee.” 

3. The abundance of the oil illustrates the fullness and free- 
ness of our salvation, as expressed in the golden text, “ God is 
able to make all grace abound toward you.” The oil flowed 
into the first vessel and filled it, and so into the next and the 
next. It was not given in a large quantity at once, but it 
kept filling every empty vessel that was brought. As long as 
they could find vessels the oil flowed. It only ceased when 
there was no more capacity to receive it. So with the grace 
of God. It is equal to all our necessity, and is limited in its 
manifestation only by our capacity to receive it. The greater 
our need the larger our supply. “ As thy day thy strength 
shall be," whatever the size and number of our empty vessels, 
— My grace is sufficient for thee.’ However much we may 
have received in the past, there is enough for all the future ; 
and as with fresh need in the same soul, so with any number 
of applicants. Countless millions of empty hearts have been 
filled with this oil, and there is still an exhaustless store for as 
many more who feel their need and seek supply. “ Ye are not 
straitened in me, ye are straitened in yourselves.” “Him 
that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out.” 


4. The method of our salvation. As the poor widow applied 
to Elisha, and told her sad case, so let us appeal to a greater 
than Elisha. Let us confess to Him our heavy debt, and tell 
him. how we are captives to sin and Satan, unable to ransom 
ourselves, and let uscry to himfor mercy. Did he not announce 
himself as anointed to preach deliverance to the captives? 
Did he not give himself a ransom for many? We have only 
by faith to claim our portion in that ransom and it becomes 
ours. Let us shut the door as the widow did. In the secrecy 
of our own hearts let us bring our empty vessels to Him who 
is “able to make all grace abound toward us,” It is not in the 
presence of crowds, it is not by observation, that salvation 
comes to the contrite soul. Let us enter into our closet and 
shut the door. Let us listen to the still small voice. Let us 
ask God to empty our hearts of self and sin that he may fill us 
with himself. Then, having “freely received, let us freely 
give.” If we have obtained mercy, let us show mercy. If, 
like the man in the parable, our great debt has been forgiven, 
let us have compassion on our fellow-servants even as our 
Lord has had pity on us (Matt. 28: 23-35). 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 

There cried a certain woman . . . unto Elisha (vy. 1). And 
she did well to cry for help when she was in ‘need. If she 
had not asked help, she would probably not have received it. 
God's plan of giving special blessings includes the idea of 
men’s asking for special blessings. “ Ask, and ye shall receive.” 
Ask of God, and ask of God's servants. Children ought to be 
encouraged to ask of their parents advice and sympathy in 
their need, as well as directions concerning their duty. Schol- 
ars ought to ask freely for information from their teachers in 
the Sunday-school. And whatever a child of God needs, he 
ought to cry out for toGod. A man has no right to refrain 
from calling on God for wisdom and strength and daily supply 
according to his necessities, 

Elisha said . . . What hast thou in the house? (v. 2.) God's 
blessing for us is on what we have; not on what we don't 
have. Whether it is ten talents or one, we must use it. 
“ Whosoever hath, to him shall be given.” All that we have— 
and it is little enough at the best—must be put at the Lord's 
disposal, when we come to him for a blessing. If it is a rod, 
or a pot of oil, or five barley loaves, or an alabaster vase of 
very precious ointment, we must not keep it back, If you 
bring but an imperfect education, the Lord may enable you to 
preach like Moody, If you have .only the power to sing, 
there may be a mission like Sankey's for you. If it is merely 
the power to distribute tracts, or to invite your companions 
into prayer-meetings or Sunday-school, or to blow the organ 
bellows, or to make the fires and sweep out the room in the 
place of religious gathering, the Lord wants it from you. 
“What hast thou?" Whatever you have, bring it to the 
Lord, that he may make it effective for good. 

Go, borrow thee vessels, . . . even empty vessels (v. 3). 
Although the Lord wants us to bring to him whatever we 
have, if we ask from him an added blessing we must offer him 
something to put it in. If the vessels we set before him are 
already full, even the Lord can put nothing in them. Many 
aman comes to the Bible with his head so full of his own 
system of theology, or of his own denominational prejudices, 
or of the teachings of his favorite commentator, that he gets 
nothing new from the Book of God. He has only a small pot 
of the oil of truth in the house of his brain; but he has left 
no place empty of prejudice or of bigotry or of self-sufficiency, 
so that there can be any further supply of oil in his mind or 
heart. Empty vessels—open minds and hearts—must be 
brought to the Lord by those who want their oil increased. 

Her sons . . . brought the vessels . . . and ghe poured out 
(v.5). Faith and works went together in that family, and all 
hands had a share in securing the blessing. hat is the way 
to do God service, and to receive God's gifts, Bring on the 


empty vessels. Go out into the highways and hedges, and 
lead in other children to the Sunday-school, other men and 
women to the prayer-meeting and the sanctuary. As fast as 
they are filled, get yet other empty ones. And you who have 
the pot of oil, keep on pouring. Your giving will not lessen 
your supply. God can replenish it faster than you can dispose 
of its contents. This truth is quite as applicable to your contri- 
butions of money as to those of good words, in the Lord's 
cause. 

He said, . . . There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed 
(v. 6), Perhaps the widow had now as much oil as she needed. 
Possibly, if her son had brought more vessels, she would have 
had more oil. At all events, the Lord continued to give as 
long as there was an opening for his blessing. We can never 
tire out the Lord, or exhaust his supply, by coming in need 
and longing with an empty vessel for the oil of his love and 
truth and grace. If we want more knowledge of his word, 
more strength against temptation, more wisdom for our daily 
work, more opportunities for his service, more sweetness of 
temper, more power of loving persuasion, more influence for 
good, we shall find that God’s blessing will continue to flow 
at our faith-filled cry for help, so long as there is “ room 
enough to receive it.” 

Pay the debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest (v.7). 
The right using of God's gifts is quite as important as their 
right getting. The first proceeds of that increased oil belonged 
to the creditors of the widow. It was her duty to see that 
those creditors had it. We must have acare not to use for 
ourselves any money which belongs to somebody else. When 
our debts are paid, we can expect God to give us the means 
of living. If we arein debt and in need of daily bread, we 
are entitled to cry out to God for help in paying our debts and 
in securing food for our families. But unless we are ready to 
use wisely and honestly all that God gives to us, we have no 
right to expect an answer toour call for an increase of his 
supply to us. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


The story in to-day’s lesson is so simple and plain that the 
children ought to have it in the very words of the Bible. If 
the verses have already been read in the opening exercises of 
the school, ask a few questions to find out how many of the 
class were listening, and understood anything from the read- 
ing. But the scholars will think the story more their own if 
you let them read it with you, they repeating sentence by 
sentence. Do this in continuous reading, verse by verse, 
questioning upon each passage. 

“There cried—” It was a cry which made our story for to-day. 
What makes people cry? Do you think the mocking children 
cried? This was a wife of one of the prophets who was dead. 
What would you call her? A prophet’s widow. Elisha had 
known her husband, for she said, ‘ Thou knowest that thy 
servant did fear the Lord.” Her husband had been one of 
the seven thousand who had not bowed to Baal. What did 
the prophet leave his wife when he died? His good name, his 
two sons (little boys not old enough to take care of their 
mother), his prayers, his trust in God, and something else—a 
debt. He had been a poor man; perhaps in sickness he had 
borrowed money to buy food or clothes, and hoped to get well 
and pay it back; but he never did. He died, and his poor 
widow could not pay the debt. She cried because the creditor 
wanted to take her two boys to his home and keep them as 
slaves until they could work and earn money enough to pay 
back his debt. Who was the creditor? The man to whom 
her husband owed the money. Could this creditor take her 
boys? Yes; in that country they often did so, and they kept 
the sons and daughters as slaves for years. Have you ever 
heard of a son sold as a slave and carried off to another 
country? Do you wonder that this widowed mother cried 
out her pitiful story to Elisha? 

What did Elisha ask the widow? Was not that a strange 
question? Did she have much in her poor little home? We 
do not know what kind of house it was; but it was very poor 
and very empty, for she said, “Thine handmaid hath not 
anything in the house.” No old family treasures hidden 
away; no old-fashioned garment of rich stuff; no embroidered 
robe that had been handed down as a birth-right ; no precious 
jewel or piece of gold that had been given to the bride of the 
prophet in happier days; no silver cup from her father’s 
house ; no, not anything, not even a little pet lamb for the boys 
to love and feed. Yes, she had one thing, “a pot of oil.” Not 
much, only oil enough for one time, just about as rich as the 
other widow whom Elijah knew, with her handful of meal, 
her little oil and two sticks. A pot of oil was all she had; 
and Elisha used that. Did he go to the creditor and make 
him pity her and forgive the debt? Did he hide the little 
boys away where the creditor could not find them? Elisha 
believed in paying, for it was a just debt, and must be honestly 
paid. 
What did he tell the woman to borrow? What kind of 
vessels? How many? The neighbors knew she was a good 
woman and that she was poor. She did not ask Elisha why, 





and they did not know why she wanted so many vessels, but 
they seemed willing to Jond, How busy the mother and her 





boys were bringing in empty jars and bowls and pitchers not 
afew. We cannot count how many jars there were; but her 
house, so bare and empty before, must have been quite filled 
with borrowed vessels, standing about on the floor, when she 
shut the door, and she and her boys were alone. No earthly 
eye watched ; but God saw the widow as she held her little 
cruse over an empty jar and poured out the oil. His help 
gave strength to the boys as they lifted the full jar and set it 
away, and then handed another empty one to the mother, and 
she in turn poured out the oil, and then another, and another, 
and still the oil flowed more and more from the little pot in — 
her hand. ; 

So they did until they stopped and looked around for 
another, as the mother said to her son (probably the elder 
one), ‘‘ Bring me yet a vessel.” He answered, “ There is not 
a vessel more.” The oil stopped flowing; it was enough; all 
that could hold oil, full to the brim. ‘ 

Did the -httle boys know how rich they were when the 
woman left them watching the oil while she went to tell 
Elisha? Did they know that their poor mother’s tears were 
really changed to the oil of gladness? She went to the 
prophet like an obedient child willing to be taught; she was 
glad to be told what to do. He told her, “Go, sell the oil, 
and pay thy debt.” 

Sell it! When she got up that morning so poor and desolate, 
did she think that she would ever have anything to sell? Did 
the neighbors think so of the poor widow who had borrowed 
their jars and bowls? They were glad to buy; everybody 
around wanted oil; they always did ; they never before could 
buy oil sent by miracle, oil fresh from God's hand. It was 
easy to sell it; there was money in her hand, money in her 
girdle, joy in her heart. That was not all—‘ Go, and pay the 
debt.” Do not sit down and count the money and feel rich; 
but go and pay. : 

Whose debt? She did not make the debt; and he who had 
made it was dead. But Elisha taught justice as well as 
mercy ; it was right that she should pay it, and then her boys 
were free. That was not all: there was money left, the oil 
more than paid the debt. “Thou and thy sons live of the 
rest.” It bought bread and clothes enough to support them 
until the boys could help to earn a living for the mother, 
whom God helped when they could not. 

We have now all the story of this home picture. Why has 
it been kept so long that we may see it to-day ? What do you 
call the work which Elisha did, as the oil was increased? 
Every miracle in the Bible is a sign or picture-lesson to 
teach us something. What was increased? There was noth- 
ing more precious to a Jew than oil; it was made from 
the berries of the olive-tree which grew in that country. 
Do you remember how often Jesus went to the Mount 
of Olives, near Jerusalem? A Jew was considered ‘rich 
when oil increased, poor when the olive tree failed to yield 
its fruit. The oil was used for food in many ways, for medi- 
cine wher sick, to heal wounds when hurt. Don’t you 
remember the story of the traveler left half dead and the good 
Samaritan who poured oil on his wounds? Oil was used for 
light ; and poor indeed was the home left in darkness at night 
because there was no oil fir the lamp; and poor the traveler 
who could not after the sunset have a lamp unto his feet and 
a light to his path. It was used in worship. In the Temple 
it was poured on the altar, and mixed with the sacrifices; it 
burned in the golden lamps, and the light was never allowed 
to go out. It was called holy oil, and poured on the heads of 
kings and prophets when they were anointed. 

In the Bible, oil is spoken of as a sign or picture of God's 
grace. What is God’s grace? His favor, his loving-kindness, 
his gifts. What was the most precious gift God ever gave 
because he so loved the world? 

If you desire, it would be well to recall the uses of oil as 
given; and by a few questions the children will themselves 
show that Jesus, the bread of life, the light of the world, 
etc., is to the soul more than oil was to the body. 

Let us look again at each part of our story, and see how 
many lessons for us are in it. When the poor woman was in 
trouble, to whom did she go? Could the king or a rich neigh- 
bor have helped her as Elisha, God’s prophet, did? 

1. In trouble, go to God. What was her trouble? That 
same dreadful thing, debt, has been making trouble, burdening 
the lives of widows and orphans, making hard times, weary 
days, and anxious nights ever since. Elisha was right in 
thinking that nothing is honestly your own until it is paid 
for. He did not believe in debt. An axe fell in the water 
one day as some men were cutting wood in hard times, and 
Elisha worked a miracle, and made the iron swim, because it 
was a borrowed axe. Jesus did not believe in debt. When 
Peter was asked to pay some tax, Jesus brought the money 
out of the mouth. of a fish which he told Peter to catch, and so 
the tax was paid. God will not work miracles now to pay 
debt, for he has plainly taught by signs and words. 

2. “ Owe no man anything.” What did the woman have? 
Only a little, but God used it. With that the prophet helped 
her out of her trouble. Perhaps you have not much to give 
him; butif your heart is right, and you go to him with every 
want— 

3. God will accept what you have. The woman and her 
boys had something to do, Who brought the vessels? Who 
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give me a pair of shoes;" but, thinking of her poor mother’s | her house, and there are her boys now taking vessels and car- — 
distressed condition, she immediately added, “Or, if you | TYMS them into all the rooms.” Well, she borrowed not a 
ld — A 2 wilt be better pleased” | few; and when she got her house well filled with vessels, 
eeargt | 8. sus mother's rent, 1 will be better p <eee : | she took them around, and began to put her oil into them, and 
Such was her supreme wish, and both her requests were | she said to one of cne boys: “ Now, John, you just take this 
gladly granted. | vessel, and now, Jimmy, you just take this one away,” and so 
: Die ‘tet tie , | she kept pouring, pouring out that bottle of ol till she filled 
Imptictt Oseprence.—The explicit directions of the prophet | ., ry vessel brimful, It was good oil, fresh from the hands 
5. Have faith inGod. How long did the oil flow’ Longenough | Were followed by the widow. In a case of critical illness re- of its Creator—of course it was good oil. And she kept call- 
to fill every vessel that was ready, empty, and clean, but it did | cently, the physician gave very full and careful directions to | ing we " er — another Draped _ “= ~ ped 

2 ye? : ; : , rought one, the other carried it away full. And by an 

not overflow to be wasted. God will not pour out his grace | ee ee eee hey pan on mre hema | she calls out again, “Run and bring me another vessel.” 
on hearts so full of their own plans and pleasures that there | wrote memorandums of the — points to be observed. His) « Wel], mother, there ain't another vessel to be had!" Ah, 

is no room for his love. directions were carefully scrutinized and faithfully observed, | my friends, God will fill every vessel we bring. But, if we 








poured the oil? So while God will give you his grace for the 
asking— 

4. You are to do as he directs. How many vessels did the 
widow get? Suppose she had borrowed only two or three? 
Then only two or three would have been filled. It was her 
faith which brought so great a gift. 





| 














6. Empty your heart of pride and selfishness, and receive and 
improve all that he bestows. What was the woman's trouble? 
Did she say she had nothing tolive on? Did she ask any- 
thing but relief from debt? How much oil did she have at 
first? How much after the debt was paid? When Jesus fed 
five thousand with five brown loaves and two fishes taken out 
of a little boy's basket, how many baskets full were left? So 
God can take alittle given to him in love, and bless and use it, 
and have more left than at the beginning. 

7. God gives abundantly. Do you know what abundance 
means? That is what Paul meant when he was writing about 
God's grace. He said he would “do for us exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think.” So with the poor 
woman, more than she asked or thought; and, surely, every 
child who has learned how God through his servant Elisha 
blessed the widow, will understand what Paul means in the 
golden text. 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY HENRY PLANT. 
Part 1. 





Map, showing the city of Samaria—Elisha’s 
home (2 Kings 5: 3, 9); also, Gilgal, Bethel, 
and Jericho, where were schools of prophets, 
of which‘he seems to have been the instructor 
for nearly sixty years. 


| 
| 
| 





The woman—her debt—no means of paying it—the creditor 
come to take her sons as bondsmen. Her cry for help— 
Elisha’s answer—her faith—the gift of oil—payment of the 
debt, and her living. 














Part 2. 
HER DEBT. OIL. | 
NOTHING TO PAY. DEBT PAID. 
— BONDAGE. HER LIVING. | 
Part 3. 
OUR DEBT. GRACE. 
(Matt. 18 : 24.) (Titus 2: 11.) 
NOTHING TO PAY. DEBT PAID. 
(Luke 7: 42.) * (Rom. 3: 24.)| 
—— BONDAGE. ETERNAL LIFE. | 
(Rom. 7: 14.) (Rom. 6: 23.) 








The references in Part 3 are intended for use by superin- 
tendent, and not to be written on the blackboard. 


BY CHARLES T. KISSAM. 





A Wipow’s Farts -|- 1 Por or Om X Gon’s Burssinc 


HAN ENOUGH | 
O PAY 


| 


— Amone Mary Vesseis = mors | 
HE DEBT. 











ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Anciext PowER ovER CHILDREN.—The ancient Romans 
maintained the most vigorous control over their children. 
By a decree of Romulus they could imprison, beat, kill, or sell 
them for slaves, but this law was modified until Diocletian 
made a law that no free persons should be sold for debt. The 
ancient Athenians had similar customs until Solon changed 
them. The Jewish law regarded children as the property of 
their parents, liable to be sold, as any other possessions. _ 


and the results he anticipated were fully realized. A man | bring full vessels, full of conceit and pride, he can’t fill them. 


had to drive a long distance through a sparsely settled section. 
He knew nothing of its roads, but a resident who knew them | 


and so reached his destination without embarrassment. 

ALL THE VESSELS WERE FiLLeEp.—Ephesians 3: 
shows something of God's ability to fill all our vessels and to 
supply all our wants. A very poor man, who fully realized 


when a passer-by said to him, “ Tell me how it is, that you, so 
poor and needy, can sing so cheerfully.” “Ah,” said the man 
of faith, “I am poor and needy, but I have a rich father, and 
he takes care of me.” 


Exoven 1s Eyoven.—If that widow had had more oil than 
she needed, it would have been a burden to her. When some 
of the Israelites heaped up more manna than a day’s supply, 
“it bred worms; and stank.” A great many people since then 
have had a like experience with their riches. John Jacob 
Astor asked a man if he would take care of all Mr. Astor's 
property for merely his board and clothing. The man said, 
‘Of course not.” “ Well, that is all I get out of my property,” 
said the millionaire. “ Enough is as good as a feast.” “ Hav- 
ing food and raiment, let us be therewith content.” 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


2 Kings 4:1. Thy servant ane the Lord. The Rabbinsand 
some others have thought that this was good Obadiah's widow, 
and that he, by feeding the Lord's prophets in those perilous 
times, had spent his estate, and ded indebted to the king, to 
whose father [Ahab] he had been steward. But this is not 
very likely. — Trapp. 


The creditor is come——The law of Moses, like the Athenian 
and the Roman law, recognized servitude for debt, allowing 
that pledging of the debtor’s person which, in a rude state of 
society, is regarded as the safest and most natural security. It 
did not establish the custom, but, finding it established, allowed 
it; and, in allowing it, set certain limits toit. (See Lev. 25: 
39-41.)—Speaker's Comm. 


The law of Moses gave the creditor the right to claim the 
person and the children of the debtor, who could not pay, that 
they should be compelled to serve him as bondmen till the year 
of jubilee, when they should again become free.— Keil. 


V.2. What shall I do for thee? He effectually relieves 
this poor widow's distress, and puts her in a way both to pay 
her debt and to maintain herself and her family. He did not 
say, ‘“ Be warmed, be filled,” but gave her real help. He 
did not give her some small matter for her present provision, 
but set her up in the world to sell oil, and put astock into‘her 
hand to begin with_—Henry, 


As a genuine prophet of God, he does not stop his ears to the 
ery of the poor, like the creditor (Prov. 21: 13). He knows 
that he who has compassion on the widows and fatherless 
thereby serves God (James 1: 27). Gold and silver he has not; 
but he employs the gift which he has received, and does not 
stop with words. Go, and do hkewise (1 Peter 4: 10; James 
2: 14-17).—Krummacher. 


A pot of oil. Or, cruetof oil. This comprising her whole 
stock of domestic utensils, he directs her to borrow empty ves- 
sels not a few; then, secluding herself with her children, she 


was to pour oil from her cruse into the borrowed vessels.— 
Jamieson. 


yy. Go, borrow the vessels. She must be a debtor for 
more, that her debts may become less.— Bishop Hall. 


She must borrow from all her neighbors, to pay all her cred- 
itors. She must borrow the vessels—God multiplies the oil. 
A large number are lent her: the oil is poured out, and there 
is more than enough to fill them all. She sells the oil, pays 
the debt, saves her sons from slavery, and has a goodly allow- 
ance left behind.—Brown. ; 


_ V.4. Shut the door, To prevent curious neighbors from 
intruding, and witnessing the miracle, and making envious 


remarks, and perhaps making trouble by ascribing the miracle 
to soreery.— Todd. 


ed 
de 


aloof every interruption from without. The action in ques- 





Goop MEN May DIE Poor.—Martin Luther refused a cardi- 
nalship, but when he was about to die he said: “ Lord God, | 
I thank thee for my present poverty, and now, I pray thee, | 
take care of my poor wife and children, to whom I cannot | 
bequeath house, lands, possessions, moneys. But I humbly 
beseech thee to feed them, rear them, teach them, keep them, 
as thou hitherto hast done me, O Father of the fatherless and 
Judge of the widows.” 

Waar Suatu I Do ror Tuer ?—A little beggar girl saw a 
gentleman drop a valuable diamond stud. Quick as thought 
she grasped it, and running after him returned it. “What 
shall I do for you, my little friend?” said he, most gratefully. 
That was her moment of opportunity. She paused a moment, 





and as the biting frost stung her feet, she said, “ Please, sir, 


tion was not an ordinary, simple external operation, but an 


| act which was to be performed by the command of the man of | 


God, and with the heart directed towards God, that is, in faith, 
so that it was to be completed, not in the noise and distraction 
of every-day life, but in quietness and solitude.— Bihr. 


¥ So she went. If she had been a Boston woman, she 
would have said: “You don’t suppose I am going home to 
make a fool of myself and borrow empty vessels to pour that 
one bottle of oil into?” But. she took the ‘man of God at his 
word, she went; and I can see her going to the next-door 
neighbor, saying: “ Have you got any more empty vessels?” 
“How many do you want?” “Well, all you have got.” 
And then she went to the next-door neighbor, and next-door, 
and all up one side of the street and down the other, and, no 
doabt, they wondered and said: ‘What does she want of all 
these vessels?" And there were gossips then, same as now, 
and, no doubt, they said: “What is the matter with: the 
widow? There she has been carrying vessels for hours intg 


&. 


well made a rough map for his use. This he carefully studied, 


20, 21, | 


this ability of God, was singing joyfully one bright morning, | 


The locking of the door had no other object than “to keep | 


We must bring empty vessels, and then God will fill them with 
his grace.— Moody. 


The oul stayed. The goodness of God gives grace according 
to the measure of thse who receive it; if he ceases to pour it 
into our hearts, it is because there is no more room there to 


receive it. If we could receive more, he would give more.— 
| Bishop Hall. 


we ¢ 


- 


7. She came and told the man of God. The woman 
| would not use the oil till she had received directions from the 
| prophet about it. She was so honest as to feel it did not 
| belong to her till expressly given to her. Possibly, also, she 
| *,° - * * 

had some superstitious misgivings about it.— Zodd. 





HELP FROM ABOVE. 
{From Sermons by the Monday Club.] 


The brief lesson of to-day is luminous with suggestions, 
whose value time reveals and confirms. 

1. God may be inquired of for temporal relief. 

Help from above is not limited to spiritual gifts. The . 
affairs of time, as well as of eternity, are under providential 
watch and guidance. 

The prophet’s widow inquired of God through Elisha for 
relief in an hour of pressing need. Her sons (all she had) 
were to go into slavery, and she a widow. Her own depend- 
ence, her solitude, the hard fate awaiting her sons, and prob- 
ably a longing to vindicate the memory of her deceased hus- 
band by paying his debts—as has been done by many widows 
since.—doubtless these and many other heartrending emotions 
made life a burden and agony. Help must come from above, 
if from anywhere. She “cried” unto Elisha as God’s messen- 

er and representative, and her heavenly Father commissioned 
is prophet to bring her the needed help. 

Men of science may find difficulty in the supremacy and 

srevalence of law, when inquiring how God can do anything 
for human needs; but this poor widow never dreamed that 
God was a prisoner in his own dominions, fettered against 
beneficence by his own laws, which originated in love, and 
shut up in all cases to the slow processes of seed-time, growth, 
and harvest. She knew by unerring intuition that a power 
equal to the events of ordinary experience must have a reserve 
adequate to any extraordinary demands. She had found 
human wisdom and capacity sufficient to subsidize and harness 
invariable law to various ends and intermittent effects; and 
she reasoned that God. maker and framer of all, could not 
have less ability. She may have known nothing of philo- 
sophical reasoning in the nomenclature of the schools; but she 
did know that the gifts of regular seed-time and harvest, the 
| beneficence of suns uniformly rising and setting, were solid 
grounds of confidence in a power able to bestow equal gifts in 
other methods and through other channels. bles for that 
perverseness of vision—sometimes learned—which would limit 
the unseen in direct ratio with the abundance of the seen, and 
which, owl-like, shrivels before increasing light! 

2. Providential help comes in the line of resources already in 
hand. 

Eternity will reveal an amount of providential efficiency 
in all our lives which would now baffle comprehension; but, 
however extensive the divine factor in human experience, our 
strength and resources are integral and essential factors as well. 

This widow had nothing “save a pot of oil,’—assets of 
limited amount and value,—yet supernatural efficiency multi- 
plied it to equal all her needs. 

The saceel is plain, although we are not ready enough to 
practice upon it. All which God will do for us is in the line 
of our own capacity and resources. Forgetting this, we think 
ourselves disabled from usefulness, or even obedience, by lack 
of ability and favorable surroundings. We say, were our lot 
like that of others whom we know, in respect to talents, 
friends, or fortune, then we would do much. Such excuses do 
great injustice to the bounty of our heavenly Father. 

None are without some outfit at his hands, some seed which 
a fostering providence can bring to maturity and abundant 
harvest, slow or quick, as exigencies may dictate, according to 
sovereign wisdom, Our endowments may be trivial to human 
view, like the single pot of oil, but when breathed upon and 
expanded by infinite power, there will be no lack in results. 
A child's hand may turn on the giant throbbings of steam; 
a little leaven will permeate and transform the whole Jump ; 
a small spark will belt large areas with a cordon of fire—so 
all forces have an efficiency born not of themselves, but of 
their contacts and coefficients. The world’s atonement is the 

product of God perp | incarnate ; so all minor achievements 
| of divine power that affect human weal seem to require human 
foundation and leverage. 

3. Our work must precede and presume upon Sull, divine co- 
operation. 

Difficulties, almost impossibilities, in apparent mockery of 
our strength and resources, are always a stern background to 
times of need. A skeptical, murmuring, or indolent spirit, so 
easy to the afflicted, could have caught at abundant oppor- 
tunity for refusing to comply with Elisha’s directions. Such 
| a proceeding was without precedent. Her own pot of oil was 
| so small, nothing of value could come from it. Elisha had 
| apparently left her to do everything unaided and alone, and 
| she a widow in an hour of extremity. 
| The prompt obedience of this widow in Israel should be 

inlaaied In weakest hours our own strength is most indis- 
| pensable; in the storm, our own seamanship is most needed. 
| Then God helps without fostering our indolence or vanity. 
He aids when we venture upon that aid in entire confidence, 
oing forward though the Red Sea stretches out, dark and 
reatening, across our path, 


| 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 


<= 

STATE CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 
ET a Se a Ee April 24-26. 
California, at Oakland... Ts §=8=—6hh 
[inois, at Peoria_._. ee 8=6h)]lllCUF 
Missouri, at Hannibal______- Te = =—hfC 
Ohio, at Delaware... __. ae Te June 5-7. 
a i is aras echdinint teristic sdcdepennieidaalaiiing amend June 7-9. 


New York, at Buffalo__.._____- 
lowa, at Ottumwa -___._- 
Minnesota, at Mankato___ 
Kentucky, at Paris_..._.___ attlibidddeand 
Indiana, at Terre Haute___- a. 
Georgia, at Athens._......_. 
New Jersey, at Paterson... _... 


——_ Ff 4 
_June 12-14, 

.-..-.June 19-21. 
.--0-----JUNE 26-28, 
... June 26-28. 
-..--~.-...-August 24-26, 

hisieiininies November 13-15. 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Normal class every Thursday in the 
Y. M, ©. A. Hall, Conducted, Part 1, by the Rev. E. M. Saunders; | 
Part 2, by the Rev, Dr. R. F, Burns. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
vp. m., at Lecture-room of Center Church. 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal class on all other Monday 
evenings ; all at Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A, Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4v.™., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N, Y., Union Normal class at the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 





New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 p.m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- | 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y, M. C. A. Lecture-room. Normal class every | 
Thursday at 4.45 vr. m., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, the second Monday evening of 
each month, at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at | 
hoon every Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of | 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. | 

Harrisburg, Penn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. ©. A. Rooms. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. ©. A. Rooms, No, 33 Fifth Avenue. 

. Teveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from | 
12 to 12.45 yp. m., atthe Y. M. ©. A. Hall. Conducted by the Rev. | 
'rancis A. Horton. | 


‘a; ecinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
Sp. Mm. inthe Y. M.C, A. Hall. 

Ra'timore, Md., Me ting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 p. m., at 
the Sunday Schoo, \ 1ion rooms, No. 53 West Lexington Street. 

Washington, D. C., Sun \is School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6p. m., in the Y, sf ©, A. Hall. 


Louisville, Ky., Union Moet! for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 yp. m., at the Y. M,C, A. iooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting sor Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for (: ristian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both ‘u the Y. M. C, A. “:apel, and both conducted by 
© PV. Jace 

St. Louis, Union Me, tor Lesson St 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms,. ‘ Locust = ved, during the first quar- 
ter, by the Rev. Dr. James H. li Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday in the First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 


every Saturday at noon, at 


‘met. 


Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, at the First Baptist Church. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon, Also Normal class every Saturday from 11 to 12 a.m; 
and Eclectic class every Monday from 3 to4Pp.m.; both in the Y, M. 
©, A, parlor, and both conducted by B, F. Jacobs. 

Burlington, lowa, Sunday School Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month, 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y, M. C. A. Hall, Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first Wednesday even- 
ing of each month, in different churches, 

Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 





IRISH WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


The Sabbath School Society for Ireland, connected with 
the Presbyterian Church, met at Belfast, February 13. 
The moderator of their General Assembly presided. From 
the report of the secretary, the Rev. George Shaw, it 
appears that the Society now has upon its rolls, 965 schools, 
8,792 teachers, with an average attendance of 70,832. The 
total of volumes sent out by the Society during the past 
year is 390,147, of which 16,550 were donations. In this 
portion of his report the Secretary says; “ During the past 
twelve months 6,652 Bibles were bought—some of the 


| the greatest influence for good or evil was exerted. 





higher priced for the teachers, and others for the acholara— 


and thus we find that the desire is spreading that each 
scholar shall possess a copy of the word of God. Teachers 
are purchasing books to help them in their preparation, so 
that they may meet their class with greater freshness and 
power. Goodly packages of prize books go forth from our 
depository. The other appliances for the Sabbath-school 
continue to be sought after.” 

The position of this Society in the uniform lesson move- 
ment is indicated by this statement, namely: “The system 
of lessons for the year was duly prepared and issued, and 
already sixty thousand have been sent forth from our de- 
pository. We would strongly urge upon our friends in 
town and country the adoption of this uniform lesson 
throughout all our schools.” 

On Sunday-school libraries the report says: “Libraries 
are still in demand. While the periodicals furnish a most 
readable supply from month to month, it is highly desirable 
that. every school should be provided with a somewhat 
more solid and permanent literature. We are glad to find 
that, during the past twelve months, 63 schools have sent 
remittances fcr libraries. 4,871 volumes, costing £143 8s. 
2d., have been obtained from the London Religious Tract 
Society during the last year.” 

The entire income of the Society for the year was £2,698 


| 18s, 10d., which sum fell somewhat short of the amount 


expended. Addresses of cheer and encouragement from 
many workers followed the reading of the report. 





A few days previous to the above meeting the Sabbath 
School Union of Ballymena held a social tea meeting. 
This Union consists of 23 schools, 238 teachers, and 2,639 
scholars. After tea, the Rev. E. F. Simpson delivered an 
address on “Home Rule.” The Ballymena Advertiser 
reports him thus: 


He said that although his subject was Home Rule, he could not 
be called a Home Ruler, except in name. Nevertheless he was 
a Home Ruler and an advocate of ‘‘ Woman’s Rights.’’ But he was 
a Woman's Rights man in a qualified sense only. He believed in 
woman's right to rule in her own house in the fear of God. The 
Bible should be the Statute Book of the home, which is the proper 
nursery of good citizens. 


there were noble exceptions. There were parents who dearly 
loved their children, and who used every endeavor to train them 
in the fear of God and promote their spiritual welfare. 
was not far wrong, he thought, if he said the vast majority left that 
duty to others. Sabbath schools had become so universal that 
many parents thought they could leave the training of their chil- 
dren to the care of others. He was a warm advocate of Sabbath 
schools, and would wish to see them more numerous. They were 
the nurseries of the chureh, and all honor to those who engaged in 


the blessed work of teaching—a work twice blessed because it | 


blessed both the teacher and the taught. But while he was an 


| advocate for Sabbath schools, he would make bold to utter this 


statement, that if the school was to be made a substitute for the 
home, it should be discouraged rather than promoted, for the home 
was.the proper place for the training of children. The school, 


however, never was and never would be considered a substitute for | 


the home, but was designed as a help, and therefore deserved the 
utmost encouragement. The home, however, was the place where 
Children had 
confidence in their parents, and believed whatever they did was 
right. It was therefore necessary that they should be properly 
taught there. -God required and commanded it. The Israelites 
were commanded to teach their children certain statues of the Lord, 
when lying down and rising up, while sitting in the house and 
while walking by the way; and we had an echo of the same com- 
mand in the New Testament where it was said, “ Provoke not your 


children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admoni- | 


tion of the Lord.” Mr. Simpson concluded his admirable address, 


of which the above is the merest skeleton, by an allusion to the | 


fiery cross of the old Scottish chieftains and its use, and said that 
the old, old story of the cross must be handed down from sire to 
son until the whole earth shall be brought back to God. 

Near the close of the meeting, Mr. George Raphael gave 
some hints from American Sunday-schools, after which 
Mr. Given said that “the Yankees did so well because they 
took their hints from the Ballymena model school.” 





THE BOSTON MEETINGS. 


During March, the Rev. Joseph Cook becomes the Mon- 
day evening preacher at the Tabernacle, Mr. Moody devot- 
ing these evenings to inquiry meetings. A meeting for 
boys is held every evening except Saturday in one of the 
inquiry rooms, from 8.30 to 9.30. These are perhaps the 
only new arrangements of note in the conduct of the meet- 
ings. 

Requests for prayer are very numerous. At one recent 
meeting they numbered four hundred and five, which were 
classified under thirty-two heads and so read to the meet- 
ing. Among these were requests for unconverted children 
from five fathers and fifty-seven mothers. Another was for 


“a minister’s wife, addicted to the theater and worldly | 


amusements ;” another, for “the conversion of two clergy- 


men |” others for eight clergymen, “that they may be more 


It was to be feared that the duties | 
| rightly belonging to home were frequently left to others. No doubt where. I conceive that this kind of singing is not thoroughly 


But he | 





faithful in their duties.” Thirty-three churches, several 
| Sunday-schools, many Sunday-school classes, nineteen back- 
| sliders, and various cities and towns, were also among the 
| specially designated objects of prayer on the day referred to, 
| These requests were read while the audience was bowed in 
silent prayer, and at the close of the reading audible prayer 
was offered by a selected person. 

So fully are reports of the work given in some Boston 
papers, that the scripture lesson read by Mr. Moody is 
printed entire. Thus God's words, as well as the comments 
thereon, are scattered broadcast. 

Preaching of Christ as the bread which came down from 
heaven, Mr. Moody spoke of the fact that true children of 
God hunger for him. In application of the idea, the Boston 
Journal thus reports his remarks : 

Now there are a great many Christians, I think, that are what 
you might call artificial Christians, they have got the forms, but 
not the living power; they have been looking at Christ, they have 
been talking about Christ, but haven’t received him as their life, as 
| their way, as their bread. 





I heard once about some artificial bees, 

and they had some secret spring in them, so that they could make 
| these bees walk round and fly, and they were so perfect that you 
| could not tell them from the natural bee, but put a little honey 
| down and you could soon tell which were the artificial and which 
the real bees; and so you can tell, if you bring the bread of heaven 
to people, who are artificial Christians and who the Christians are 
who live on the bread. Because it does their souls good, they like 
to get the bread of heaven; and if you can only get to feed upon 
this living bread you become strong, but if you have only been 
living on form you become weaker and weaker, and there is no 
power. Let us ask God to give us to-day that living bread, and 
that we may eat more and more as we live. 

Praise meetings have become very popular at the Taber- 
nacle. Dr. Eben Tourjee proves a very valuable helper of 
Mr. Sankey, and under the combined leadership excellent 
and hearty singing is secured. Upon the general subject of 
praise Mr. Sankey gave the following valuable suggestions: 

Let me say here that I believe there are more ways of praising 
God than by singing hymns. There is another kind of singing 
_which I observe here in Boston and elsewhere. It is put under 

the head of praise, while there is not praise in it.at all. Singing to 
| one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs; now this is 





solo singing or singing alone as we have been doing here and else- 


understood by most of the people. That is to say, our understand- 
ing of it and theirs are not alike. If I should come here and sing 
a solo as we shall have to-night some songs sung in that way, there 
| is no praise in that; and in our prayers on this platlorm we often 

ask God’s blessing upon the singing of praises; and we join together 
| to sing his praise. We scarcely ever ask a blessing on the preach- 

ing of his word in song—the mission of preaching and teaching in 
| song is not understood fully. I believe that the hymns, “ Jesus of 
| Nazareth Passeth By,” and “The Ninety and Nine,” and “ What 
Shall the Harvest Be?’ do not contain a word of praise, and yet 
they are sung in all the meetings all over the country. I wish 
people would get the distinction that one class of hymns is to 
teach, and the others, such as “ Praise God, from whom all Blessings 
Flow ” and “ Jesus, Lover of my Soul,” are hymns in which the whole 
| congregation can join in praising God. But for one man to sit 
here and try to praise God for this whole audience would be a 
strange performance. Perhaps many wonder why I have sung 
alone to praise God. It is because I thought that by these sweet 
gospel hymns I might reach some heart in the great congregations. 
I thank God that he has blessed his message as sung in these great 
congregations. God has been blessing the message when it has 
| been sung alone. I get testimonies almost every day from some 





| poor soul who has received the message of God’s love through these 
| little gospel hymns, and therefore I want the Christians to have 
| faith that God can bless this way of delivering his message of love, 
and then we-will all join more heartily in the days to come in sing- 
ing the story of his love. Oh, how we might go to the bedridden 
| and outcast in this great city and sing a song for Jesus Christ! If 
you cannot go to preach to them, what a blessing would accom- 
pany the singing of one of these sweet gospel hymns to those who 
don’t come to these meetings at all. May God give us hearts thus 
todo! If we cannot preach, let us go and sing for Jesus Christ. 
He has given thousands of you voices, better voices than mine or 
those upon the platform, so that you can go and carry this message 


| of his love. 


Reports from surrounding churches have been presented 
several times, and these indicate a widespread religious 
interest. The Rev. G. F. Pentecost, pastor of a church 
almost adjoining the Tabernacle, said that there had been 
thirty conversions among his own people within a month, 
among them one entire family. From South Boston, Chel- 
sea, Newburyport, and Charlestown further cheering reports 
were presented. 

In a recent sermon, Mr. Moody illustrated God’s willing- 
ness to receive all who come to him, by this incident: 

There was a man off at sea, a sailor, whose mother had died pray 
ing for him. He was a pretty hard case, and he thought he ought 
to become a Christian. So he made up his mind that when he got 


to New York he would try to get into good society. He had an 
idea that if he could get into the society of moral men it would be 
a stepping-stone, and then by and by he might get into the fold of 
He had heard a good deal about Freemasons, and he.went’ 
and put his name in and he was blackballed: they did-not want a. 
drunken sailor, Then he tried the Odd Fellows, but they black=s 
balled him too, One day going up Fulton Street, some one gave 


| Christ. 
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him a little card inviting him to go to the Fulton Street prayer- 
meeting. He went, and a few days after he got up and said he 
came to Christ, and Christ received him; Christ didn’t blackball | 
him. 

On Christ’s willingness to accept sinners as they are, and 
on the absolute necessity for men to cast aside self-right- 
eousness and’ take Christ alone, the following illustrations 
will bear repetition : 

I once read of a man that wanted a painting to represent the 
prodigal, and he went to prisons and almshouses, but could not find 
just the model he wanted. Finally, one day he was walking down 
the street, and he met a man in rags, and thought he would repre- 
sent him. He told the man what he wanted, and wanted to know 
if he would be willing to sit for the portrait. 
would be if he was paid for his time. So the painter said that he 
would pay him well, and fixed the day and went on. The day 
arrived, and in came quite a decent-looking man, and said, “ You 
made an appointment with me to meet you.” 
at him, and said, “I never saw you before.” 


The man said he 


The painter looked 
‘Oh, yes,” the man 
said ; “you made an appointment with me this day and hour.” 


The artist said: “No, I have an appointment with a beggar at this 


hour.” “Well,” said the man, ‘I am the beggar.” ‘ You the beg- 
gar?” “Yes, I thought I would get a new suit of clothes before I 


“But,” the artist answered, ‘it was the 
rags I wanted ; I wanted you as you were.’ 

I went into the recruiting office in Chicago during the war, and 
watched the men enlisting. The first that came was a hod-carrier, 
and his clothes were so bad that if you sold them you couldn't get 
a dollar for them. The next man that came along had nice French 
calfskin boots, broadcloth coat, and silk hat. He enlisted after the 
hod-carrier, and they both had to be stripped and dressed in the 
Government uniform. 

On Friday evening, March 2, Mr Moody was unable to 
preach because of sudden illness. The Rev. Mr. Pentecost, 
however, preached at the Tabernacle, his subject being the 
prayer of the Publican. Special efforts have been inau- 
gurated to enlarge the number of working Christians in | 
Boston, and to deepen their consecration in the work. A 
Christian convention has been appointed at the Tabernacle, 
to be conducted by Mr. Moody, to meet Tuesday, March 13, 
and to close Thursday, March 16. Saturday, March 3, 
closed the fifth week of the work in Boston. 


had my picture taken.” 





CHURCH WORK. 


Not a little notoriety has been given to a recent discus- 
sion in the New York Baptist Pastor’s Conference, concern- 
ing the duty of churches, as such, to do the work now doing 
by the Young Men’s Christian Associations. That discus- 
sion was opened by the Rev. T. A. K. Gessler, of Elizabeth, 
N. J. What he thinks should be done in each church may 
be learned from what is done in the First Baptist Church 
of Elizabeth, of which he is pastor. The plan of church 
work there is thusoutlined by Mr. Gessler in the Examiner 
and Chronicle. 

1. A Committee on District Visitation, who shall at onge divide 
the portions of the city cuntiguous to the church into districts of 
convenient size, to be distinctly defined and numbered. The com 
mittee to subdivide itself under the direction of the chairman 
into twos, and to assign a district to each sub-committee. This com 
mittee shall visit every house within the limits of the district at 
large, shall seek personal religious conversation with the members 
of homes where desirable, and shall report cases of interest promptly 
to the chairman, who shall at once refer them to the pastor dF to 
the chairman of some appropriate committee They shall leave in 
every house cards of invitation to the services of the church. 

2. A Highway and Hedge Committee, to labor with boys and 
young men who frequent the street corners, the railroad depots, or 
our saloons, and to devise means for securing their attendance upon 
divine service on the Lord’s Day, and upon the Bible school and 
our evening meetings. The committee to be watchful of opportuni- 
ties presenting themselves in travel, in business intercourse, or in 
other casual meetings, for inviting non-church-goers to the house of 
God. 

3. A Committee on the Sunday-school, of which the superintendent 
of the school shall be chairman; whose duty it shall be to promote 
in every practicable way the interests of the school; who shall visit 
absent scholars upon notification that ascholar has been absent two 
Sundays, and shall seek new scholars for the school 

4. A Committee on the Social Visitation of Members of the Congre 
gation, whose duty it shall be to visit persons coming as strangers | 
and attaching themselves to our congregation, to call upon such 
members of the congregation as seem otherwise neglected, or wher 
ever their visits may for any reason be beneficial 

5. A Committee on the Sick, who shall visit any member of the 
congregation that may be sick, endeavor to provide them with 
volunteer nurses wherever necessary, and to take cognizance of 
cases of sickness of persons unattached to any church, where their 
ministry may be acceptable and promotive of good 

6. A Committee on Tract Distribution, who shal! district 
after the manner of the district visitors, and 


the city 
distribute tracts 
throughout their several districts once a month so far as practicable. 

1. A Committee on Strangers, who shall take their places at the 
doors at the opening or conclusion of every public service, and 
welcome strangers, introducing them to members of the congrega- 
tion, and securing for the pastor's use the addresses of such as pro- 
pose permanently to attach themselves to the congregation. They 
shall also, on each Saturday evening, address a card of invitation 
to every hotel visitor spending the Lord’s Day in our city. 

8. A Committee on Prayer-Meeting Absentees, who shall seek out | 





| absentees from prayer-meetings, and urge upon them the duty of 


attendance. 
9. A Lecture Committee, who shall provide for the delivery of 


| courses of free lectures, and make necessary arrangements for their 


success 

10. A Committee on the Poor, who shall seek the relief of any 
cases of destitution occurring in the districts covered by our work, 
who shall solicit gifts of clothing for poor children who would 
otherwise be deprived of the privileges of our Sunday-school, and 


generally to seek the relief of the burdens of poverty resting upon | 
| such as, having no claim upon the funds of the church, are yet in 


The committee to be 
limited in its expenditures to the funds collected by itself for its 
own work. 


any sense connected with our congregation. 


ll. A Committee on Missions, to present to the 
Work” in connection with the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Union, or the general work of Home and Foreign Missions. 
Also to supplement by personal solicitation, when necessary, the 
public appeals for missionary contributions. 


items of interest 


12. A Committee on Temperance, to present to the “Chur h at 
Work ” amonthly report of the general progress of the great reform, 
and to labor by especial effort to bring the slaves of appetite within 
reach of the influences of the gospel. 

13. A Committee on Finance, to collect and disburse the funds 


used for purchasing tracts and for printing 


The motto to be printed on all cards and circulars of invitation | 


in the words, “ The Church at Work,” 
meeting is held on the Tuesday following the first Sunday in every 


under which designation a 


month, excepting July and August, when each committee reports a 
detailed account of the work done during the month. This meeting 
is open to the public, and such exercises shall be had as shall serve to 
quicken enthusiasm and interest in the various forms of beneficent 
enterprise. At these meetings no action is taken involving the 
expenditure of church funds excepting of a recommendatory char- 
acter, nor is any business to be transacted other than that relating 
to the work of the committees provided for in this plan. 

The plan was inaugurated by appointing the pastor and deacons, 
and two other brethren, a committee to assign every member of the 
church a place on some committee. And it was made the duty of 


the pastor and deacons to assign to every member hereafter added 


to the church a place on some committee of the Church at Work. | 


It is a rule, also, that whenever for two consecutive meetings the 


| chairman of any committee fails to report upon work done without 


excuse, the person holding the second place on the committee shall 


| be notified by the pastor of his or her elevation to the position of 


ebairman 

To the successful prosecution of this work, it is absolutely indis- 
pensable that the best men and women be selected for the chairman- 
ship of the several committees. The first committee especially de- 
mands a person of executive and organizing talent—the sixth is of 
the same character. The first, fourth, fifth and tenth committees will 


be made up most largely of ladies. Children, and persons whose 


occupations forbid the assumption of greater responsibilities, can be 


assigned to the sixth committee. 

No machinery will run itself. Behind the most perfect organi 
zation must be the power of the divine life to energize our effort 
In prayerful dependence upon the Spirit of God must our work be 
undertaken, or it will certainly fail. 
for faith, however. 
at it. 
prayerful Church at Work. 


Let us not mistake fatalism 
The man who proposes to hit something aims 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 

—The eighth semi-annual convention of the Sunday- 
school Association of Westport, Mass., is called to meet 
Tuesday, March 27. 

—The Sunday-school Congress of the Methodist Episcopal 
Churches of St. Louis is announced for April 9, 10, the Rev. 
Dr. Vincent presiding. 

—An annual convention for the Fifth Sunday-school Dis- 
trict of Iowa has been held at Toledo in that state. The 


local papers gave extended reports of the proceedings, so | 
that persons who could not attend the meetings were ena- | 


bled to receive somewhat of its benefits. The genial spirit 
of this gathering is illustrated by a topic on the programme 
of the first session,—‘ Handshaking as a means of grace.” 
Thirty minutes were given to practical experiences on this 
point. M. C. Hazard, of the National Sunday Sehool 
Teacher, was present, and spoke upon several topics. 


—A circular is already issued giving particulars of the 
next convention of the New York State Sunday School 
Association. The convention will be held at Buffalo, com- 
mencing Tuesday, June 12, 1877, at 3 P. M. 
tinuing Wednesday and Thursday, June 13 and 14. Each 
Sunday-school and Sunday-school Association in the state 
is invited to send two delegates. The local committee, on 
behalf of the people of Buffalo, extends hospitality to pas- 
tors, officers, and delegates. The usual reduction in railroad 
ind steamboat fares may be expected, due notice of which 
will be given, and an excursion to Niagara Falls, ete., on 
Friday, June 15, 

—The first annual convention of the Sunday-school 
workers of Washington County, R. 1, met at Westerly, 
February 20-21. The programme was a good one. From 
The Narragansett Weekly we glean the following abstracts: 

The school may rightfully expect from the home (1) Faithful 
attendance, secured by parental authority ; (2) Hearty co-operation 


Church at | 


Let the church which proposes to accomplish anything be a | 


, and con- | 


and sympathy, especially with the teacher, in his government and 
instruction ; (3) The study of the lessons in the family; (4) The 
| supplementing of the teachers’ work at home; (5) Prayer. . ~ 

| The school has a right to expect from the church, (1) Officers and 


teachers, The pastor is ex officio general overseer and instructor 


(2) The supplementing of each seventh day’s instruction with every 

day example. (3) Home comforts, and all necessary helps and con- 

veniences. The Sabbath school, by work and suffering, prepares 
| the way, as did John the Baptist, for a living union with Christ, the 
great teacher, on earth and in the many mansions. .. . Thechurch 
may expect from the school (1) An increased attendance upon the 
regular service ; (2) Better singing; (3) Increased membership. . 
The home may expect (1) A better home life; (2) The influence 
of good books. A book characterized by a weak religious senti 
mentalism is not a good book: good books are those which, though 
they may not be strictly religious, inspire one with lofty purposes; 
| (3) The home has a right to expect the beneficent ministrations of 
Christian teachers, as they visit their scholars. 


PERSONAL. 


—John B. Gough had, at the last report, made 5,680 tem- 
perance addresses. 


—Pére Hyacinthe has been preaching at Bale, Switzer- 
land, to large and interested audiences. 

—The Princess Louise formally opened the new School 
of Art and Science, at Brighton, England, on Friday, Feb- 
ruary 2. 

—Mr. Franklin W. Smith, who was disabled by an 
accident a few weeks ago, has resumed his place as chief 
usher at the Boston Tabernacle, 

—Professor H. 8. Osborn, of Oxford, O., whose map of 
Palestine is so widely used in our Sunday-schools, is deliv- 
ering a course of lectures on the Geography of Palestine 
before the students of Lane Theological Seminary. 

—The Rev. D. C. Babcock, of Philadelphia, is appointed 
a district secretary of the National Temperance Society, in 
charge of the states of Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
the District of Columbia, and the southern portion of New 
Jersey. He will gladly respond to calls to speak on the 
temperance cause before Sunday-schools or other gatherings. 


| His address is 1808 Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia. 





—Not long ago, Mr. De Witt C. Jencks, a Sunday-school 
| worker in Eastern Connecticut, wrote to the officers of the 
_American Board proposing to devote, himself and his prop- 
_erty to the foreign mission work, if any place should open 
_ for which his business education had fitted him. Referring 
to this proposition, The ‘Missionary Herald says : 
Soon after, a special request came from the mission in Japan, ask- 
ing for an earnest self-sacrificing Christian layman to act as treas- 
urer and business agent, connecting therewith, also, such mis- 
sionary work as would naturally grow out of the position. Here 
then were the man and the place, as has been so often illustrated, 
divinely appointed for each other. 
And now Mr. Jencks is on his way to his work in Japan. 


—-Conclining the well-known writer of attractive Sun- 

day-school books—“ A. L. O. E.,” “A Lady of England” 
—a correspondent of The Christian at Work, from Alla- 
habad, India, writes pleasantly : 


| Charlotte Maria Tucker is the daughter of Mr. Henry St. George 
| Tucker, an English gentleman, “who long and ably served his 
| country, first in India, where he rose to the position of accountant 
| general, afterward in England, as a director of the East India 
Company.” Seven sons, as they grew to manhood, left England 
| for India, where they held positions of honor and trust. Of India 
| and its people Miss Tucker had heard much from her earliest 
years, and she grew to womanhood holding in her heart.a deep and 
tender interest in the spiritual and temporal welfare of India’s 
| millions. She at Jength conceived the idea of coming herself to 
| India to labor for and among its benighted daughters. The deay 
| father and mother had both been called to their rest, and to an 
| elder brother Miss Tucker communicated her desire to go as a 
missionary to India. Her brother was even then in great feeble- 
ness of body, and knew that, should the desire of his much loved 
sister be accomplished, it would probably be for him a last earthly 
farewell. But he did not hesitate. In India’s service his own best 
years had been spent; and now, no longer able to labor for her, he 
| rejoiced that one whose heart was so full of love for her people had 
a mind to be spent for them, and cheerfully he gave her his bless- 
ing. To a dear widowed sister the story of her new resolve must 
next be told. Knowing that the already sorely wounded heart 
would deeply feel this added pang, Miss Tucker waited until the 
Sabbath, and then told her sister of her purpose, putting into her 
hands at the same time a little package of missionary journals and 
reports, and saying, “ When you have read these. tell me if you can 
detain me. To-morrow we will talk of the matter 
will give to God, and ask his Spirit to guide us.” When the mor- 
row came the sister gave her tearful consent. Preparations for an 
early departure were made, and in November last Miss Tucker 
landed on the shores of India. . . . As soon as she had decided to 
give herself to the missionary work in India, she applied herself 
diligently to the study of the language, and she had made most 
commendable progress. 


To-day we 


Her diligence was marvelous. 


Every 
moment was industriously employed 


When sitting in the family 


,toom and entertaining us, as she knew so well how to do, with 
| pleasant converse, her hands were busy in some useful work; and 
‘when ia her own room she was constantly employed with her 
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books or her pen. Yet all was done without ostentation. One of 
the days of her visit was spent in visiting the former home and the 
grave of a brother who fell at his post of duty during the terrible 
mutiny of 1857. He had served long and faithfully in India, not 
only his country but his God, devoting much of his large income to 
works of benevolence, giving to the missionary cause about $200 
in gold per month, and one year even more. To a clergyman who 
had expressed a fear that his liberality might put himself into 
straits, the Judge of Tutteypoor returned this reply: “ There are 
in India at least 5,000 adults who die daily, allowing the adult 
population to be 86,000,000; so that you see that every delay or 
intermission, or slackness, or stinginess, or laziness, on the part 
of those who have the means of evangelizing the people of 
India, is to be reckoned at the rate of 5,000 souls daily! Woe 
unto those who do the Lord’s work slackly!"’ At the entrance 
to the station, and close by the high road, he caused four 
tablets of stone to be erected. On two of these tablets are en- 
graved, for they are still standing, the Ten Commandments. On 
the remaining two is the Saviour’s message of mercy to man- 
kind in John 3: 14-18. The time and strength which remained 
after the duties of his office were discharged were spent by this 
noble Christian man in earnest efforts for the spiritual welfare of 
those around him. In the bazaars, in the streets of the city, during 
the week and on the Sabbath, his form was seen and his voice 
heard, as he boldly and earnestly preached Jesus. It was his deep 
and abiding sense of the debt which he owed to the Saviour who 
had given his life for him which impelled him to devote not only 
his means but his heart and his soul to the Lord. In such words 
as these he expressed his deep gratitude: “If every hair upon my 
head were a life, it would be too little to sacrifice for the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” He was at length called to lay down his life. He 
fell by the hands of those for whom he had lived and labored and 
prayed. Some time after his death a missionary writes: ‘ I visited 
the ruins of his bungalow, and saw upon the walls of his sitting- 
room, printed in large letters which fire and water had not obliter- 
ated, on one side the words, ‘Fear God,” on another, “ Love 
your Enemies,” on a third, “ Prepare for Death.” It was to labor 
among the people who had pursued even to the death one so dear 
to her that Miss Tucker had left her pleasant English home, with 
its refined surroundings, and her circle of choice friends. Return- 
ing from her brother's grave and the scene of his loving labors, 
more tender than before seemed her interest in the poor heathen 
around her. 








THIS AND THAT. 


cnnqneeniiiiiitions 

—“ As arule, the more mortgage on a church the less reli- 
gion in it,” is the way The Christian at Work expresses itself 
on church encumbrances. 

—In its new dress the Pacific Christian Advocate is 
quite a new paper. In brightness of appearance and of 
matter it is quite attractive. 

—The Christian Observer, of Louisville, is republishing 
articles from the earlier numbers of the Visitor and Tele- 
graph—which it succeeds and represents—of half a cen- 
tury ago. 

—A new candidate for a place among lesson helps, 
announcing a graded series of notes on the lessons, says : 
“These notes are taken from the International Question 
Book, of the Uniform Sabbath School Lessons, adopted by 
the International Committee for 1877.” Who can tell what 
that means? 

—Not long ago the Rev. Dr. Vincent advertised for speci- 
men Sunday-school Concert Exercises, offering to pay ten 
dollars for the one which should be adjudged the best of 
those sent in to him. Itis now announced that “a judicious 
committee awards the ten dollars” to the Rev. R. 8. Green, 
of Westfield, N. Y. 

—The eagerness with which the public read Mr. Moody’s 
sermons may be inferred from the fact that since the com- 
mencement of the meetings in Boston, the circulation of 
one of the daily newspapers reporting his sermons has gone 
up from 30,000 to nearly 40,000.. One gentleman orders 
three hundred copies every Monday, which he sends to dis- 
tant cities for gratuitous distribution. 

—There is still an opening for “spelling-bees.” The 
Punjab Advertiser asserts that “a school-master in the 
North” actually received “from a householder in his neigh- 
borhood” a letter of which this is a verbatim copy: “Cur 
ass you are a man of no legs and I wish to inter my sun in 
your skull.” What the writer wanted to say was: “Sir: 
As you are a man of knowledge, I wish to enter my son in 
your school.” 

—TIn mentioning the fact that the late Professor Henry 
B. Smith “had doubtless the most cultivated and richly 
stored mind in the ranks of the ministry,” The Interior adds 
that “there are scores of minds, with not half his erudition, 
that are exercising much more influence on the thinking of 
the age than he did. His acquisitions were like gold and 
gems hoarded in an Oriental treasury. Producing minds 
are in a perpetual state of intellectual impecuniosity, always 
short in the much coveted treasures of knowledge, and with 
constant and pressing demands for more of them than they 
can acquire. But it seems to be a law that the highest 
reaches in scholarship are inconsistent with the greatest 
success in molding the theught of the age.” 


; 
| 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—_—__——_— 


HOLY CROSS.* 


Now that this absorbingly interesting monograph on the 
wood of the Helena cross is written, it seems a wonder that it 
had not occurred to some one to write it long ago. Aside 
from its relation to the central theme of the Christian faith, 
this story is of the highest historic importance, and is at the 
same time colored with the most attractive hues of romance. 
Whatever this wood, so long held sacred, may have been, it is 
scarcely possible to overestimate its influence upon the new 
religion of the first centuries, or upon the nations of Europe 
and Western Asia down to the final expulsion of the Christian 
powers from Holy Land. The wars, the crusades, the pil- 
grimages, the private enthusiasms and devotions, the knightly 
enterprises that changed the face of Europe, are simply inex- 
plicable without it. Never has any other symbol or object so 
powerfully affected the world’s history. It is not necessary 
to believe with King Baldwin that “this wood was of the 
holy cross upon which God himself was tortured;” but we 
must remember that for a thousand years millions did so 
regard it, and that millions now so regard it, before we can 
comprehend the secret of very great historic movements, or 
the sublime faith that made armies victorious and gave the 
church and the world some of their most shining examples of 
heroism. 

The subject was a congenial one to the author ; no American 
writer whom we know is so well equipped for its elucidation, 
With all his fondness for the study of the antique and the 
romantic Orient, and his conservative leaning to the traditions 
of the past, he has an uncommonly clear head for weighing 
and sorting evidence, and his scholarship is always held in 
rein by the sharpest common sense; he approacliés this theme 
with the utmost reverence, and yet with the enthusiasm of the 
trained archelogist. His profound acquaintance with the art 
and literature of the Orient has enabled him to produce a 
volume which will be as valuable to those fond of curious 
research and learning as it will be to the simple Christian, 
who will rejoice to strengthen his own faith in the contempla- 
tion of the mighty power of an unquestioning belief. The 
narrative of the author is a model of clearness and vigor, and 
it not seldom, when the occasion requires, becomes brilliant in 
description and eloquent in its argument. That the little 
volume will meet at home and abroad quick and enduring 
recognition we do not doubt. 

The wood whose history is here traced, is undoubtedly that 
found by the Empress Helena, in the year 325, at the foot of 
the supposed rock of Calvary. The mother of Constantine 
was a devout Englishwoman, and there is no reason to sup- 
pose that she was a party to any deception, if deception was 
practiced. Constantine, who was only a political Christian, 
had conquered by the sign of the cross, and it was a kind of 
political necessity that the cross should be procured. Very 
likely it was arranged that it should be deposited where it 
and fragmetfts of two others were found, and that the true 
one of the three should be identified by its miraculous healing 
properties. Mr. Prime regards the present sepulchre and site 
of Calvary as the true one, taking issue on that point with 
some modern scholars. There was no dispute about the site at 
the time of the invention of the cross. Eusebius seems to 
have had no doubt about it; but it is very significant that he 
has no word of approval of the genuineness of the cross 
found. 

But the True Cross was instantly accepted by the Christian 
world, and became not only a kindler of enthusiasm, but the 
most efficacious means of the conversion of barbarian Europe. 
“ The discovery of these old pieces of wood in Jerusalem shook 
the world with an emotion scarce ever before experienced.” 
The empress sent a piece of the wood to Constantine, with two 
or three of the nails. The wood was placed in the head of a 
statue of himself. One of the nails was fixed in his helmet; 
one or more ornamented the bridle of his war-horse—to fulfill 
the prophesy of Zechariah that holiness to the Lord shall be 
on the bridles of the horses. All those relics have disappeared. 
But from time: to time bits of the cross, by purchase or by 
gift, found their way into Europe. An exceedingly interesting 
part of this volume is the history and influence of these frag- 
ments. A considerable one is now in Vienna. Inspection of 
some of these fragments, some of which are almost microscopic, 
lead the writer to the opinion that the wood is oak. One of the 
most celebrated pieces of wood that came from the pit where 
the cross was found is part of a tablet with a tri-lingual in- 
scription ; very little is left of the Hebrew, but the Greek and 
Latin (all written from right to left) are nearly entire. The 
author gives us a picture of this decayed piece of wood. It is 
undoubtedly the tablet sent to Rome by Helena, and ever 
since preserved in the Church of Santa Croce, which was spe- 
cially built to enshrine it. This piece of wood, which is ten 
inches long by seven wide, is altogether the largest fragment 





* Holy Cross. A History of the Invention, Preservation, and Disap- 
pearance of the Wood known as The True Cross. By W.C. Prime, LL.D. 
Small quarto, Cloth. Pages 143, New York: A, D. F. Randolph 
& Co, 





extant of the wood found by Helena. And in this connection 
the author corrects a vulgar error, that enough wood is shown 
in various places to build a dozen crosses. Few of the frag- 
ments known are large enough to be called a piece of wood. 
Generally speaking, the prized relic of “a piece of the true 
cross,” possessed by church, crowned head, or private person, 
is a minute speck of wood, scarcely visible to the naked eye, 
set sometimes in an ivory tablet, always enclosed in a costly 
reliquaire. All the so-called relics of the cross in the world, 
gathered into one piece, would not make a block of wood as 
large as the Santa Croce tablet. 

Into the history of the cross itself we have not space to 
enter. For three centuries it was in the custody of the bishop 
of Jerusalem. When the city fell into the hands of the Sara- 
cens, the cross seems to have been concealed in the hands of 
the Christians. The entire history of the first, second, and 
part of the third crusade belongs to the history of this cross. 
It was finally lost forever to the Christians, when vivifying 
faith in its Lord was lost, in the battle of Hattin, July 5, 1187. 
Saladin wasits captor. The vivid portrait of this remarkable 
character and the description of the battle of Hattin fill one 
of the most glowing and brilliant chapters in the book. The 
cross was seen two or three times after by Christian pilgrims 
in Jerusalem, and then it disappeared forever. 

In a concluding chapter of tender memories and reverential 
eloquence the author discusses the cui bono of this history, 
and the value of forms and rituals. The chapter will provoke 
much comment, and perhaps its critics will find it easier to 
ignore it than to answer it. Certainly, in these days, our 
greatest danger is not in an excess of reverence. 





Protestantism: Its Ultimate Principle. Ry R. W. Dale, 
M.A. Birmingham: Milton Publishing League, 1877.— 
Here is a little book with more suggestive thought in it than 
is often found in large octavos. The author, well known to 
the theological world by his recent work on the Atonement, 
has been elected to deliver the lectures on preaching at 
Yale Seminary during the next year. Should they fulfill the 
expectations raised by this lecture —for the work is in substance 
a lecture before the London Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion,—Mr. Dale is likely to become popular on this side of the: 
ocean. What Dorner failed to give in his great ‘“ History of 
Protestant Theology " is given in this volume, namely, a state- 
ment of the Ultimate Principle of Protestantism, ‘‘ The direct 
access of the soul to God—the direct access of God to the soul 
—this is the ultimate principle of Protestantism.” The author 
shows how the three more obvious principles find their origin 
and their explanation in this: The right of private judgment 
becomes “ neither the right to doubt, nor the right to ‘ think as 
we please,’ but the right to listen to God when God speaks to 
us, and the right to receive that direct teaching of the Spirit of 
God, which is one of the noblest prerogatives that Christ con- 
fers upon all who believe in him.” So the authority of Holy 
Scripture is shown to be not the putting of a book between the 
soul and God, as the Romanists affirm, but the possession of a 
volume “so written, explain it how you will, that those who 
read it devoutly forget the book and rejoice in the open vision 
of God.” Not less skillfully and truly does our author bring 
under the ultimate principle of Protestantism its distinctive 
doctrine, that of Justification by Faith. ‘Come home to God, 
and come at once; and as soon as you come, the Father you 
havé forgotten will throw his arms around you, and tell you that 
there is still a place for you in the fair mansions of the heavenly 
city, and that in his own heart your place has never been lost ; 
transform this into a doctrine, and you have the doctrine of 
Justification by Faith.” The concluding paragraphs, referring 
to the contest with Rome, ought to be read and pondered in 
this country. The final sentences in the book show the atti- 
tude of Mr. Dale: “ The true defense of the nation against the 
power of the papacy does not lie with politicians, nor with 
ecclesiastical courts, nor with controversialists. We must 
constantly reiterate that it is at once the duty and the right of 
every man to listen for himself to the voice of God, and to 
appeal for himself to the infinite mercy which in the death of 
Christ atoned for the sins of mankind ; and we must make it 
clear that in the whole of our controversy with Romanism and 
Ritualism we are but vindicating this right and enforcing this 
duty.” (12mo. Cloth, 75 cents.) 


The Still Hour. By Austin Phelps, D.D. Boston: D. Loth- 
rop & Co.—This book, now eighteen years old, has been one 
of the great successes of the American publishing trade. In 
beauty of thonght and grace of expression it is a classic, and 
deserves a place on the shelf beside Spinckes and Bishop 
Andrewes. The present edition is tastefully produced. (16mo, 
pp. 136. Cloth, $1.00.) 


The two volumes of the admirable Memoir of Norman 
Macleod is now brought out by Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. in 
one serviceable octavo, and can be purchased at $2.50. We 
found occasion to commend this Memoir heartily at the time of 
its first appearance, and are glad to welcome it in this com- 
pact and attractive dress. It isa sign of a healthy taste in 


the community that multiplied editions of a book of this char- 
acter are in demand, 
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In the March Wide Awake, George L. Austin 
gi es an attractive sketch, accompanied by 
illustrations, of James Russell Lowell and his 
home at Cambridge. 





If the little folks are not getting some practi- 
cal acquaintance with astronomy in these days, 
it 1s not from a lack of simplified and helpful 
teachings. The pictures and stories of the 
stars, by Professor Proctor, month by month, 
in St. Nicholas, ought to multiply young star- 
gazers. 





Quite an attractive series of illustrated 
sketches of the Rev. Rowland Hill, and of his 
work as pastor of Surrey Chapel, appears in the 
March number of The Sunday at Home. “A 
Passover Night on Gerizim,” and another 
chapter of “ Pictures from Jewish Life,” are a 
continuation of the sketches of Jewish manners 
and customs which have for some time been 
an important feature of this magazine. A 
chromo frontispiece embellishes this number. 
This magazine, published in London by The 
Religious Tract Society, and furnished monthly 
to subscribers in this country by The American 
Sunday School Union, at $3.15 a year, is a 
choice magazine for family religious reading. 





The engraving of the March Eclectic is a 
very good portrait of Mr. W. D. Howells, 
whose face is as markedly characteristic among 
our younger generation of literary men as is 
his style. The contents of the Eclectic this 
month is particularly’full, and the articles, for 
the most part, are of interest, and suggestive. 
In a paper on ‘ The Ascent of Man,” reprinted 
from Macmillan, Professor Goldwin Smith 
reviews the discoveries in evolution and 
points out their iimitations. A paper by 
Richard H. Horne, concerning “Eyes and 
Eye-glasses,” from Fraser's, merits a reading 
by those who have eyes to see; for it is, in a 
small way, a treatise,in a readable shape, 
on the important art of preserving sight. 





There is certainly no lack of variety in 
Frank Leslie's Sunday Magazine. Picvures, 
and stories, and sermons; sketches of travel 
and biography; poems, bits of devotional 
reading, and a little of everything, are in its 
pages. The March number opens with an 


illustrated sketch of ‘“‘ Holy Week in Rome,” | 


by Mary Lowe Dickinson. Dr. Deems has 
something to say of the necessity of so living 
—in these days of newspaper activity—that 
none of our actions would bring us into dis- 
grace if they were reported in the daily press, 
while he deprecates the too great freedom 
taken by reporters in giving publicity to mat- 
ters of sacred personal privacy. He refers in 
this connection to the report, at second-hand, 
of the conversation between himself and Com- 
modore Vanderbilt, when the latter first par- 
took of the Holy Communion. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head. The interests of our readers will guide 
us in making further notice.} 


Suecestions For Hovse Decoration in Painting, 
oodwork, and Furniture. By Rhodaand Agnes 
Garrett. Illustrated. (Art at Home Series.) limo, 
p. 90. Cloth, $1.00. Philadelphia; Porter & 
soates. 


Scamp anv I. AStory of City By-ways. By L. T. 
Meade. Illustrated. 16mo, PR 213. Cloth, $1.25. 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. (For sale 
by the Presbyterian Board of Publication.) 


Pomponta; on, THE GospeL 1n Casar’s Hovsenoxp. 
By Mrs. Webb. 16mo, pp. 480. Cloth, $1.50. Phila- 
delphia: Presbyterian rd of Publication. 


A Puea ror Arr in THE House. By W. J. Loftie. 
Illustrated. (Art at Home Series.) 16mo, pp. 100. 
Cloth, $1.00. Philadelphia: Porter & Coates. 


Tus Poon Cuitpren’s Prenic. By Kate Neely Hill. 


ismo, pp. 106. Cloth, 45 cents. Philadelphia: | 


American Baptist Publication Society. 


Ferne Fremine, A Novel. By Mrs. Catharine A. 
Warfield. 12mo, pp, 424. Cloth, $1.75. Philadel- 
phia: T. B. Peterson & Brothers. 


Avyrrus or Tagaste. By Mrs. Webb. 16mo, pp. 379. 
Cloth, $1.50. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. 

Pamphlets. 
Giving in Hard Times. A Word to the People and 
their Pastors. By the Rev. John Abbott French, 

Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


Florida as a Permanent Home. By D. H. Jacques. 
Charles W. Blew, Jacksonville, Florida. 


Bible Baptism. What It Is and What It Means, 
By the Rev. E. W. Hicks, Newark, Ill. 

Reid's Illustrated Floral Tribute for 1877. W. H. 
Reid, Rochester, N. Y. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


“Brown’s BroncH1aL Trocnes,” when 
allowed to dissolve in the mouth, have a 
direct influence on the inflamed parts, allay- 
ing Pulmonary Irritation, and giving relief 
in Coughs, Colds, and the various Throat 
Troubles to which Singers and Public 
Speakers are liable. 





THE little fellows in our Sunday-schools 
ought to have the best. The Food for 
Lambs, published Wrrxkiy by Edwin A. 
Wilson, Springfield, Illinois, is perhaps not 
surpassed for the price. Four pages, Choice 
Illustrations, the International Lessons in 
the simplest way for young minds, in every 
number. Send for specimen. 


BIBLE-READERS want helps to enable 
them to get the best understanding of what 
they read. They will find these helps in the 
Dictionary of the Bible, Sacred Geography 
and Antiquities, Cruden’s Condensed Con- 
cordance, Bible Atlas and Gazetteer, or a 
Pocket Atlas, Bible Text-Book, and Bible- 
Reader’s Help. All by the American Tract 
Society. Depository, 1512 Chestnut Street, 
Phila. Send for a Catalogue. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 





Every reader should write to Henry 8S. Date, Chi- 
eago, llls., for 150 beautiful assorted decalcomanie 
pictures, which he will send, postpaid, for only 10 cts. 








My book, * Frrry YEARS with THE SapBatn Scuoozs,” 
sent —— on receipt of the price, $1.75. Asa 
But.arp, Cambridgeport, Mass. 

Just the thing for rewards, gifts, ete. 15 cents 
buys either, or 50 cents all, 250 elegant mixed decal- 
comanie pictures—50 fine gem chromos—35 nice 


embossed pictures—1 lovely surprige bouquet. All 
postpaid. Write Henry 8. Date, tango. iis. 
SaratocaA Sprines.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has no superior in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its appliances, for the treatment of ner- 


vous, lung, female and other diseases, Learn more 
of them by sending for a circular. 











The Grand Union Hotel, of New York, opposite 
Grand Central Depot, is one of the most popular of 
the New York City first-class hotels. It is so con- 
veniently located to the Grand Central Depot, that 
all expense of carriage and bag expressage is 
saved its guests. Persons contemplating visiting or 
passing through New York, will do well to give the 
Grand Union a trial. The Grand Union supplies 
every advantage afforded by a first-class hotel, while 
the rates of charges are moderate, being suited to 
the stringency of the times. 








Wizor’s Cop Liver Ow anp Lime.—Persons who 
have been taking Cod Liver Oil will be pleased to 
learn that Dr. Wilbor has succeeded, from directions 
of several professional gentlemen, in combining the 
pure oil and lime in such a manner that it is pleasant 
to the taste, and its effects in lung com nts are 
truly wonderful. Very many persons whose cases 
were pronounced hopeless and who had taken the 
clear oil for a longtime without marked effect, have 
been entirely cured by using this preparation. Be 
sure and get the genuine. Manufactured only by 
A, B. Wirzor, Chemist, Boston. Sold by all drug- 
gists. 








*C.—BANKRUPT STOCK PURE LINEN HDKFS. 
6 for 6, 12% to 25e. Very fine. 

Figured Pearl Shirt Buttons, 1, 2, 3 to 10c. doz. 

6-yd pieces Roll Tape, only 2c. apiece. 

One ag or 14 rows of pins for 154c. a paper. 

50 doz. English Steel Scissors, 20, 25 to —. 

Beautiful Hamburg Edgings, 5, 1244, 25 to T5e. 

Bankrupt Stock, Children’s Hose, 6, 124% to 50c. 

Bankrupt Stock, Ladies’ Hose, 6, 25 to 40c. 

Ladies’ Silk-fleeced Gloves, 1214, 15 to 18e. 

Fine White Wool Flannel, 12%, 20, 31 to 50c. 

Heavy double-width Table Linen, 31, 37% to 5c. 

Linen Crash Towels and Toweling, 7, 10, fs to 25c. 

White Shirt Buttons, 12 doz. will cost only 4c. 

Rubber and Ivory Buttons, 8 to 12'e. a doz. 


OWEN EVANS’ Cheap Store, 


128 North Eighth St., door below Cherry. 


Ltifnl Fl For only 10e. and stamp, I 
peal th 1OWETS i a of th eet Double 

month, a large age 0 © choicest Double 
Rose-flowered fo A ony and two other choice new 
varieties of flower-seeds, and my Catalogue for 1877- 
Send now, and see the liberal premiums I offer. 
L. W. GOODELL, Amherst, Mass. 


$ ONE DOLLAR. ¢ 


SPOONER’S GARDENING GUIDE FOR 1877, 
And Spooner’s special collection, 30 varieties 
choice Flower is. or 25 varieties selected 
| Vegetable Seeds, mailed to any address on re- 
| ceipt of $1.00; or the Guide free to applicants. 
| WM. H. SPOONER, Boston, Mass. 


PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 

We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 

exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 

years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 

day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 

ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 

J. B. WATKINS & CO., 


Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 


























30 Pine Street, New York. 


IMPORTANT. 
The Oxford University Press 


Has Just Issued a New and Complete Series of 


TEACHERS’ BIBLES 


Prepared expressly for the use of 
Sunday School Teachers, Bible Students and Others. 


They may be had in Three Editions, as follows, viz: I. Pearl type, 24mo—size, 54x4 inch. 
II, Nonpareil type, 16mo—size 6x4 inch. III. Minion type, 8vo—size 73x5} inch. RaNwING IN 
PRICE FROM $1.50 To $8.00. 

They contain, in addition to the authorized versions of the Old and New Testaments, the follow- 
ing supplementary matter: The Title of the Bible. Hebrew Divisions of the Bible: I. The Law. 
II. The Prophets. III. The Scriptures. Divisions of the English Bible. ‘The Canon of Scripture 
The Jewish Canon. Preservation of the Old Testament. The Christidn Canon. Analysis of each 
of the Books of the Old Testament. An Account of Early Copies. Divisions of the New Testament 
Analysis of each of the Books of the New Testament. Mirac es in the Old Testament Parables in 
the Old Testament. Miracles of Our Lord. Parables of Our Lord. Harmony of the Gospels 
Journeys of St. Panl. St Paul's Voyage to Rome. Jewish Sects and Parties ; 


*hronology of the 
Old Testament. List of Kings during the Divided Monarchy. 


Genealogy from Adam to Jacob 


Supposed Chronology of Acts and the Epistles. Geography and Topography of Palestine. Royal 
ond Beered Places. Natural History of Bible Lands. Ethnology. Historical Summary. Symbols 
used in the Bible. Tables of Weights and Measures. The Jewish Year. 


Names and Titles of 
Christ. Prophecies referring to Christ. Special Prayers. Index of Persons, Places, and Subjects 
Pronouncing Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names. Cruden’s Complete Concordance. Twelve 


beautifully executed Maps. For list of prices, and styles of binding, apply to your bookseller, 


or to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
Sole Agents in the United States for the Oxford University Press, 
42 Bleecker Street, N. Y. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS, NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





SECOND EDITION. 


The Bible for Bible Teachers, ARROWS +» ANECIOTRS 


woode’s imprint. They are furnished in three sizes, 
and at prices from $1.50 UP ro $8.00—all alike as to 
matter, the only difference being in size and style of 
binding. There is no reason = any or 
school or Bible Teacher should any longer be with- 
gut the BEST. 

Ask for a Descriptive Circular. If the books can- 
not be supplied to Fa at home, drop a postal card to 

TT, YOUNG & CO., 
Cooper Union, New York 


NEW AND FRESH 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


JUST READY. 


BY 
DWIGHT L. MOODY. 
Compiled by JOHN LOBB, Managing Editor of The 
Christian Age. 
Price $1.25, Postpaid. 
PUBLISHED BY 
HENRY GURLEY, Y. M. C. A. BUILDING, 312 Fourth 
Avenue, New York. AGENTS WANTED. 


GENTS WANTED for the Full History of 
the Wonderful Career of 


Moody and Sankey 


in Great Britain and America. Embraces biog- 
—, sermons, songs, addresses, prayer meeting 
talks, incidents, gems from the great preachers, 


L 
A YOUNG MAN’S DIFFICULTIES WITH a eo ~ P. |. = 720 pages, 13 
HIS BIBLE. By W. D. Faunce, D.D., author | €D85. Price, $2. Sells at sight. For best terms ever 
of the “ Fletcher Prize Essay,” ‘The Christian — ae You ar Conte (i = 
Ps the World.” 1 vol. 12mo, cloth, black stamp, hio. ; . ge 
25. 
Thisis a book that should be placed in the hands 


Ohio. 
as Sabbath School Libraries 
IL 
LECTURES ON JHE HISTORY OF PREACH- ‘ 


ING. By Joun A. Broapus, D.D., LL. D., Pro- 

iessor in the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- bas~ We beg to draw the attention 

nary, Greenville, S. C., and author of “ A Treatise | of those intending tu replenish their 

on the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons.” | Libraries to the NEW Sabbath 

1 ~ roy rpc = 50. School Books of our own publica- 
ao 8 0 SOGE OF — tion, which have been issued dur- 
. - a . ing the past three years, ail of 

WHY FOUR GOSPELS? or. THE GOSPEL peore- 

FOR ALL THE WORLD. Designed to aid | @Méeh have been selected with great 

Christians in the Study, the Home, and the School, | C@7€+ 

and to a better understanding of the Gospels. By SEND FOR OUR NEW CATALOGUE. 


Rev. D. S. Gregory, author of “ Christian 
| Ethies.”” 1 vol. 12mo, price, $1 50 Books of other publishers, and of 
| Every Christian should read this book. the various religious publication 
IV. societies, also supplied. 
anne OF PARLIAMENTARY PRAC- C rt > Ch 5 5 Li 

CE. New and thoroughly revised edition. By 
P. H. Meu, D.D., LL. D., Professor of Ethies arvers eap 8.5. Library, 
and Metapbysics in the University of Georgia. ‘No. 1. 
50 vols., cloth, wooden case, net $20. 


1 vol. 16mo, 75c. 
RECENTLY PUBLISHED. ? 

= Carters’ Cheap S. S. Library, 
COMMENTING AND COMMENTARIES. By No. 2. 

Rev. C. H. SpurGeon, containing a list of and 

advice as to the best Commentaries published. | 5° Vols.. meat cloth, 12,530 pages, wooden case, net $20. 
1 vol. 12mo, price, $1.25. Lists of the Books contained in each furnished. 


VI. 
THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER: ITS UTIL- Robert Carter 
ITY AND RELATIONS TO PROVIDENCE. By hag rg 


Dr. P. H. Meu. Price, 60c. 
An invaluable little book. —— 




















Vil. © 
SPURGEON’S LECTURES TO MY STU. 
DENTS. Price, $1.25. 


VII. 

LIFE OF TRUST. By GzorGe MULLER, 
Price $1.75 

Either of the above sent by mail, post-paid, on 
receipt of the price. 

SHELDON & COMPANY, 
8 Murray Street, New York. 
neatly printed on 50 nice tinted 


STYLISH VISITING CARDS for 10c., mixed tints. Y OUR NAME cards for ibe. 80 Granite, 20c. 

Samples for Stamp. Garvin & Co., Bethlehem, Pa. =™ — rege y a nS R Fi st mong 
z SS ee en | Beste Bees. ; 

ANTED—Good location for Country Newspaper, seca 

also Shoe Store. Epocar Jones, Hamilton, Va. 


WATCHES. Cheapest in the known 
world. Sample watch and outfit free ta Agents, 
Por terms address COULTER & CO.Chicago 





























FANCY CARDS, 10 styles, with your name in 
gilt, lic. Try us. Schell Bros., Malden, N. Y. 








Exeaayt Cann , » atyles, with ‘name, 10c. post- 
25 paid. GEO. 1 REED & CO., Nassau, N. ¥. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


SONG HERALD) 





H. R. Palmer's New Book for Singing 
Schools and Choirs. The best since his 
“Song King,” of which over 


200,000 HAVE BEEN SOLD! 


75 cents each by mail: $7.50 per dozen, by express. 
SPECIMEN PAGES FREE. 


PALMER’S THEORY 


The book students and teachers 
have been waiting for. A practical OF MUSIC 
guide to the study of Thorough-bass, Harmony and 
Composition. Covers the whole ground in a manner 
so simple that a child may learn. 


Bound in Cloth, $1, by Mail. 


MUSIC | CHURCH'S | MUSIC 
Musical Visitor. 


THE INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF MUSIC. 

CONTAINS at least worth of new music 
during the year. Sto- ries, Sketches, Corres- 
pondence, ete., by the best writers. No music lover 
should be without its monthly visits. Choice of four 
elegant premium volumes tree to every subscriber 
ut $1.00 a year, Send stamp for sample and full par- 
ticulars. Agents wanted. 


JOHN CHURCH « CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 








MARK TWAIN'S 
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Self-Pasting Scrap-Book, 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 

A neat affair,and it now becomes as easy to file 
away & scrap as it is to stampa letter.—Baltimore 
Gazette. 

Amore convenient book for the purpose could 
not be desired.— Cincinnati Gazette. 


No. 1 size, 7% by 10 inches, half cloth...._____- $1.25 
No, 2 size, 74% by 10 inches, half roan, cloth... 1.75 
No. 4 size, 74% by 10 inches, full cloth ._....___- 2.00 
No. 6 size, 7% by 10 inches, full moroceo ~. 2.50 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


(871. SELECT NOTES. (877. 


Explanatory, Illustrative, Practical. 


The fullest Commentary in one volume on Topics 
for 1877. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet. With selections 
from 250 best authors, and larger than any previous 
| issue. Price, $1.25. Interleaved Ed., $2.00, 





ife story, to illustrate in the 


receipt of price. 


HENRY HOYT, PUBLISHER, 





STONES. 
New Sabbath School Books 


PUBLISHED BY THE 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 





EYES AND EARS: Or, How I 
See and Hear. 
By AUNT YEWROWNCKIE. 16mo. Illustrated. 
Price, $1.25. 


BOYS AT EASTWICK. 


By M. E. GRIFFITH. author of “Leaves and 
Fruit,” &c. lémo,. Four illustrations. Price, $1. 


PEWIT’S NEST SERIES. 


By MISS MARTHA FINLEY (Martha Farquhar- 
son). 12 vols. 32mo, Each two illustrations, 
Price, $8. 





Address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1334 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 


Fifty Sermons by 0, L, Moody 


FOR ONE DOLLAR. 


1 Where art Thou? ‘ 
Moody’s Sermons 3 Address to Young Men, 
Moody’s 


No. 1. 
Moody’s 


8 Address to Young Men, 
No, 2. 
Sermons 4 What Christ is to Us. 
Moody’s 
U 
Moody’s 


5 Naaman. 





10 The a Thief. 
11 Daniel No. 1. 
Sermons 12 Daniel No, 2. 
13 Daniel No. 3. 
14 The Pharisee and the 
Publican. 
15 Work. 
16 Come. 


17 Praise. 
Sermons 18 Behold! 


Sermons 





No. 8 size, 10% by 12%4 inches, half cloth 

No, 10 size, 10% by 124% inches, half roan, cloth. 

No, 12 size, 1014 by 124 inches, full cloth_____- 2.7! 

No. 14 size, 1014 by Ww inches, full morocco... 3.50 
Copies mailed on receipt of price. 


SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 
Biank Book MANuFACTURERS, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 








19 Trust. 
20 Repent. 
Sermons 21 Excuses, No. 1. 
22 Excuses, No, 2. 
23 Sudden Conversion. 
+“ His own Brother.” 


ay 
Sermons 25 The Precious Blood, 
No. 1 


26 The Precious 


Sermons _ .\°.2 


6 The Life of Lot. 
Moody’s 


7 The Life of Jacob. 
Sermons ¢ the Lite or Peter, 
’ 
Moody’s 


Blood, 





ANPER AND GOL 


A NEW BOOK OF SONG 
FOR THE 


Sunday-School. 


By T. C. O’KANE, 


Author of “Every Sabbath,” “Songs for Wor- 
ship,’ " Dew-Drops of Sacred Song,” 
Fresh Leaves,’ etc. 

Besides many original pieces, composed 
expressly for this work by this well-known 
author, the collection will contain the choice 
compositions of other popular authors, the 
aim being to secure a 


Rich and Rare Variety. 
It will be pub- | 








both of Songs and Tunes. 
lished about the 


Middle of March. 


| 


Send 35c. for sample copy 


HITCHCOCK & WALDEN 








UBLISHERS, 
Cincinnati, 
Chicago, 
St. Louis. 


Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 


27 How’ to Study the Bible, 


oO. . 
28 How toStudy the Bible, 
Sermons 2 


vO. 2 


29 Address to Parents, 


No. 1. 
30 Address to Parents, 
Sermons *° Adres 
31 Sinners Called to Re- 
ventance, 
Sermons 32 christ the Good Shep- 
rverd. 
33 Their Rock is not as 
our Rock. 
Sermons 34 Address to 
Men. 
35 Hindrances, 
36 Charity. 
Sermons 37 Heaven, No. 1. 
38 Heaven, No. 2. 
39 Rewards. 
Sermons 40 Blindness. 
41 * Weighed.” 
42 The Good Samaritan. 
erm. 43 To the Afflicted. 
ES) ons 44 What shall I do to be 
Saved ? 
45 Christ’s Commands. 
Sermons 46 How to Conduet In- 
quiry Meetings. 
47 The’ I Wills” of Christ. 
48 The Mission of Christ. 


’ 
Moody’s 
Moody’s § ; 
ys OTMONS 49 The Sacritice of Christ. 
50 The Death of P. P. Bliss. 


The above-named fifty sermons by D. L. Meedy 
will be sent prepaid to any address on receipt of 
one dollar by the undersigned. Also for sale 


Gospel Hymns No.2. 30e. 
Moody’s Favorites Stgints Bibles from sito 
Grace and Truth. 50c. 


Regeneration. 10c. 


Moody’s Favorites Notes on Genesis (C. H. 
M.), $1. 
Notes on Exodus (C. H 


M,), $1. 
Moody’s Favorites notes Gn Leviticus (C. H. 
), $1. 


S 
M.), $ 
; “J Notes on Numbers (C. H. 
ood Vor M.), $1. 
M y s Fa tes Cruden’'s Concordance. 


> Tr 


ee de 
’ . Cruden’s Concord. (cond.), 
Moody’s Favorites ~ si.so. 
Scripture Text Book. T5c. 
ADDRESS 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
36 Bromfield St., Boston. 


} Built of the Golden Texts, 1877 | 
Price $1.25. By Archie Fell. 348 
pas’ s, in 52 short chapters. A 
sayings and doings of Maybee | 
and friends the golden thought 
of the texts, 1877. Mailed on 


No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. | 


9 The Conversion of Saul. | 


Business 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


THE 





Evangelical, Non-Sectarian, Independent, 

| Wide Awake, Lively and Entertaining 

Rev. WM. M. TAYLOR, D.D. 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEP. 
EDITORIALS 

EVERY WEEK BY REV. W. M. TAYLOR, D.D. 

SERMONS 

EVERY WEEK BY LEADING MINISTERS. 

| CONTRIBUTORS 


Ovr ConrripvuTors are the most talented writers in 
the United States and Europe. 


AGENTS WANTED 
FOR EVERY TOWN IN 
The United States and Canada, 


to whom cash inducements will be offered for can- 
vassing for Tue 


Christian at Work. 


TERMS :--$3 per year in advance. 
J. N. HALLOCK, Publisher, 
102 Chambers Street, .Vew Work. 
P. O. Box 5105. 


49> For Clubbing Rates with this paper. see notice 
in our Local column. 


‘Now Ready. 


HRISTIAN UN 
EXTRAS. 


| Occasional Papers reprinted from the Christian Union 
in convenient and prominent form for preserva- 

tion and reference. 

| No.1. Our urch Work: A series of papers 

by the ReW Stephen H. Tyng, Jr.. D.D., on 

| p, Sine § Work. Setting forth in three articles: 

| Ingathering, Training, and Work, the methods 








adopted by the “Church of the Holy Trinity,” 

(New York City,) and the results attained. 
| No. 2. How to Study the Bible, by the Rey. 
} Lyman Abbott. In four articles: Means of Study; 
| Methods; More about Methods: and Studying 
} the Sunday-School Lesson. Giving plain and 
| practical directions to Sunday-school teachers 
| 


—————— | 


Christian at Work, 





[Vol. XIX., No. 11. 


WORTH REPEATING. 


OPIUM IN CHINA. 

[The Rey. Isaac Pierson, in The Missionary Herald. ]} 

Flower-beds have their fashions, as well 
as dresses. Forty years ago the poppy was 
a pretty garden flower in America. fis rich 
green leaves, and its stately height of from 
two to two and a half feet, marked it as a 
proud plant; while the beautiful white or 
purple petals of the full-blown flower, as well 
as the crown-shaped top of the drying seed- 
vessel, kept up its pretense to regal honor. 
But its day is gone, snd comparatively few 
of our children have ver seen it. Would 
that the children of China had never seen it! 
But thousands of acres, in every province of 
that country, are devoted to its culture. In 
mountain regions, where-ancient rivers once 
spread out, and long since left the rich foot- 
lands, the traveler most frequently finds 
patches of an acre or two; and in regions 
whence it is difficult to transport the bulkier 
products, it abounds. 








The lotus is the pride of China, and many 
atime have I drawn rein on the leeward 
side of a pond covered with its innocent 
blossoms, to feast upon their loveliness and 
fragrance. But a field of blooming poppies, 
what different thoughts they kindle! Beau- 
tiful plants, graceful and stately, but, alas! 
deadly too. “The poison of asps is under 
their lips.” 

PREPARING THE DRUG. 

In July, when the plants are in bloom, 
and ere the petals fall, the farmer goes among 
them, and with a sharp shell, or other imple- 
ment, cuts a ring around the seed-vessel, 
which is as large as an English walnut. The 
next day he brings a little tin cup, like a 
spice box, and wiping off the cxwtet juice 
with his finger, he scrapes it over the sharp 


| edge ofthecup. This he does daily till, hav- 


and other lay students of the Bille what books 


to get, and how to use them in Bible study. 


| Weare prepared to furnish these pamphlets at | 


| 10 cents per copy, in quantities of twenty or | 


more. Single numbers 15 cents, or any two 25 


cents. 
HORATIO C. KING, Publisher, 
27 PARK Puiace, New York. 


-KELLOG@’S 


LIsTsS 


FOR 


WESTERN ADVERTISING. 
Country Newspapers 


ALL OF THE BETTER CLASS. 





Smallest Circulation, 300 Copies Weekly. 
From that up to 2,886 Copies. 





The undersigned takes pleasure in announcing 
that he has modified and improved his Lists by 
excluding all of small circulation, admitting none 
| whose cireulation is not 


| AT LEAST 300 COPIES. 
He represents in his List about 
370 COUNTY SEATS 
| And his papers ‘ 
| established journals, being on an 
AVERAGE EIGHT YEARS 
OLD. 


Of the seven hundred papers, about four hundred 
are the only papers in their respective towns. and 
afford the only means of reaching the public of 
those places. It will not be forgotten that of the 
circulation of the average country paper, fully 


| 90 PER CT. STAYS NEAR 
HOME 


Instead of being scattered over a large territory not 





* | specially desired. 


These papers are offered in groups of Lists, or 


BY SEPARATE STATES 


At very low prices; and it will in this ease be found 
true, as it generally is, that 


THE BEST IS THE 
CHEAPEST. 


Files open to advertisers. Lists of papers and 
estimates furnished by mail or in person. 


A. N. Kellogg. 
77 and 79 Jackson Street, Chicago, Ill. 


| 





| but how is it in the end? 





e most of them old and long- | 


| tanned him. 


ing added one or two more rings, the juice 
is all gone, and his harvest 1s gathered. 
The juice, already thickened, is then exposed 
to the air till, by evaporation, it is reduced 
to a putty-like consistence, when it is rolled 
up into balls as large as a cocoanut, and 
covered with many thicknesses of the fallen 
petals of the poppy flowers. Then it is ready 
for market, and forty of these balls make a 
chest of opium, the weight of which is from 
one bandved and ten to one hundred and 
twelve pounds. 
SMOKING.— ITS EFFECT. 


To say that one-hundredth part of the 
opium of China is used for medicinal purpo- 
ses, would be a large estimate. The opium 
of ninety-nine at least out of every wns hah 
dred chests is consumed in smoking. The 
smoker, or more commonly a retail mer- 
chant, buys a ball of opium, and by mixing 
it with water, seething and straining, remix- 
ing and straining again, and evaporating, he 
reduces it to a soft mixture, like jelly or tar. 
This is put into little boxes of tin, ivory, or 
horn, large enough to contain each three or 
four thimbles full, and so it goes to the 
smoker. He, with his fingers and a slender 
stiletto, somehow makes of it a little pellet, 
as large as a pea, and puts this wpon a pipe, 
rather than into it; and having pricked a 
hole through it, draws the flame from a lamp 
through it and into a long a we Thus the 
fumes go into his lungs, and he is—happy ! 
Happy for an hour or two in a beastly sense, 

The Bible says, 
“Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death,’ and this is sadly true of the sin of 
opium smoking. 

At a public inn in Pao-ting-fu, I met 
daily, a little man, about thirty-five years 
of age, who had smoked opium for twenty 
years. He was slender and frail, and when 
he laid off his coat, as the Chinese are wont 
to do in their homes, his ribs could all be 
traced from end to end, and his arms were 
scarcely twice as large as the bones alone 
would have been. The opium had fairly 
You could see it in his face, or 
wherever his body was exposed. He looked 
like a mummy, and could hardly have 
weighed seventy pounds. 

When once the thirst for opium has taken 
possession of a person, he will spend his 
money for that rather than food, and many 
a man has confessed to me that his daily por- 
tion of opium cost him more money than 
would the entire support of another man, or 
of one or two children. Led on by this 
thirst, many sell, by degrees, their lands, 
their houses, and even their clothes; and 
then, falling into the beggar class, they go 
from house to house begging for food, such 
as we feed to swine, sleep in the streets 
where chance may give them a shelter, and 


_ soon sicken and die. 


At Yi-cho, I once had occasion to build; 
and it being known in the city that I wished 
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to purchase TEER mr was sent me that | 
there was a fine, large house near by for 
sale, wholesale or retail. I went to see st, 
and: found that the materials of which it 
was bnilt.had been, and still were, of ex- 
cellent quality, but that all was sadly out 
of repair. The paving of the court was 
disturbed, bricks were missing from the 
walls and tiles from the roofs, while several 
great craeks let the light through what had 
once been strong brick walls. A part of 
the house had already been sold, torn down, 
and carried away. In the main room was a | 
large, unburied coffin. I was told it con- | 
tained the father, who had been dead nearly 
a year, and that he had not been buried for 
lack of the money necessary to pay the 
funeral expenses. A glance at the son, 
who was now the owner, told the cause of 
these wretched surroundings. He was of 
unusually good height and well formed, but 
his garments were dirty and ragged, his eye 
was heavy, his face sallow and waxen. He 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, : 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies. - - - $2.15 each. | 
- 15 to 29 = “7. 1.90 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 


of making their subscription state that they are | 


such, $1.65 each. 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


——$ 


Suoscriptions will be received for any portion ot 


was an opium smoker, and Satan had put | 4 year at yearly rates. 


his mark upon him. T have since seen him | 
in the streets of that city, apparently a com- 
mon street beggar 

Sometimes the prevalent use of opium 
casts a blight upon a whole village. Travel- 
ing through the province of Shantung last 
January, | came one day at noon to such a 
place. “It was upon a great traveled road, 
and was a‘ regular station, where almost 
every traveler stopped for lodging or food, 
and it should have been a thrifty village ; 
but everything was as though famine or 
pestilence had consumed the life of the 
pate The men, women, and children 
were among the worst I have ever seen; 
fit subjects for Dante’s pen. When we 
drove away, even my rude driver shrugged 
his shoulders and said he was glad to escape. 
Such cases are not uncommon. 


INVINCIBLE POWER OF THE HABIT. 


The beggars in China are fearful sufferers 
they are said to live only three years, on an 
average, after they have once fallen into that 
class ; and among the causes which lead to 
beggary opium holds the first place. Its 
poor victims, having squandered everything, 
are still beset by the accursed craving, and | 
are forced to satisfy it by eating the ashes 
from the opium pipes of others. 

We have a few in this country—a very 
few, I am glad to believe—who, in one form 
or another, use opium; and we sometimes 
hear of their ‘table attempts to free them- 
selves from their bondage. The struggle is 
all but futile. Not one in a score of those 
who have once contracted the habit ever rid 
themsekves of it, even here, in the midst of 
a moral people, ‘where popes sentiment is 
strong against it, and where good people are 
ever ready to help the unfortunate to regain 
their manhood. But in that darkened land 
there is no healthy public sentiment to re- 
strain the tempted, no helping hand to 
reclaim the fallen. Waking too late to a 
sense of his condition, his doom seems cer- 
tain. Sometimes, often, such persons come 
to the missionary and beg for some medicine 
which shall cure them of their cravings, 
some panacea to save them from their doom. 
But no such panacea has yet een found, | 
and we are helpless. We know only of the 
cure found by trusting in Him, who said, “ 
will, be thou clean.” 

Poor, deluded, heathen China! Yet it 
was a Christian nation that taught her this 
vice. The darkest page in England’ s history 
is‘ that which tells of her compelling China | 
to admit the traffic in opium, and of the si/- 
ver which has been weighed out for the dives 
and the sou/s of millions of deluded suffer- 
ets | 

The Christian church is spending about 
$600,000 yearly for the salvation of China; 
but merchants from Christian nations are 
taking from her not less than $60,000,000 a 
year, and giving her in its place, every 
twelve months, 6,000 tons of opium! She 
has learned to raise it too, and for every 
pound she buys she produces another. 

Words cannot describe the curse entailed 
on China by opium, yet the use of it is in- | 
creasing year by year. “When I was a | 
boy,” atid's noble young preacher in our | 
mission, “there was not a man in my village | 
who took opium; but now there are hun- | 
dreds who smoke it, and many saloons.” 

Oh that some one might take incense, and 
coals from off the altar of the Lord, and run 
in quickly between the dead and the living, 
that the plague might be stayed. Why 
should not the Church of Christ make haste 
to double and quadruple her labors and her 
zeal for a dying nation ? 











IBLE Map of the Old World, concise and accu- 


rate. 250 facts for every S. S. scholar. Sample 
and price list,6c. Adams Bros., 178 Congress St., 
Boston, Mass. 





LADIE®’ or Gents’ Fane 
post-paid. J. B. Husted, 


Cards, with name 10c.; 
Nassau, Renss. Co., N.Y. 


Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 


tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with | 


the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- | 


office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
elub subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tur Trwes to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent — 
from this office to any address. 





SUPERINTENDENT’S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
whieh teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 


ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when | 


ordering it, state that they are such. 


In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tue Sunpay Scnoo. Tres, as given on the 
Yeliow address label of Tue Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - = § .60 


100 = one year, - - - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


——_o———— 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 
100 ? 25.00 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


one year, ° z e 


——9——— 


GREAT BRITAIN. 





Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 


any of these publications, can make payment for | 


the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 


The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. 


These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 


———$——( » 
Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - - - 25 cts. 
Special Notices: per line (as above), - - 30 cts. 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), - - 5} cts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS" 


5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 
RM . =. . 
mw “ 13 ss 
20 = ait ” 
s.6 “ §2 * 

a3 Copy for Advertisements must be on hand 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


——09—_——_——_— 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Purtrapsipata. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


GENTS WANTED—FOR MOODY'S SERMONS, 
A Addresses, and Prayers, and “Song Victories of 
e 


one hundred incidents connected with these 
;. mns. ‘To this is appended Biographical Sketches 

Mr. Bliss, and another of Mr. Sankey. 
sketeh includes the disaster and death. 
price, 50 and 75 cents, according to style. Address, 
A. GREENWOOD, 30 North rm mh Street, | shame 


NOT OLD, but TESTED and APPROVED 
GET THEM. 


Four Girls at Chautauqua, $1.50. Mrs. Hurd’s 
Niece, $1.50. The Cooking Club, $1.25. Torn and 
Mended, $1.00. Household Puzzles and its Sequel ; 
Randolphs, by Pansy, $1.50 each. Robie Meredith, 
$1.00. One Quiet Life, $1.25. Those Boys, $1.50. 
Parson’s Library, 8 vols., $4.80. The $500 
Stories, 21 vols., $28.75. The $1000 Prize Series, 16 vols., 
$24.50. The Pansy Books, 18 vols., $20.50 

Catalogues free. 


Bostoy, D. LOTHROP & CO., PuBLIsHERs. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


AND 


THA cHERsSs 
SEND TO THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Libraries, 
Sunday-sehool Papers, Question Books, ete. 
G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depository. 








| Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition of 

| Webster’s Dictionary. 

Contains 18,000 Words, Rules of Spelling, 
Tables of Money, Weights and Measures; 
Abbreviations, Words, Phrases, Proverbs. 
etc., from the Greek, the Latin, and the 


Modern 3 es. Moroceo Tucks. Gilt 
Edges. ail on receipt of $1 00. 
For sale ~3 all dealers. 


Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor & Oo. 
Publishers Webster's School Dictionaries, 
138 and 140 Grand Street, New York. 


ENTS X20. NEW BOOK GREAT 


“CENTENNIAL 


EXHIBITION apart ey nee 
Over 400 Fine Engravi ecoting 920 

| The only book fairly showing the fine mony os 
| hibits of the Art Gallery, Machinery and Main Build- 
ings. Wide-awake Agents are quitting all the in- 
ferior books for this. “Get the Best. Send for cireu- 
lar, terms, and sample engravings. P, W. ZIEGLER 
& €O., Philadelphia, Pa.; St. Louis, Mo.; Chicago, 
Ill.; Cineinnati, O. 


LIBRARIANS. 


Use “ Hubbell’s Library Record Book.” The rec- 
ord of any school under 700 (or 60 classes) on one 
page; each scholar separate and each class on one 
ine. The most complete and simple record book 
ever published. It saves the librarian half the labor 
of other systems, Biiy bee mistakes, and affords a 
quick referenee. Only been published two months 
and the demand constantly oe Send for a 
sample copy. Price, id, $1.00. 

Or ask your booksell oe ‘or it. 


CHARLES L. HUBBELL, 
New Haven, Conn. 











Pr. @, 413. 








IN CHICAGO. 
His Sermons and Prayer- 
—, leet are in a4 
REATJO 
Reprinted from verbatim renee. ag authorized . 
the Chicago Inter Ocean. 4 pages. $2. This 
work contains Mr. Moody’s Sermon on the death of 
P. P. Bliss, ete, with portraits of Moody, Sankey, 
and Bliss. This is a companion volume to, yet 
different from, his 72 New York Sermons entitled 
GLAD TIDINGS, from the New York Tribune Re- 
orts. 504 pages. $2. Mailed on soomage of price. 
The public are cautioned against old and revamped 
books. AGENTS WANTED. 
E. B TRE AT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 


Music Books 


FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Choral Praise. 


Fitted for the occasions of the “ Episco 
but is a book of great concrete beaut 

















‘or any de- 


By Rev. terbury. Price, 25 cts, 


Good News. 


A happy title for a beautiful Sabbath School Song 

k, which disappoints nobody, and contains @ 

large number of songs which will be universal fa- 
orites. By R. M. M’Intosh. Price, 36 cts. 


Shining River. 


The glittering title ap#ly indicates the character 
of the profusion of bright, pure songs of elevated 
sentiment, which fill the book with beauty. By 
H. 8S. and W.0. Perkins. Price, 35 cts. 


River of Life. 


anthems. 


of well-known composers; 
and everything is of the best quality. By H. 8. Per- 
kins and W. W. Bently. Price, 35 cts. 


Living Waters. 
Preparea tor Camp Meetings, Revival Meetings, 
&c., this is also most appropriate for Sabbath Sc hool 
Work. No better collection is published. By D. F. 
Hodges. Price, 30 cts. 

Remember THE ENCORE (75 cts.) is the book for 
Singing Schools. 

Either book mailed post-free for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C.H.DITSON4CO. J.E.DITSON 4 Co. 
711 Broadway, Successors t> Lee & Walker, 
New York. Philadelphia. 





Bliss and Sankey Hymns,” the latter containing | 


This | 
Retail | 


1” year, | 





nomination. 100 good +4 tunes, and (easy short) | 
al | 
| | aoa of 


| 


Containing songs contributed by a large number 
it has an unusual variety, | 





PRINTING. 


Your ewa Printing. 
$5 “ UNCLE SAM” PRESS. 


$5, “ Best” self-inking press, with acom- 
BP printing office __ _...$6 50 

“Best” self-inking press... $7 00 
“ Uncle Sam” self-inking press $10 00 
Evans’ rotary power job press__..$45 00 





Send stamp for catalogue. H. Hoover & 
Co., 50 ‘Nerth Ninth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


BF First Premium eT ee Centennial, Hand and Seiy-imking. 
ve Printing essere 


RO for cards, labels, envelopes, ete. 






Large 
sizes for large work. Any y can work them, 
have good pastime for » hours, and can 
make money by taking in smal! jobs. 

have much fun andmake money 

0 } S = very fast at printing cards, ete., 
Send two stamps for catalogue. 
to Min, KELSEY & CO. Meriden, Conn 


AGENTS WANTED. 


a ang athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms res. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 


! RCTENRS! 00 = day. sure. to all. Write to SIMP- 
AGENTS! : SOM & SETH, New York City. 
$5 to 20) 
y ang inahiatinihia forall. Catalogues 
free. Samples, 25 cents. 
& CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 
MARK TWAIN'S NEW BOOK! 
TOM SAWYER. 


Is ready for Agents. Don’t get behind hand this 
time, but send for your territory or circulars, at 
once. Address, AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., 
Harrrorp, Conn., Cutcago, Iui., Crvcinnati, 0. 


A YEAR. AGENTS WANTED on 
() our Grand Combination Prospec- 
tus, representing 
150 Distinct BOOKS 


wanted everywhere. The biggest thing ever tried. 
Sales made from this when all single Books fail. 
Also Agents wanted on our Magnificent Family 
Bibles. Superior to all others, With Inwduable Ilus- 
trated Aids and Superb Bindings. These Books beat 
the World. Full Particulars free. Address JOHN E. 
POTTER & CO., Publishers, Philadelphia. 


ACENTS WANTED. 


Goodyear's Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS. 
The Most Complete System 

OF PHYSICAL EXERCISR 

Ever Dystne 8 for Home 


100,000 in use by men, 
women and children. 

Used standing, sitting or 
reclining. 

Hundreds of graceful 
Movements. 

For home, office, schools, 
huspitals. 


Terms and $% out- 
i | Banners & Oa, : Portland, Maine. 


a week in your own town. 
DOD tit free. free. 


r day at home. 
ee. STINSON does Os, 


Samples worth $5- 
Portiand, Maine, 











Price List.-No.1, = =~ 
te 4too ami $i oo 
or Children 6 to 8. gr 10. 
No, 3. for Children 8 to 10, $1.20. 20. W. 4, for Children 10 tol4, 
30. No 5, for Ladies and Children is years and ab gat 
a0. No. 6, for Gentlemen of moderate strengt 
‘0. 7, used by Ladies, Chiidren or Gents = 
for Gentlemen of ogeme strength, $2.50. “re i set, family 
use, 1 each, (1 to 6) Two 7’s and Two 8s, $16.00. Nos.7 and 
are fitted with a onrere and hook to attach te the wall or 
floor. A pair of No. 7, ($4.00), or 8. ($5.00), make a complete 
Gymnasium and Health Lift. Sent post-paid on receipt of 
price. Exclusive Agencies granted in unoccupied territory. 
Exclusive rights t sell Che Pocket Gymnasium afford 
the largest possible returns for small investments. Its sales 
are nearly universal wherever it is placed betore the pub- 
tic and its merits fully 
For Illustrated a circulars, terms, &c., address, 


*. O, Box 5,156. 697 Broadway, New Yorke 
RURBER GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 








HES =. with Cireularand Jig- 
— Attachments — 


Triumph 
SCROLL $ SAWS Ficorsee: 


’, Dexter, Centennial, an 
Beach's rh mcg Ate $30 each. 


fax Pockeunatte 
oo Lorene oes in=- 
rs, Cab- 
depart- 












TOOLS 


with best 
—§$1 to $1 : 

Send heey og state what kind of tools 
or machines y 


TALLMAN & MCFADDEN, 


TOOL DEPOT, 
Street, Philadel 


of tools 


TOOL ciiEsT 


607 Market phia, Pa. 





BABBITT’S TOILET | SOAP. 





of scientific exper- 
iment the manu- 
facturerot B.T. Bab- 


(wap ten 
AP in the World. 


ble ae Ce Yap wend 
Naveery it has No Equal. 
cost to every mother and family in Christ. 
box containi each, sent 


3 aeesets ozs. 





Each week to Agents. Goods Staple. 10.000 
timonials received. Terms liberal. Pare 
ula”* tree. J. Worth & Co.St.Louis,Mo. 


eye aes 


ati ca RR a ~ 


ee 





i 
} 
: 
/ 
/ 


EDUCATIONAL, 


ROVE HALL, 
MISS MONTFORT'’S SCHOOL FOR 


YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 





MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL., 


PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 
Location unsurpassed, Buildings excellent. Ca- 
dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 
shia, Rey. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School | 
Times. Send for circulars to 
CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 
Lace et — i. 


wM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice, Personal attendance at any hour dur 

ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 


BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, °76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
@ ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
‘arefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosinson Bros. & Co., Boston. 


ENTERTAINMENTS 
THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


Finest Dissolving Views of most Noted Scenery 
in the world. 

Instruments and views for sale and made (o order. 
Send stamp for full particulars. 


J. J. WILSON, 
_ 763 Broadway, New York. 


DR. WARNER'S HEALTH COR SET 
WITH SKIRT SUPPORTER 








FOR 









aNn 
SELF-ADJUSTING PAD. 
ecures Health and Comtort of 
Body, with Grace and Beauty of 
7; Form. Three Garments in one. Ap- 
(Mi f]}) % proved by all physicians. 


ID fl AGENTS WANTED. 
h 


¢3 Samples by mail, in Coutil, $2; 
satteen, $1.75. T 
less. 


bes) 


To Agents, 25 cents 
. Order size two inches smaller 
q ‘ than waist measure over the dress. 


WARNER BROS., 763 BROADWAY, N. Y 


J._KILE & CO., 
450 NORTH TWELFTH ST., 
Chorch and Sunday School 


FURNITURE FACTORY, 


WOOD TURNING. 


Baluster, Table Legs, Hand and Altar Rail. 








Newel’s 


War For Ir 


We will «ssue early in March, "77, a 


NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOK 


by the Author of 
Songs of Glory. 


Specimen pages free. Send postal card with your 
address. " 


FILLMORE BROS., Publishers, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 











JUCKINGHAM 


HOTEL. 


Fifth Avenue and Fiftieth ad 
(Opposite the Cathedral,) 
New York, 





This new and elegant hotel. conducted on the 
European plan, with a Cuisine of unsurpassed excel- 


now open for the reception of guests, either perma- 
nent or transient. 
city, and within five minutes’ walk of the Grand 
Central Depot. 


ventilation. heating and plumbing. The dressing- 


rooms in this house, containing bath and toilet ap- | 


pointments, are entirely separate, thereby avoiding 
the escape of sewer or other poisonous gases into 
the sleeping apartments. 


Gale, Fuller, & Co., 
PROPRIETORS. 





| rieties of Res nd other plants, carefully labeled. 
lence, and at prices in harmony with the times, is | Fine Preminm “ove with Lae package when 10 


Situation one of the finest in the | JOS. T. PHIL L IPS Con aopne West Grove, Chester ©., Pa. 
Great care has been taken with the | 


$65 iS $77 a Week to Agents. $10 Outtit FREE. 
P.O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





(March 17, 1877. 








PRICE REDUCED 
FROM $30 TO SIS NET PER SET. BOUND IN CLOTH. 


THE BEST AND ORIGINAL ENGLISH EDITION 
OF THE 


‘Commentary, Critical, Experimental, & Practica, 
| ON THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 


By the Rev. Dr. JAMIESON, Glasgow; Rev. A. R. FA USSET, York 
Rev. Dr. D. BROWN, Aberdeen. 6 vols. 8vo. 
Or Separately, as under, at $3.00 per volume, net. 





and | 








Vol. I. Genesis to Deuteronomy. 8vo, cloth. | Vol. LV. Jeremiah to Malachi. 8vo, cloth. 
Vol. II. Joshua to Esther. 8vo, cloth. Vol. V. Matthew to John. 8vo, cloth. 
Vol. III, Job to Isaiah. 8vo, cloth. Vol. VI. Acts to Revelations. 8vo, cloth. 
“T think it the best commentary upon the whole Bible which has been issued within the last fifty 
years, and I should be very sorry to be deprived of the pleasure of consulting it.’"—Rev.C. H. Spurgeon. 
‘The most practical, suggestive, orthodox, and scientific which has ever been published in this 


Rev. Norman Macleod, D.D 
“ Accuracy of scholarship, 
illustration, and remarkable ec 


country.’ 


peeves of tendency, comprehensiveness of thought, 
1eapness, claim for it a world-wide circulation.’’—Homilist. 


richness of 


The small remainder of this valuable work is now offered at one-half price, as above, until 
sold 





Ss. sam antral. sts Ske & en. pees, —— 


100,000 QUARTERLIES! 


To supply the present demand for the 








1877 (April, May, and June), one hundred 
thousand copies have been printed. Addi- 
tional copies will be issued as rapidly as 
needed. Have you tried it in your school or 
class yet? 100 copies for three months cost 
but $6.25. Sixteen copies cost but $1.00. 
Five copies cost but thirty-five cents. One 
copy as a specimen costs but seven cents. 


Your order will receive prompt attention. 


Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut | Street; —e 


BR ANSON KN ITTERS, 
$20. 

Received Highest Centennial Award. 
BEST WORK AT LEAST COST. 
USE MAY BE LEARNED IN ONE HOUR. 
Work surpasses that made by hand. 
Every Machine fully warranted. 

AGEN ~ WANTED. 


Machines, Hosiery, Yarns 
157 N. EIGH TH St., Philadelphia. 








ATEST.—60 elegant Agate, italian Stone Black Bris- 

tol in Gold or Silver, or Ivory Cards, with name, 
30 cts. Autograph or Monogram Card, $1.50 for 50, 
with the cut sent alon Assorted, 40c. Samples, 
0c. W. L. JACOBS, W ieeling, W. Va. 


TEAS. —The choicest in the world—!Importers 


prices—Largest Company in America— 
staple article—pleases everybody— Trade continually 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best in- 
ducements—don’t waste time—send for Circular to 
ROBERT WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P. O. Box, 1287. 


ANTED MEN % ‘ere! ond coll to Dealers our 


new anbreakable glasschimneys and 
lamp goods, NO PEDDLING. Salary liberal, busi- 
































We offer a complete assortment ent. | Hoteland traveling expenses paid. 
A P P LE of atin and thrifty Trees of pee MONITOR L- LAMP CO,, 264 Main St., _hennmerseenchonsall 
ALL KINDS, and wouid call par- 
CHERRY Jf ltictlar attention to our Apple, wget SAF ong CURORV. 
Peach, and Cherry Trees, which Superior Bells of O ade Tin, ted 
AxD are of extra quality. Send for with the best Rotary 1 owe for emmy) 
PEACH Catalogue and Price-List. Scheele, Ferme, Fostoria, Cours. Rousse, Fira 
é a a t 
r RAKESTRAW & PYLE, ee ot Gessinntn eons Pres —s 
T R E E Ss. Wotewdaie. Cheat 6 Vanpuzen & Thee, 102 E. 2d St, Ciueinuath 
illowdale, ester Co. 
——-— en 1) We will during 
Fine ever-blooming and AGREAT OFFER } ORGANS, new and 
other Roses sent by mail | second-hand of first-class makers including 
| postpaid everywhere, and | WATERS? at lower prices for cash or Install- 
their safe arrival guaranteed. 6 for $1: 14 for $2; | ments orto let until paid for than ever before 


30 for $4. Purchaser's choice of nearly 600 va-| offered. WATERS? GRAND SQUARE and 
UPRIGHT PLANOS& ORGANS (INCLUDING 
THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOUDOIR) are 
the BEST MADE. LOCAL & TRAVELING 
AGENTS WANTED. Lllustrated Catalogues 
a 4 irra ae S. evel dies aunt/o Teachers, Ministers, 

urches, aes etc, heet music at half rice. 
OF Extra Fine Mixed Cards, with name, 10 cents, | HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactrs.and 
Se) post- paid. 1. JONES & CO., Nassau, N.Y Dealers, 40 East 14th St., Union square, N. Y. 


TESTIMONIAL. 
The New York Times savs: “ Waters’ Orchestrion 
Chime Organ” is a beautiful little instrament, sim- 
ly perfect. The chime of two and one-half octave 
lis, and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player, are fine. 


cents are added. free. Address, 











OUR NAME PRINTED on 40 Mixed Cards 
for deo. Cuspren Bnoe., Cynryopress, Or, 











Scholars’ Quarterly for the second quarter of 





| «PHE BEST POLISH IN THE WORLD.” 


Risin& Sun 





ISTOVE POLISH 


INSURANCE, 











BE SURE TO SECURE cerdibeate of —— 





ance in the Mutual Prot y of Philadel- 

= which is purely Sonat Frenne f only col- 
ected as deaths occur. This Company has now over 

1600 certificates of good standing in force. Send to 


Home Office for rate cards and Spplications, No. 261 
Sours Fourtn Street. 





1825. 1877. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00. - ~ Assets, $1,655,717.20, 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


434 ere SsRSEe. 





CASH CAPITA $200,000 
DIREC! ORS 
NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. Vice-President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, 
J.E. KINGSLE ‘A JAMES HUN 





H.W. PITKIN, HENRY HAIN 
J. S. HELFENSTEIN, | WM. M.SINCLAIR. 
HIRAM MILLER, JOHN 8. WHILLDIN, 
B. B. THOMAS, DELL NOBLIT, J. 
F. W. KENNEDY, . A 
W. C. HAMILTON, VERI. 
J.8. ELWELL, D. E SMALL, York Pa. 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 

















IMPERIAL GRANUM, 


THE GREAT MEDICINAL FOOD. 


Has justly acquired the reputation of being 
THE SALVATOR FOR INVALIDS AND THE 
AGED. AN INCOMPARABLE ALIMENT 

~¥OR THE GROWTH AND PROTECTION 
OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN. A SUPERIOR 
NUTRITIVE IN CONTINUED FEVERS, 
AND A RELIABLE REMEDIAL AGENT IN 
ALL DISEASES OF TR® STOMACH AND 
; INTESTINES. 
{ SOLD BY DRUGGISTS 
In the principal cities of the United States. - 
JOHN CARLE & SONS, 
153 W ater Street, New York. 








































THE NATIONAL SCHOOL | FURNITURE co. 
111 & 113 Willlam St. N.Y und 113 & 116 State 
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MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior caeity of Bells, 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA. 


4 Illustrated Catalogues sent free. 


= 
= 
= 








LOOK.—“ Heaven is on the other side.” Newand 
beautiful Song and Chorus, 35 cents, sent post- 
by publishe rs. PEEK & SON, 23 Clinton Place. 





























